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National Poetry Month
by Dana Rudolph | dradolph@ mombian.com
. h contribnting writer

9 LGBTQ-Inclusive Kids’ Books for

.-\.]1ri.| is Matiomal Poerry Month,
anel these recent books in verse for
young readers prove thar LGETC)-
inclusive titles can be as beautifil and
powerful as any coday.

The first theee are picrure books:
:Ik‘ TEsT ane I“.HLUI":STJII‘ .\ml. I|]'|.

“Q:\_l-;:r angd Fearless; Poems Cel
cheasing the Lives of LGRTCH He
run:' .IH R"E' '.';:Il'lllcr.\. |"||!':m|.’=\d I."\
Harry Woodgate (Penpuinl, offers
biographical poreraits of 17 hisorcal
and contemporary LGHTC Pntirical
anl social activisss, Sanders carefully
marches varions poetic foems with his
shiecrs, for example, deploving the
march-lke bear of thyming couples
for the poem: abour Bayard Rustin,
who organized the 1963 March on
Washingron. A fow paragraphs of
prose on cach Eﬁun.' add information-
al substance o the emotional connec

Are “H”._ngr 4

MA Commission on LGBTQ Youth celebrates
with Harlem Renaissance Annual Gayla

“Did vou know we can’t marry

Submiteed by MA Commission
on LGETO Youth

n k::unL'u..'. March 30, 2024, the
MA Commbssion on LGETC) Youth
hasted their fndraiser and eclebes-
tior, The Hadem Renaissance An-
nual Gayla ac dhe Royal Sonesta in
Camheidge.

Guests were invired oo join us
in their best Hadem Renalssamce-
themed amire for chis celebradon of
commanicy, pride, and joy, The Gayla
acts ay both a fundriiser and a cel-
chration of the incredible work done

by the Commission’s young people.

iee “u..lh.'&t' 3

Second round of S.PA.C.E.
Grant Awardees includes
two LGBT(Q owned buisness

Submitted by
the (-.:it}' of Boston

O Wednesday, April 4, 2024, Bos-
ran Mayor Michelle Wi announced
the second round of Supporring
Pandemic Affecred Community En-
terpeises (SPACE) Gram awandees,
].Ilm IU\.-J! L'I'“.l:j’mr“.'m! I"-'l[l oo
American Rescue Plan Ace (ARPA)
fanding o help them expand cheir

busineises and mawe it vacant
storcfronts. Applications for the final
third rourd are now open.

“Chur local busineses, the sores
af their development, and the cus
romers thar they serve ane whar miake
Rossron's starefronts alive :'.mll,:l'uql'u;.‘
sabd Mayor Michelle W "Onr goal
1 o ivest dn businesses that reflect

see BPRGE., page 5

o Pressley, Warren, Markey
Deliver Funding For The Pryde
LGBTQ+ Senior Housing

Submitted by
Rep, Avanna Presslev’s Office

On March 25, 2024, L"uuﬁm-
WIS A:.r.nm Pw-fd:!.' (M ADT,
Senaror Flizabeth Wirren (D-MAL
and Semator Edward . Markey (D-
MA) applauded dhe final passage
of 850,000 in federal comumnity
pmject funding for The Pryde, an

ﬂ.’"’dﬂblc JI.'.‘II.['-inE (|\."|l.'|'.‘|pn.1|:l1[ rIJ.T
LGRTO+ seniors in Hyde Pack.

The Funding was included in che
Mcsl FECeny “"rifi \.I" g‘l'-l.'rnl“l.‘n:
r'nnr]ingh:lh and was passed after Rep.
Presaley worked closely with Senators
ﬁ"drrl'll llh] ;"llﬂrkl':- B scourc ll\f
funding after Republicans callsusdy

see PRYDE, page

T many Americans are afraid of
the wrong people, and it endangers
T n.'s"Jth'.

I chink af this an a spring evening
as [ vext Fatlma, a trans womman in
Mairobi. She necds to go o a hos
pital; I send her transport moncy as
[ hear shouts from the soccer ficld
arpund che corner.

Health issues aften acoompany

Why can’t we? We love each other.”

— Sara Hainas_ “The View™ co-hosl, relales a question her daoghier asked. Trust me, kid, in tima you won 't want ba talk to your siblings. let alore marry tham

Virtue in a refugee,
peril in a ‘patriot’

America Is enfiched by its immigrants
by Richard ). Rosendall | mosendall starpowerner
contribinting nviter

the poverty of someone like Farima,
wha fled from Burundi to Kerva due
10 harred and violence fueled in past
by righr-wing Amerbcan evanpelicals

[ sent bver a Hode money a few days
carlier to celebrate breaking the fast
an Eid al-Fitr, the end of the holy

manth of Ramadan Several of my

e ROSENDALL, poege £

our siblings?

more in Billy Masters on page 8!
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Gayla

Cfu:r.'mrmffm’-’.l'\{l.'“'

staff, Commission members, and comm

parners.

r sponsors helped |1rm'u{'
wardrobe .r||1:-||.1\ [ over T !.'<||Ir:'| Bl [0
|"|||L-'|r|'ll' thedr bes la.:l'ldl'l-:\.f!'irnllup,ulll: Eer -
vl i sryle !

The MA Commission on LGBETQ Youth &
an independent stare agency of the Common-
wealth esahlished in 1992 o study and ad
dress -.lispmpnr:in:un.‘l'.' hi;h rates of suicide
among LGET yoush, Today, we have have
a longsranding parmmeship wich the Masss-
chusers I}\qpn.-nn:-u f
cidary Education (DESE) theough oar Sale
Schoals Program for LGRTO Smidents; we
develop and advecate for eguitable policies,

W Flementary amd Sec-

programs, and resources for the mos marginal
ized LGBTOQ vourh—including thase whe ane
Black, Indigenows, people of color, disabled,
trans, and nonhinary—in many arcas sich as
ealeh care, huuun!,;_ ediscarion, child welfare,

and the justice system, The Commibssion is the

farst and llrl!}' agency of s kind in the catiee

counntey, and partners closcly with more than
200 schoals, 200 state agencies, and countles
families and community organizations o buwild
intemal capacity, trainings, policy develop

mient, and youth autreach.

The Commision also announced the apen-
|ngu|':|s|-. :.qar'x]url Pereri 5¢ Iu'.l.:r.l:.||s. Thiz
seholarship will present an anmual awasd o
"'.l'llfl':’ W :|U ||v'|'\ € fllli:':ll'd llul'hl:llll!irlz; Il'ill."
crship skil ls in their commaunitics, and will con-
tinae to honor Jeff Perrocti’s incredible legacy
as the founder of the Safe Schoal’s Pragram.

Lwo VIP guests in amendance and as a part
of che pragram. First, Preston Mivcham is well
knowen in the narional LGRTO space far his
work inche ¢ oy, he §s an arrorne Y angd

now a realiey
P

v television personaliy. Twipggy
weci Garcon ts an Emmy nominated flm di-
rector and has worked on Peec, the Kili movie,
M, and All Bovs Aren't Blue. She is also The
House Macher of The House of Garcon and is
an inrernarional Toom in the ballroam scene. We
alse had Candace Persuasion as one ofour MCx,
¢, & hall [LGBTQ b

culoire), and a host of sther ineredible people

a drag perhorman

and Programming,

AR photos by 3ol by Code

ey Whrghyws | Aped 15 2 | Pegm 3

[LAPOINTE & DAYS LLC

llelping People Find Solutions

Please call for an appointment: 617-738- 1919
wiww lapointcdays.com
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KAUFFMAN

Law [ Mediation

Joyce Kauffman

RESIST TYRANNY - EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled and
Compassionate Legal Services
and Mediation to the
f,fr'ff'f?‘g Com WY

kauffmanlaw.net

4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachusetts 02142
617.577.1505
joyce@kauffmanlaw. net
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tions that the pocms ereate.

“imemy's Ilh}'rhm&' Bilues: The Extranrdinary Life
oof James Baldwin.' by Michelle Meadows, illusrraned
s Jamdel Lo {Harper Collins), bs a berleal biography
wf Baldwin, capruring semethimg of the rhythm of his
work inits blank verse and honoring boch his Black
and gay idenditics. Law's warm, evaocative illustrations
IE*E P:rﬁ:\cl.' uDr.n.P'Erm:m: o Mﬂﬂm‘ 'A'\m'l:'.l'.

“Can We Please Give the Police Depammens to
the £ irz.rl.drrm!hcn!"'hy_'l-unnud: Perrus, itlastraced ]"."
Kristen Urada {Duartan), began 35 & virsl poem thar
Petrus performed after the 2004 shooting of Michad
Brown in Ferguson, Missourh In e, she envisions
a world remade, with police salarics given o grand-
muothers whoeriise the streets in “badas” vintage au-
remcbiles, blaring “old-school jams™ and offering help
and hope. Two of the “grandmas” are depiceed wich
beards, though their exact identivies are unstaced. This
isa in:.mu. and -:mluvwrrins l:ru!;ini.ns of & Furre thar
could be,

“The Seng of Us” by Kate Fussner (Katherine Te-
gen Books ), is a leose revclling of the math of Ohepheus
anl Burvdice. made modem and quee in chis novel in
verse, Seventh-grader Olivia is 2 poee, and when new
E,ir] and musician Fden shows up oo the Poery Club
one J:.\_.'. iz's lowe ar Rirsc :ighr_ llm:u.gh zincrru:i.rl.s po-
ems in each g.irl's wiice, SCTO%s 4 vanery nr'pn:n: frrms,
we mase fam dove 1o its broken afeamach, and then
e C¥livta's plam oo win Felen back thraugh the power
of poetry, Fussner delves into fiest love, sodal pres-
seres, Family relationships, and coming of age, giving

128 pacEry as passion, action, and emotion,

“ear Mothman! b} Rabin Gow { Amulet Books),
is an ebegantly crafied novel in verse about an autistic,
cransgender bay maving chrough grief to find belong-
i:n.E. Ki].d-..-snn!er Maah's friend Lewdis, che nn|_'_s ather
crans bny in schood, has died in a car accident, Noah
begins writing lerers ro Mothman, Lewiss Epvorine
crypeid, sharing his fedings of gricl with a ereatire
who fx a5 misenderstood as Moah himself, Gradu-
ally, Moah makes fFiends with a small growp of fllow
outsiders, and oven dovelops a first coush, Bue will
this hdphim asheis Fru"‘.cd eovwards Fnlhw'ing wheze
Maochman may lead? Gow Plumbi Moahs d:m.lﬁhrs
with perception, sensicivicy, and somerimes brilliane
rurns of phirase,

“Blood Brothers by Rob Sanders (Reyeralt), bs a

powerful novel in verse set during the ATDS erisis of

the 19805, Protgonist Calvin and his two brothers
have hemophilia, and contrace AIDS from eransfu-
sions meant to help chem., When ochers in their small
Flarida commuenity find owe, the boys are banned
fram school, sooacs, and their church, while cheir sin
gkmmn'ﬁghﬁm prodect them, Mone of thern appear
queeer, bur chere are hints char their wacher is— and
thie vopde is ckarly Incermwined with the homophobia
of the era, Inspired by the real storbes of Byan White
aml the Ray brochers, bue etionalized to dramatic of-
frct. this is a tale of bias and narrow-mindedness, buc
alzo of bove, resilience, and the power of allies.

“The Lmv:]:.' Book” by L{n:g Girehan {Livde lsland
Bonks), is the SLOTY of 3 rwo-mpm fnmi]y..rhcir miagi-
cal bookshep, and ene of their childsen who comes
our as nonbinary, teld dhrough the eyes of the child's
sibling, The sory comveys pentle messages abour
leaming tix be combortable in carschea and helping

athers do the same; navigating change; the power af
Familics; and the importance of books where people
can bath see themsehves and learn about athers.

“Always Mam” by Lesléa Mewman, ilheseraced by
Brian Hr'ﬂ:ip.an I:A!'lunu Comicarms), is g m-wi.ngI X
_phnunn of the life and |:qul of Marchew Hh:]uni.
the young man murdered in 998 oo he was gay.
Mewimn, suthor of “Heather Has Two Momimies™
andd mare than 80 ather books, refloeted ul'lEherull:
death i her 2002 "Ocwober Mowming: A Song for
Marthew Shepanl” which won a Stonewall Honor
Here, the foouses on hix life, lninl:'mgapnigum: por-
it in frec verse l}upia'ch-dng fuelly (and Eu:mcil:u“r]
illnstrared, the subject matter and lengl:h [m;'ar]:.l (1)
pages. phis an epilogue] gear this towards older chil-
dren, The publishers rarger bs ages 14 and up, though
I think alder middle schoolers may also fsd valoe in
It Adduales as always should asses based on the spocific
ventig people in ther lives.

“Becoming Billie Holiday™ by Camlbe Boston
Weatherford, illuscrared by Floyd Cooper (Word-
songl, is a series of Arsc-person poems with [ighdly fic
rimalized VIgNErNes froum the life of Eleanara FJ.san.
whom the world knew as Bille Holiday. The verses
take s From ber bieth cheough ber perfommance of
dfmu.lq_qt: Fruit™ at age 15 Olw}w:m -Jr.u:ly acknowl-
adges hor bisexality: othens show the handships of
her eady life, including her rape by a neighbor. While
these Topics FlaLt it ar the upper end of the middle-
gradc range, icis powe il and imaghrﬁlj and wona
Careres Scorr King Author Honor.

Dawa Rudslph i the fornder and pubdicher of
Malens (mombiancom), @ fev-tivse GLAAD Me-
it Arcierd-winming Wog and reoure divaeey, plos a
searchvalnle darabase of 1, 5004 LGBTE fwily ook,

Rosendall
Cesinerest frums page !

refugee clients are Muslim, Fatima ofien ends mes-
sages, "W will ralk again, Inshallal™ —iF God b will-
ing. Dwrite the same to her,

Heligious buallies tend oo assame God i jealous
and vicious, thus dragging Him down to their own
level. In congrast, r\e.Fu:sm:: like Farima recain dheir
faith despire being demonized by bigoted clergy,

Cwar counarles are not so different. America chese
days ks sorely beser by white Chelsdan rgonaliss
who frendcally show no undesganding or interest In
the teachings of Chrise Their sentiments are eribal,
their preferred fom of government authoritadan,

Fatima is a EEHI:IC soul who has shown consider-
ahle endurance, resilience, and kindness in the years
1 have dealr wich her from a TOMbmile discance. De-
:plr\- fprlng d::n:rlmlnzn.ﬂn, rh.rexm, _1n.d u|n|eru:¢ in
thie ssrecs, she canner imagine being ather than who
she s, After all she has been dhaough, the strength of
the Continent lives and breathes in her,

I contrast to the admirable spiric of this displaced
person, the racist consempt by Donald Trump for
whar he calls “shithole countries” reminds us of bach
his low character and che members of his mob wha
detded the C'.H1im| with excrement dunng the imsar-
recthon m_]anu;r? G, 2021,

1 will not sbandon my respect and weloome for
rmigrants and efugess on aceoint of raclst xe-

nophobia stoked by a sociopathic demagogue wha
calls chem criminals while himself facing B8 felany
;hu.rgu. We canncg defend America !‘I‘} 1wn|lﬂwing
a grifver's lies.

Good charscrer B8 pot magically inherited based
an skin color, America has been enriched |J:r scveral
waves of immigrants over the coursc of its history,
The fear and hossility whipped up against people
from ather lands by Trump is o hy pocrizical deflec-
CHR

‘The grearess threar o our couniry comes fram
within, posed by people wha tresr Americas dives-
shry as an dnfeetion eacher than an cneichment. They
scck o divide ws and desteoy o insthutions, Thele
ihea of grestncs is to recstablish inequitics and in-
justices that generagions of Americans of many col-
ors I.I'|d I.'l."CI:d! HTOYC 10 OYTICOITIC,

‘The recent anti-abartion ruling by the Arizona
Supreme Coury resurrects a dormane law passed in
1864 when Arizona wes decades away fram becam.
Ing a stare and women were o allowed o vore, The
man who pushed the law ae the e preved upon
underagr girls,

The ruling has backfired on Republicans, wha
dissvowed the harsh and barharic 120-year-old law
even while blocking artempes m repeal i, Trump
Row Says he opposes a narionwide han ﬂu]'lcire b
Iﬂs un|=a.li|1:d II'E current fﬂ"g\ BF[EE[IiE[InI“ h:f JFI-
pnlnrmg theee anci-shastion |usikes (o the Supn:-mq
Conrr. Hisattempt to ralk his way our of b does not
deter the sy s theocrats he nlipﬂmd. wha

aim o ban conaracepeion,

The Demacratic response is simple: "Donabd
Tmlnp did ehis”

MAGA dichards will nor budge; bur athers may
be mae tecepaive oo the teath thar our ecanomy de-
pends on a regular influx of immigranes. IF Tromp
actually shared his supportens’ senophobia, why did
he marry two forcigners and hire undocumented
workers at his resores?

Serarch a Ihpubliun. rml:rz.sad. over Presidenc
Biden's student debr cancellarion, and you aften find
someone whe gor sis-figure PPP boans forgiven, Bug
like Tramp, they think the rbes don'tapply o chem.

Chaist teaches us o weloome the sLrAnger, Build-
ing truse across differences requires stanading in an-
ather’s shoes. Many Americans think immigrants are
coming to mke d\inp from ws. That is an Empaover-
ished perspective.

Fatima brings qualities no job craining program
coneld glve. im:hldmg cousape and fordmede. She lsa
far cry From paranold Americans whoshoor threugh
their dooe at any stranges who knocks, Having scen
the worst in seme people, she smimons the best in
hersclE

The gifis chas strangers bring o our shores can
be ransformadve. Through many acs of hope and
grace, 3 nATion riven winrnkrance can he rebam.

Richard [ Rosemdall & a writer awd actiodst ar
eaiendalighme o,

Copyright © 2024 by Richard | Rosendall A
rw[lh reserreid,
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S.PA.C.E.

ﬁ‘.‘u:rl’mme\rﬁ wrrp.rgu‘]'

Gur cimminitics amd sup}u.ll:l.ﬂxln in malki |||;]1|.19-l.u|1 a
Jwrme for everyone.”

The first roand. announced in Seprember 2023, dis-
rebareed $2,8350,0040 1o 24 enreprencurs, This ireration
will distribute 34,575,000 wo the following 37 grantees:

Twe of the gramtees are LGATQ owned. Russ &
Mimi's ar 16 Birch St. in Roslindale Square, and sweet-
ies, LL, an ice cream vendar.

Lhe ALE Caranc was d:'rcl.npud inm 2023 as a di
rect result of recommendatians made by small business

owners to Mayor W and the Office of Economic Op-
permuniny and Inglusion, Of the 24 fiss round graniees,
Lk are now open and operating and seven have signed
a lease. Wi are continuing to support all grantees with
|:1.'|.'|1r.|i-\.':|: assistAnce, comnnections W“’J1 dl.".'-:klprr! J.'lld
landlords, and with husin:ss—s-:n'Lng aTgaAnizacions like
BID= and Boson Main Streer offices for site selection
upport.

The program cxists m prm‘idu opparTUnits for di
verse small bisines owners o apen thelr new o nexe
storefromt location in major commereial distriers like
Drevwneown aml Back Bay, being vibraney to all Ciey
neighborhoods, and help close the racial wealth gap
Sccond round SPACE grantees are 73 percent minos-
irv-omned and more than 75 percent wamen-owned.

"Bastan concinaes m 'ihﬂ'“' a Mni.l'klbll.' recovery
from the pandemic, The larest round of the SPACE
grans program ls ane af Mayar Wu's srongest elfar
tx aled In the recovery, bringing vibrancy o our Down-
vown and neighborboods” said Segen Idowar, Chicf of
Economic Oppornmity and Inclusion, “Our seam has

cnsured that this pool of awardees refleces the diversiey
DFII;:“I in I’.'ll.'ﬂ'. Cnorpr m:ul.".:ll.‘ld ,m.l:l. ]‘SSS‘M‘-‘ oW
ers. | know that our cicy will benefit richly from the
groweh of chese companies, the addition of new jobs,

and the ineclusion of @ many whe were at one time lelk
aut of important programs like the SPACE grane”
“For chis round of grants, we neceived hundreds of
ouncanding applications. We appreciace everyone tak-
in!_rhn_' time m:pph,’ said Alia Hamada Farresr, Direc
1o of Business Srraregy Far the Mayar's Offce of Eoo-
s i ﬂppur:umry snd Inclazion, 'N,;rmurlng thse List
devwen was difficalr, and we hope to connect thase wha

did mor receive the grang with other resownces o help
their businesses grow through partners like the Bostan
Local Devebopment Corporasion, Bostan Main Streces,
andd che Downeown Boscon Business hnprm‘cmrm: Lhis-
rice.

In addition w awarding businesses grants vo open
brick-and-morrar locacions, the Choy is providing each
business with wrap-amund services o assds wich lease
nepotiathon, accounting, e regulatery compliance.
marketing, and emplovec-owncrship o asare bong-term
success. The Greater Boston Chamsber of Commerce, the
Associared Industries of Masachusers (A1M), and the
Reailers Asmociation of Massschoserts (RLAM], are alsa
offering free memberships to their organizacions.,

Grantees are also huing sueppearred . with senall busi-
NEEE TESMITCE '|hr|u|-gh. loca!l Anasnclal insticutions kn-
clding the Boston Lol Developmemt Corporation
and Donchester Bay Economic Devdopment Corpora-
tion and wenant mprovement coneribations ofered by
participating landlords. Wraparound services will also
he pmr')d.cd by the Small Business Technical Assistance
Program |:|\mu§h the Mayars Office of Economic 0 P
porrunity & Inclusion’s Small Business Deparcment.

The SPACE Crang peogram was firs announced ar che
ened of 2022, fallowing the release of the Ciry’s Diown-
wun Revitaliasen Plan, A weal of #2 million has been
budgeied for the SPACE program, OF that amount
£1,535,100 of dedicated ARPA dollan will remain oo
support addicional small businesses in the final round
of SPACE funding. For more information abour the
SPACE Grant program, visit the program websice,

Pryde

f‘.‘unlu‘m’r.l'_llrmlb\.r\;r !

seripped ir From a House appropsiavions bill lase sumimer.

'Ihpuhlin:am did twr:{d’s:n.s rJ'n.'g.' could to CACEET, &t
wack, and dehumanize our LGETQ+ siblings and deny
our communites the resources they deserve—bor we
made sure they didn't have the final word” cid Con-
BresswdHTIALL |".‘\r\}|uy. “Wich the cost of ||u|n.||||_e. 11.}'-
rocketing and ane-thind of LGBTOH seniors living in
povverty nationwide, this projoct will help LGBTQ + ¢l
ders in the Massachuseres Feh et the affordable }musins
and communicy space they need while affrming their
digniry and hiemanity. | promised our commamiry tha
we wouldn't sap ﬁghnn.ginr them, and | was prmld )
parcmer with Senarees Warren and Markey to sejecr Re-
pubdicans’ couelry and ger chis dene”

“With this Funding package, we sent a clear message
ter Republicans — we won't let them gt in the way of
the LGBTOQ community geeting the resources they
deserve,” said Senator Warren. “Scnator Makey, Bep
resentarive Presley, and |1 l‘ul:ghr hard ta brins this
r‘undmg 5 ]l\_hl: Park, Oar LGETO) senioes deserve
affordable howsing thar embeaces their idengities wigh
digniry and compassion,”

“We have a moral rus{.‘lumiﬁuhu O S SE SVET YOI
b affordable and safe housing, including vulnerable
community members such as scniors and LGBTO+
Pn:l:plr.' szid Semator Markey, *l am proad oo have
secured chis 850,000 in funni:n.g for the I'sydL. Bos-
ven’s firse LGETQ senior howsing development wich
Cangresswoaman Pressley and Senatar Warren, which
will PP the x;.kiy. securiny, ansd m¢|lh\—u|gnt all

residenins. These Invesments are crnical in suppafting
elders aging with dignivy, grace, and surroumnded by
condnimn ity

“This Community Project Funding will help s kocp
our promisc to our futere resdents, as well as to the
Hyde Park community and the LGETQ+ commanicy
-qurn.':l:n:r Boston, that The Pryde and our Communicy
Cenrer will be richly resourced, jovful, caring and wel-
coming places where our elders and the community will
be embraced, suppomed and celebrared,” sabd Greach-
cn Van Mess, Exeewtive Dhreceor of LOGBTO) Scnior
Housing, Ine. “ln other wonds, wheee our elders will
be home. Our comamunity could have no better advo-
CATCS Thlﬂ. Cﬂﬂﬁrl.'““mil'l I'n:ls:r!.' and 5:[\11'0[.1 ".f‘:r
ren and Markey. Congresswoman Pressley understands
the crivical need for LGET()-affirming senior housing,
programs and services, and dmplh: enommos hacklash,
she has never siopped ﬁphung for The Pryde and our
LGETC elders”

In Mowember 2023, Rep, Pressley delivered a Boor
speech in which she slammed House Republicans fac
advancing a howsing appropriations bill thar excheded
critical funding foc The Prvde and affirmed her supporc
far che projec and the LGB T+ community w:u]:rgu.

Hep. Pressley cha n:plmm{ l’undmg for The I"r_Tdu in
thiz :rfsi'."i Cammunicy Progect F:lnd:n.;.: process The
propect — which 1Lr\;‘l.'[l' RJ.'pt:bh(n:-'l\- hip.t‘»{l'd id:ﬂlwgl-
al appositien Lo it — metthe req
ity Project Funding and will support the conversion of
a former Bostan Public Schoal building into 74 it

nF!li:Hh-qmr:::,-. service-enriched affordable how :inﬁﬁ:\r

e gs for Camma-

seniors in Boston. The F'mi"-'“ will also include 10,08
square feet of communicy space and help close the gap
berween che capital funding secered ar the launch of
this prafect and the increasing cost ro complecs i,
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Provioing QuALITY
ELecTricAL SERVICES
to the BosTon AREA

D’'S ELECTRIC

ResiDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Free EsTimaTES
24 Hour SERVICE

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #14580A
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billy masters

Camsinwes fram page |
We kick off with a sory from a Tennmses palitician— so get
ready for some kearnin’ Hepublican Representative Gino Bolsa

is .1:1\.:h'.>|r|r|g|:hr|r fiest consing should be allowed ro marry if they

recelve genetie connseling. Personally, 19 recormmend some sort

i bolered

af sedlization procedure. Bulss claims
by thie Legality of same-sex marsiages. " Unless anyone in this body
can articulite a compelling inteorest to deny @ male fist cousin
from marrying a male first cousin, dhis bill demonstmably vialazes
l‘.lh-crgc fell and we should vote ic down” Presumakbly, first cousins
shouldnt marry becanse ifl:hu:. procrease, it conld lead m genietic
Issues, Exhibic A: che Beitish royal family, Som
1 Foe akr? Buy Ba

imes, you've got

o lerche cheom asemes come

fight— Ise reveaksd ehar one set of his grandparcnes wese B cous-
s Wiell, call me Lassic bocause, guess what? My parents arc also
o ‘:l!t.'..hhc Your nh“ll.l‘]lx— nota hﬂ.ﬁlc RN 4X I.:u'“‘" is !I'“\I.'kl.'li l"\
that. | hasten ve add char Big Momama and Big Daddy are not firse
cousins, They are cousins through marriage. I'm not really goodon
rerminalogy. so | don's know exactly whar thar makes them. The
reern “hillhillies® springs ro mind

1 wondear whar wonbd have .'1.1p|'.rm-|1 of Daom Lemon amd Tl
Malone teied o gar marded in Tenneses? Would Representative
Butlso hine afficiated theie eving the knoet Or would he have ted
anouse f Either way, congrats to Leman and Malone on cheis nup-
wials. But [ feel compelled o point out that Dien Lemon s 58 while
Malone is hareby 40— and | say “bareh” becawse theywed on Tom's
40ch birchday. J‘n.'|mn.'i:|g the ceremony, the m.lph.' danced down
Fifth Avenue fram the Preshyrerian Chusch o the Ralph Lauren

Pale Bae Thar way, che relighons tolks were happs. the WASPs
condd ~.I|np. and evervane else drank, Cheera!

When Barack Obama was running for president, alk radio
legend Lynn Samaucls (2 devored Hilkary Cilnton supporter) was
asked if this was progress. After all, he was 2 Black man. *Yeah, but
he's seill 2 man!™ You know howwe've all been praising Pope Fran-
cis for his progressive views? Yeah, bur he's sill a Pope. And thar
came through loud and cless chis week when the Vatican neleased
"I 3|g:|i|:.u Infinica™ Lor “Infinire [)lg\in:
rhar was |~.-|\u:|.'|l.'_\- 4|s1'|rmnl hy I?u]'u- Franciz, In this docrrine, the

a 20page decament

Varlean denoances gender reassignment by saying, "It needs o be

emphasized thar biological sex and the sociocubural mle of sex

(gender) can be distinguished but not separased™— whatever the
hell that means, On the Aip side, Franny doo maintzin his sup-
part for homosexuality. The repore condemns “the face char, in
e FIJ.I.'I.". not a 6\-.“ FﬂﬂPII} are imF‘riN:InI.'Ik, :ﬂrn.ln'.].. Jnd even
deprived of the good of life solely becanse of their sexual orenca.
wian”, The Catholic Church also continees 1o oppeses abamion, ao-

thanasla, and even smarrogacy. And this goo me chinking— I Jesuas
was the son of God, dhan wasn’t Mary Kind of & susrogace  Llnles
swntie hanky-panky went on and Jaseph juse bought that whelk Tim-
maculate conccption” sory.

You wouldn't expecr 2 relared story from The Beastie Boys, Bur
they've revealed char Rar Cage Records was founded by Donna
Lee Parsons She
H:sl'iwl the Besstie Ehv_\.'-. fevr chiels firsy shows :m.{wrnnlmp_.\. K no.
ing Danna wesldn' a;n;w(l:.:rl(:r._ the band gve her maney that
they sabd was rovalties from their EP She nsed dhe cash for gender

B TTAns Woeman WI'II'.\ u.'.r'.rni D ger Surge

reassignmsend surgery, That she dicd of colon cancer a year latee 'm

sure cannot be linked back m the Beastic H-l:-:."\-— at least not ina

oo af Law:
W har would the Vatican think of *The Golden Bachel
had roces b |nr|.glr than dhis marrizge haief by even Kardashi.

14

an standards. And che hn.-zl:llp is hecanse they can't decice which
hoise oo lbve in? 1 have thiree houses, and s never been 4 prnhlrm.
Then agadn. | gave up on the franchise once they jertisoned Chls
Harrison,

You kmow what cke [ seopped watching? “The Talk™,. Onee they
bamboozled Sharon Osbourne, theyve bem dead o mecspe-
dally thar Sheryl Underwood. The nerwork has frequentdy con-
sidered uzm.'n.:hn.g the show, bux che diming was never rig]u. Lz was
o close oo “the incident”. Mow thar several vears have pam'd. ir’s
ancient history. And this begs che question
35 ¥ ls h:m_'lu:\gu«\um_‘-lln‘l. has ﬂll:\.rjllnl_-.'u:l'l,l.lll:: beencancelled?

- if a show thar no.

O, 50 they've pur thar horse aut of ics misery. Ard | mean the
shenw, noc Sheryl. .{nunms]y. the cancellagion was shrouded in a
remewal announcement, Yex “The Talk™ has been renewed for a
Seprember, And thiree moanths Laer, icwill
ki schaalgid,

As we went to press, we heard a story about Wyniona Judd's
daughier, Grace Kelley. And let’s just pase for a secomd o think
about how ridiculous char = Back to our n.'t;u|.1rh' scheduled pro-

15¢h season srartng
di

ar, Soemewh

PJJI.TL Cirace hlJL\." was Jm.'?(l.'l] {Dr ﬂml.l.'cl.'l'l-. {'[P\'ISL]R.' inIL ﬂl‘Q
charged with prosticurion. She was amested ar 3 busy intersection
where she reporredly “exposed her bressts and bower bodv™, I'm na
expert on for anareay, barr 1 believe she was basteally gheing
awy the whole kit and caboodle! Proving ehat the apple doca’t
fall far from the paloming, Kelley claims she can't get b touch

“:I’J'. I','-I:\.“ﬁ':l I'\u J.!Iqu.il'f I.'I'\IHF\."\J I'H.'r |‘J'“|||.|.' :“.ll'“l."l'r. -:'li'- moam
won't listen to me. She won't believe me. She thinks I'm out here
doing crazy shix,” saps Grace Kelley in an interview with the "New
York Post™ from prison. I char isn't the very definition of "crazy
shir’.,

Showhiz Is a curchroar business, Fven in Provincenown— oier
quaaing Hode enclave onoche tip offorever You think everyone there
gets along? Think again. After yeans of eter

g =||< [RIBLL =]
with world-class pecformers, Mark Cortale announced that the
Provineerown At House would be no more. The owner plainned
o rurm che space inm a microhrewery— ‘cause thar’s what Prown
needs? Lasc vear was che final season of encercainment, and Corrale
promised oo continae producing large shows ar Town Hall, Now
% thmee bor the varosus vemis o anrounce thelr shows bar che
UpCaning seasan, And whar arrives In L Inbon® A press release
from..the Provincerown Are House? While we don't know whiast
machinations went on, | noted with interest that one of the pro-
discers is drag artiste Gimger Minj— someonc who was ineroduced
fark Cortale ac the

Prown Are Howse! | am not so naive as m not undersand busi

o Prowen fans under the acgjs of..wait [

ness, I vou own the Prown Ant House and wane 1o bring in 2 new

I'h'l
chom, Tnsread ur'Mu.riI'_rn Ma:w.m- WanE |1|.'.E .|-.u-|,-|n' Mnm:rdl:..

Wer, just say uml:l}um[_!':il:r. W WaRI oo go n anceher direc-

ot 3 buape leap, Bur, the wnderhamdedness scems oo be uncalled foe

Cortale's Town Hall series will indide Andra MeDonald, Seth
Rudctsky, Jinks Monsoon, Cheyonne Jackson, Dende Ban-
wun, Bianca Del Rio, Mclissa Errico, Marilyn Maye, the Indige
Girls, and Claybourne Elder— whio's really hot and mlented, buc

has a name rlgh: our of “The Crudh

Yiou can get more info ar
PrenwriTowmHalLoom,

Ul have meaee Provincerown daves as they oeickle in, bue | showld
enencion thar che Provincerown Therer will soon kick off their
eh anndversary season with “Anges in Amertea, Pare 1z Millenni-
um Approaches” Remember when the millennivm was semething
we thoughs was so far away? And here we are, glandng ak it in our
rearview mirrar! This i:aspl.'r.iﬂ praject frr aristic dire
Drake, who has oft wanted o direc i, He's ot his wish..and a
talenced cast 1o boor, The mn begins on May 9th, and you can gec
mare derails ar ProsincerownThearerorg,

-tor, David

Coukd ix be char someone who has been i the news recenaly
is somewhat dismayed by hds physical appearance ! When he was
filmed wneder profesional creumstanes {including good lighting
aml a snappy catfit in a questionable color), guys and gals alike
reached our and wanted o touch parts of him best left uneouched.
Ins slighely more recent footage which he filmed on his own..well,
II.': 5 .r:l'ﬂ u\'[l'\l.' N.‘[h]nﬁ' was undﬂr“'h'_ll“iﬂg,

When our blind irem's singing a different tane, v.'u"rnhﬁmn!:.‘
coame 0o thie end af

et andathier |'|J.|||m..'i|\r.1].mg af mnes, we aur-
vived the oral edipse of the sun. 1 don’t know abour elsewhere,
b in Boston e get a big overcast for lall an hour. Certainly noth-
ing worth waking Bonnic Tvber up frr— which beps the ques-
tiom, where is she? While | look into that, vou can check out wwae

yaster.com, the site thar isn't opposed o kisin' cousins. IF
o have a question, send it off oo Billy@BillyMasters.com and 1
premise w ger back vo you before someone affers to pay Wynnona
For sex! So. ungil next dme, remember, one mank filch is another

mans bikle,

Ginger Minj

A
T,
Bonnie Tyler

AR
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Registration Now Open
for Boston’s LGBTQ+
Pride Parade and Festivals

BOSTON
PRIDE

Fi ik THE PEOPLE

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ones

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unigue needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families

Kraft Law Offices

60 State Street, Suite 700
Boston, MA 02109

(617) 573-0010

rick@kraftlawboston.com

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.

& Wi I pas
= Mimasia Dscossear
& Mo Dossirise

Scul p Sure 25 minutes, 25% less fat! :

* FOA - cloanad lades Sroatecet o wtes oo fat £ focens adht
* Treated pafionts saw u fo E5% fat veduction sxth son Seeafmint
Visit hitp://www.cynosura.com/product/sculpsure/

COSMETIC AND

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
OFFICES IN NEWTON AND BOSTON
617-965-9500 « WWW,RICKSILVERMAN.COM
CERTIFIED 1Y THE

AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY
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Bosion Prde Parace 2023, Photn Dy Bay Wincows Siall

o i Sl;;kspoﬂmfnrjunt

Submitted by BP4TP

Baystin Pridde For The Poople (BPSTP) eoday
anncunced the opening of registradon for dwe
2024 Pride Parade, as well as the festival vo be
hedd on Sul.urdu}._hllw fch, 2024 on Baston
Contitson and City Hall Plaza,

Thi parade will stast in Copley Squane at 11
AM. and move rJ\ruush the city’s Souch End,
finishing ar Bosan Comman where everyane
can enjoy che festival that indudes perfor
mances from local and nadenal encercainers
Ciry Hall Plaza will host 2 Block Party for
those 204 thar begins later dn e afternoon
All BPATP events are free 1o steed.

Last year, more than | million people sttend-
el Pridie; the n:g'un's |:|.rlu:s: LGET(+ evene.

Parade + Festival Regisration will be com-
[dcmd online via Eventhrire, where inceresced
FJJ[“ wl]l reserve their PJJI.E n [I'I.E P.Ir.‘k
and/ or space at the fesrivals, Regherarion lees
and payment oprions are outlined s heeps:(/
wwwhasponpridelorthepeopleong/

Several hunedred community groups, buse-
nises, schoals, govermimont agencies, omploy-

e resouroe grougs, clected afficials, and athers
are expectod to march in the parade. Organie-
ers estimate that the number of booths avail-
able for vendoes ar the fesvals will be 250 and
are likely vo sell aur.

Sp-mmrship (Jppmmni:iﬂ are available,
ar bevels ranging from $5.000 1o 350,000, The
cost of prodocing the parade and festivals I es-
thrared at peedy 31 million. Tnaddivon weg-
wtration fees, contributions from comemanity
and businesses are an essenital souree of Rnanc-
inﬁrhc CVENTS,

A Parenership Package is available for cor-
pararicns and nan-profic organizasion inter
esred in stppering thils :rr_'uri. Pride. It inchades
the dares for Infesmarional sessions for inges-
csted sponsors and cin be found on the BPATP
welnite wwwbastonpriddonthepoopleorg

Boson Pride For The Peaple [BP4TT) is
the volunbeer and community-run. non-profie
acganization warking m empower, celebrar,
commemorare, and educae in p.l.rmﬁ.:p
wich Bosmn's LLGHTO comenunizies. In 2123
BPATT hiored and nwugrd!hmm]ﬁ.m Pride
parsde and Festivals in more than three yeass,
beinging Mew Enghind’ larpest Pride parade
back to ity bome in Boston. For more infoams
i visit: boston prideforthepeople.omg,

Get more information at

www.bostonprideforthepeople.org

1Angﬁ'1's Pain tfng; Inc ;

a

Residential / Commercial

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we're the Angels you've been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841
Tim@angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintinginc.com
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Forever Connected

Whether you're video chatting friends or face-to-face with loved ones,
Xfinity Mobile keeps you connected. Now, you will be on the fastest
mobile service with 5G Cellular and millions of WiFi hotspots.

Comcast analysis of mobile WiFi and cellular data frem Dokla® Speediest Inte ||||J|'|\-| e Q423 tor Comeast servica areas and WiFi Tootprint, XEnity Mobile

utifizes the network with the highest RootMetrics® 3G reliability rankings in 2H 3. WIFi not tested. Results may vary. Mot an endorsement

@ 1-800-xfinity xfinitymobile.com @ Visit a store today

xfinity mobile

Restrictions apphy. ¥finity Unlimited Intro and Xfinity Internet required. Reduced speeds after 20 0GB of usage/fine. Taxes and fees extra
Data thresholds may vary. NPA4DOSST NED-LGBTQ+10G_Q2-V3




