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8 Back-to-School Resources

for LGBTQ Parents

by Dana Rudolph | drudelphi@mombian.com
contrifuting writer

Sending our kids off o school
always brings a certain amount of
trepidation. Will they leamd Make
friends? Grow emoticnally? For LG-
BT parents, our concems are also
often tied up with how welcoming
cur schools and communirics are
LGB families and  individuals,
Youlre not alone, though, and the
mumber of school-relared mesources wo
suppart our familics keeps growing,
Here are a few that everyone should
know, either oo educate chemselves ar
o share wich veachers, adminiszrarors,
anad ochers,

Welcoming Schoals {welcoming
schaols.org]: This project of the HRC
Foundation wses an incerscctional,
anti-racist lens to provide LGETC

and  gender-inciasive professional
devclopment training, lesson plans,
book lises, am.i-buﬂyinﬁ_ IEEOUrees,
and more. The program has its mooes
in vohinteer work done by Greser
Beseon PFLAG and GLSEN Boston
back in 2004, and remains the bet
firs place for LGETE) parents 1o exdu-
cate themselves and 1o refer chelr chil-
drent eeachers, parteulardy {L‘tu:l BHE
exclusively] in the elementary grades.

GLSEN (glsenorg): Founded by
a group of teachers in 1990, GLSEN
offers ncris.inal research and resources
for teachers and students (much of
which can also be helpful to parenis],
and engages in advocecy on thele be-

see NVOMBIRN, pape 4

Ome good mason m voce in this
:,'u.r': elecrion i o prevent T:ruznp':
MAGA nonsense from metastasizing
into govemment policy,

For all their ralk of freedom,
Trump partisans are caper o weap-
onigc government against overyodnc
who doesn't leok and think like chem,
They claim the Ucp:mrbml: of Jastice
has been weaponized against Trump
by the Biden adminiscration, despize
Riden ]'uw.ng bent over backwards
not o ek wich DOJ—eicher
i harm Trampoor to peogect his own
ML

Frecdom of spoech, frocdom of
the press, and the right of peaceable
assembly are enshrined in che Firs

Amendment. Trump threarens all

it's Kamala or chaos
Fascism doesn’t sit well In US

bry Richard | Resendall | rrosendall@starpower.net

conivibuting writer

of them. He takes it for gansed that
&|E I:ul]:,' Fl“ﬂﬂ. whD! IiE}:‘ mazrer
s himself—and b}- exrensian, those
toval 1o him. He treats the indepen-
deng press as encmies of the people
He wangs oo use federal troops o sup-
press proscsters he docse’e like.
When he was prosident, Tramp
claimed dhat Arclk 2 of the Consi-
rution "lers me do whatever | wanc”
Now the Sapreme Cours, with a far
right majority engineered by Sen.
Mitch McConnell, has granged him
immundey feam prosecution for presi-
denelal acts, Trump clabms chis & pee-
ESSACY L0 PIOVENL MMAIGENG proasccution

offormer presidents, despate his being

see ROSENDALL, pge 4

It’s official, the census says: Gay male couples
like San Francisco. Lesbians like the Berkshires

Heicll Buchier, right, and pariner Jonnifor Chesnary isten o Jon Batayol, iefl, and Daniel Biginion embrace under an um
spaakers, May 19, 2014, in Porfand, Ore. Phofoby Stephania  brella as they awail the begnning of Chicapa's annual Prics

an Long/Tha Cregonien via &P

Farada, June 26, 3023, in Chicago. AP Photo by Erin Hooliay

By Mike Schneider
Associared Pres

Giay male couples cend to gravicate
toward big citics on the U5, coasts,
while leshian couples tend to prefer
smaller, mare Fastma] ciTies O TOwWns,
according vo 20240 census figunes thar

reinforce some preconceived nogions
abous LGBTOQ# communisies in the
s,

Countics with the highest con-
centrations of male same-sex couple
houscholds were those that include
San Francisco, Manhatan, Boson
and \'.Gﬁ.!hingl:m, DC., mmrdi:n.g o

3 LS, Census Buresu report released
Rast week,

Some of the highest concentrations
of female sume-sex cowple households
wene in Hampehire and Franklin
enungies in the Berdkshires, a rural re-

soe CEWSUS, page 7

NH Supreme Court Upholds Manchester School
District Policy Supporting '[i-ansgender Students

Submitted by GLAD

Chy Friday, Aopuse 30, the Mew
I Ilim_pd1|r= Supreme Court I'ﬂdﬂ!.' afe
firmed 2 bwer court ruling upholding
a Manchester school districe policy
in suppore of wansgender students,

which incudes refersing co students
by cheir requested names and pro-
nouns and maincaining soadent pri-
VRCY when appropriate. The Coure
concluded thar “[T]he plainciff has
failed vo demonstrase thar the Polley
infrtnges & fundamental pasenting

'Schmk must provide @ welkcom-
ing and supportive environment for
all :mdms.'.li:lda:,-': decision uphnid.;
thar core vakie and allows schoals 1o

sce WM, page 5

Nursing home oversight would be tightened
under a bill passed in Massachusetts

BOSTOM {AP) — Massachusers®
oversight of nussing hames would
be strengthened, LGBTO4 nusrsing
home residents would be proteceed
against discrimination, and beeer
cantrols woald be in place to procec

againse the q_:u‘ﬂd of infecdous dis-

cas: aucbreaks, uneer 3 new bill law-
makers pased this week,

Approved on Thursday, the hill
would require Im.;—a:rm care Facilitics
o provide staff craining on the rghts
of LGET(Q+ older adules and those
Ji“'.ng with HIV, and bar zraff from

discriminating based on a person’s
sexual omienation, gender bdemticy,
gender cxprossion, intersex stagus of
HIV status

The proposal also would sereamline

sre NURSING HOME, p.gr 5

“My heart is broken that I've lost my mother this past weekend.
Sadly, in a tragic turn of events, my sister lost her life on the same day”

—Mariah Carey notes the passing of her molher, singer Patricia, While it may be & tragic turn, Mimi does nal say thal ihe death of hr
wstrargged sister Allson—who hits beon HIV-posilive since 1980—was parlicularly sad for har,

more in Billy Masters on page 6!
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Trump questions acceptance of transgender people
as he courts his base at Moms for Liberty gathering

By Ali Swenson, Moriah Balingic
and Will Welssere
Asaviated Pres

WASHIMNGTON {AP) — Republican prest-
dentizl nomines Donald Trump lamenzed che
growing scceprance of transgender Americans
Fridlay in an appearance ar the annual gachering
of Mams for I:'tu-rr:., a machonal nanprafic thag
has speacheaded cffores o ger mentions of LG-
BT identity and structural ractsm ot af K-12
'\.'L‘lllmbu

Trwmp said cransgenider women should not be
allowed to play in women's spors and said scces
o gender-affirming healch care should be rescrice
ed, He also bished our ar critics who have scassed
hém af g .’Lrlung:«n Matkenal Cemerery fora
campratgn phots og.

Bust be |:|r|;,r|:r stk oo his fvorite Lhtieg e
ing an howurlong “freside char™ in Washington,
where he lashed o & President Joe Bidem and
Vice Presidens Kamal: Haris deploced i]|q::,al
Jmm:gl:lmn J.'nd mlﬂi‘\.'ﬁd .:uL'-Dur his Pﬂn“‘
maarrigge, his pach oo being che realicy television
swar of “The Apprencice” and che debage that end-
od Biden’s reclecrion campalgn

*Cnar country is being poisorad, And yous
schools and your childeen ane suffering greadly be-
cause [Il.c:‘-'.".' going inbo [hL' I.'l-'““t?(nl 1"|I] [*'
ing discase, and they don't cven 'ip-\.'zk l".r.r1q|i.1.1|.'
Trump said of immigrans cosing the bordes
ilbeyally, “Ic’s crazy”

Traemp said schionl boards bave become “liks
di r.1r¢:x'|:.|h' howmile 1o the desizes of parents,
cchodig conservathve frusteation thar bubbled
aver i pablic meetings during the COVID-1%
pandomic.

“I'm for paresital rights all the way. T don’t even
undentand the concept of not being” Tramp
said

Trwnp did not address che LIS, Anmys allega
wion that an Arlingron Naclonal Cemerery offi-
chalwas” abrupedy pushed aside "in an altercation

with T wmp addes thiz week while he visived the

graves of sevicemembers killad in a termorist at-
sack during the chaotic withdrawal from Afghan-

isran. But he said he's goten oo know the families

and they asked oo eake g photo with him.

Phestos of the femetery Yist showed Truu'uy
stamsdlinng by the grines and Aashing a thumbs-up
sign nese to relatives of Seaff Sgr. Darin Tayloe
Howover and Sg Micale Gee.

“These pcapk are devastaoed,” I.':l.lmp said Fri-
day. “These people can never ever be the same.
And it was all because of Biden.”

Tranap eneered o hoted ballroom in Washing-
ton as he does ar his signamare rallics, sandingand
soaking up apphise for the antirety of Lee Green-
wood "God Bless the LISAT followed by chants
of “Trump, Trump, Tramp.” Seaced onsage with
the co-founder of Moms for Liberoy, Tiffany Jus-
tice, he shared some of his ferorize stories char
Are WeliMmsTays ar I'ai‘i r].".k'}‘ h“'.m'lﬂs ﬁml rr!-Pu.'
o repc ina srvhe thig has become farmdliar 1o his
SUPPOLTER,

The barmer president soughe to shore up sup-
port and cndhusiasm among a major part of his
base. The bulk of Moms foc Libereys 130,000-
Pl-.u members are conservatives who agree with
hm:l II'\: P\ll\.'n:i ihﬂuu have mone say am PthC
eduwcation and char radal equy programs and
wansgerader accommadarions don’t belong in
sclvisnls,

Vet Trmg also rums the ek ef alienatng some
moderate vobers, mamy of whom see Moms for

el

Liberty's activisen as too exememne to be legi
by & presidential nominee.

A vear ago, Moms for Liberey was viewed by
many a5 1 rsing power ph:.-r': in conservarive
[mh:h'-. char could be pivaral in supporring che
R;?ullhlunn ricker, The Hln.ulj'r'\ II'||'I|!.]u'I'~|!I|,‘| \L'gp-
rockered alter js laench im 2028, foclad by par-
nis probestng, |1|u.||Ju[ur}' |m.4:i|1j.'_, bar students
and remote karning during the COVID-19 pan-
demie.

But in che last several monchs, a series of em-
lnrrmins scandals and mdumhdming p-eré’nr
mances curing local elecrions have called Moms
for Liberey's mfience ko question

The group also has voked suppor for Peoject
2024, a detadled and coreroversial plapbook For
the mext conscrvative presidency from which
Trimnp has repeapedly eried o distanoe himsel£

Maoms for Liberty serves on che advisory baard

Poice remaong & man, cenier wih sunglasses, who had chmbed onto he madia reer as Republican
presdental nomines ey President Donald Thump epaaks af a campaigh svenl Friday Aug. 30

2024, in Johrsiown, Pa. AP Pholo by Al Bramdon

FRogublican presidantal nomines krmar Presiden! Donald Tump gestues afler speakng with Moms

for Libearty co-foundar Tillany Justios during an svant at the group's a

nual comvention in Washingion,

Fricly. Aug, 30, 2024, AP Photo by Mark Schielebain

for Project 2025, and the author of the doos-
enent's education chaprer taght a “sraregy ses-
slon” ag the group's Friday gathering

The megative perceptions about Moms for
Li‘JCr[F ﬂmlﬂld 711: country L'L'lllkl nCToaso t|'|E
F‘D[I:I'.'[iil liakilizy fac 'l'rump as he sizs down
with co-founder Justice, said University of Cen-
tral Flosida polisical science professor Aubrey

Jewerx

“k ..r'|'l..|||‘||:| |'|:|Jh him mlly his base,” Jewen
saudd, "B will thae be enowgh tosundo the back-
Lash™

In an intervicw before the cvent, Justice dis-
puted the idea that her group's influence is wan-
ing. pointing to the 0% of Moms for Liberty-
backed candidares who won cheir recens races in
che Florida primaries,

Thar's “a really big deal” she said, espechally
u‘um.._‘l._-rinE ghar many of thye school board

hvpcl'n:s the EroEp emborses arc first-
didates running against incumbents. She alio
noted three Moms for Liberty mombers who
won Florida House primaries, :ﬁnw'm__q the
graups reach inco other political ofhices.

Trump spent several mirres of che fire
slde I.'I\E J Ill'llih.lﬂig 'rrulqgcndrr =aes in Mlllr
SpIETE, mql.:dung the secent l'll_umpu;-u. where
witehal evupred ower o female boner who was
widely misidentificd as transgender,

Trump falsely claimed Algerian bower Imane
Khelif “transitioned” and said he wouldn't want
co fght her. Khelif was assigned female at birch,

Tramp's education Pmpm.‘]s indude pro
ﬂl}:l'.—.ﬂg Whﬂnl r|mi|.'r. Sl'ﬁ‘.ﬂs ?.’ll.‘:nrs more say
kn educarion znd awardmg H.u'uilng pn-rl-rrm'r
eoatates and schoel discrces thar abolish reacher
Echiune, ﬁl"-\.l.'l\.;nl."l' 'T'“-'ﬂ.l'\\l F’Uﬂd lﬁ\'l{r‘: ﬂ.ll\j I.I'
Lorw parents to directly elece school principals.

He also has called for cerminating the De-
parsmenc ﬂ; E.I!I.I‘J.Iion. I:I:rr.llg :ﬂn%l;\cn:l:r
2['1':“.'5 me Fll.l.'!-:l'lg pi] Sjrt‘l sP-n-r[s, I.l'l.d -nlmn.g
funding from any scheols pushing “inapprogri-
are racial, sexual or policical content”™ and from
schools with vaccine mandares. He offered no

new educarion proposals Friday,

The event ook on a parry-like :mumphgm
as the grovp seaired Tremph arrval 1o a hoel
ballroom in Washington. Donning shirs with
messages like “Moms for Trump” and “Wedon't
uc!-Pirrrl.‘[ “'i[h (hl.' Sm\;mmm[.‘ n(cﬂ.dms ar
the group’s anmual gachering ace buffer desseres,
drank beer and cheered to a cover band playing
canntry hics.

Viee President Kamala Harrs has ericicined
bier Republican opponent for his threats o dis-
mantle the L‘.ll-p:.rlu:-ru; af Edueation. She alsa
has spoken o against cfforts to rostrict clas-
room content related o mee.

Democrats have lauded her running maze,
Minnesoea Gov, Tim "Walz, for an execurive or
der he signed procecting the rights of LGBTQ
people o recelve gender-affieming health care
In his srave, Republicans, inclading Tramgp, have
lambasted him b e

During a cimgaign stop carler Friday in
Jehnstown in the bacdeground stace of Pennsyl-
vania, ".I'nlmp offered exeensive criticism af the
media for whar he called unfvorable coverage
and singled cue CNN for its incerview wich
Haerds and Walz on Thursday,

Momenes lager, a man mshed che media area
and made v over abike rack barder and dose w
a riser where television reportets were watching
II'".' rn|f'\ |1I=I-'-J:c ."C'\.'Uri'n.:l' PH,-IW\] hl.l“ IJﬂI.'rd.. J.Ild
thie man was eventually subdwed by law enfonce
ment using 3 Taser.

Jnl.rﬂp st firsr szid of che man, *he's on our
side,” bur i's nog clear whag his inent was. As
poetice led the man sway, the former p"f‘w:lrﬁl’
dedared. s chere anywhere thar’s more fan oo
bse eham a Tramp rally?™

Asociated Press writer Jonashan | Cooper sn
Phoeniy contritruted.

Thre Ascociated Press receives suppart )‘.'m zep-
‘.rnl.'l Pn‘!uﬂfﬁml{lﬂ‘mﬂ.’ i fﬂlbﬂms’ s rxlmr.zr?..l
foTy crperage re-{ elecrians and d Ty, See mare
abaret AFs democracy twitlative beve, The AP &

h.fnj-;rmm-n&}r_&» el portns,
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Isalf at the nagional level and through a neewark of 43
rJ'upn:rL in ¥ srares, Resources indude che ‘R.:aﬂ}'..
Set, Respect! Elementary Toolkic™ with lessen plans
on name-calling. bullying and bias, family diversity,
gender tokes, and more, And its "Changing the Game™
resources can help ensure physical education clases
and spores are LGBTQ affirming. Mowmble GLSEM
research includes fx 2023 repart on 'Etl:ur.im of
Smudents with LGBTQ+ Families in K-12 Schools”
and irs biannieal *Narional School Climae Sun'q-" of
LGHTOIA + yourh. The organization abio mns leader-
ship programs for LGBTQIA+ youth and sapposts a
varbery of student-lod movements,

Family Equality { familyoquality.ong/nesounces : The
rescmirces from Family Bquality, the national organiza-
tion for LGETD families. indude molkits and fac-
sheers on opics like creating LGETQ-friendly class.
roxnns, how LGHTE) parents can support cheir youth
in schoal, raking accion agsinst angi-LGBTLY stas ac-
tians siach 35 book bans and *Don’t Say Gay/ LGBTQ™
Jaws, snd more, They even have an e-mall wemplae 1o
et you started on advocating with your childs school.
Wisit cheir Resources page and filver by "Schools”

Teach All Families (teachallfamilics.com): This
projec from Clark Uniru:ir:,- Professar Abbie Gald-
beeg, 2 leading scholar of LGETE familics, draws
oa her extensive research o provide evidence-driven
tips for reschess, school admindstrarers, and LGRTO
parents. Toplos coversd Include finding an LGBTQ-
friendly dayeare or preschoal, advocadng for your fami-

Iy, eecating LGETC inclusive school environmenss and
eurricula and ones that weleame :ﬂul:!tml:hnlmu and
those in foster care, r:lpondr.ng o anti-LGETO) com-
menes in the dassroom, and mare.

COLAGE {mlz@tﬂrp‘hﬁ&-mdchm!-mnﬂd:]: The
woalkic from COLAGE, the narionsl organizarion for
people with LGBTD) parents, affers suggestions for
ways stadents with LGBTIQ parenes can respond
comman guestions of assmptions aboot ther Famdlies,
plus an e-mail template oo belp stadenes write o their
eeachers, explaining their family stricture (and whether
cheywant this revealed ro the class). advocating for rep-
resengacion in che curmsaulum and on Peu'n:ininn ﬂ.ipi,
and (if relevanc), .ll:ru'ngth: reacher to L{]BTQ-Jim—
bic jokees or marginalizing languesge.

Safe Schools for All {sfschoolsforallong): This
site focuses on student rights and whar w do if & sm-
dent expericnces bullving, harassment. or discrimina-
won. [t nplﬁm ko Tiele 1X, a federal :i\ilri@h Laws,
protects all soudents, and how pmp]:cm filz a com-
plaint wich che LS. Deparrment of Educamons OF
fice for Civil Righes if they feel their rghts (or chose
of their child or sadent) have been viclared. The siee &
a project of PFLAG, GLSEN, the National Center for
Lesbéan Righes, GLETQ Legal Advocates & Defenden
{CLJ'LD‘.'. and other members of the Safe Schoals :E‘hr
Al Coalition.

Unite Againse Book Bans (unitcagainsthookbans,
ﬂ!’s]: WE mEﬂI Jﬁe ﬂhm TETAIDES :].m i.ﬂ.d!.ldl'!
infommargon shour book bans, Unire A.Eurm: Book
Bans i the best sngle-focus sice an che suhjecr, with
dars, roalkics, news, and ways of repaming censorship,
Te also inchades book rénrms of challanged and banned
books, with links oo news abour how bans of thar spe-

cific eitle have been handbod. The site s a projoct of
the A Library A 30 in par hip with
puh'.i.durs. LGET'Qnrgm.iz:.ﬁnns, civil ri.;hls organi-
rmations, and others.

Parenting with Pride {Faltnzirtgwﬁilpridamz:lt
This praject froma mmh:rnﬂ:adI.nELG BTQ. Fam.il:g
and educational onganirasions has garhered resources
abmed ar helping parents in Florida “create communi-
ties where every LGBTOQH child Fecls safe, affirmed,
and loved” Ie draws on some of the resources above,
plas additional ones; parengs of LGETC yowch in othe
states, as well as LGET(Q) parents, may find &t a usefal
pm'u] aswell [nmp: for & few items q_;u:r_iﬁl: oo Florids's
laws).

Thie abowve sites are only the tip of the lccherg, Please
wisit memblancom for my full 2024 i of LGETQ
Back-to-Schoal Resounces,

Koo, ton, thae vou also have resoirecs in the de-
cades #LGWQ parents wha have g biefore and
encouncered many of the challenges and questions
you may be experiencing. If you don't know any other
LGBTE families near you, try searching Facebook for
'quc:r Pan:.np.' ar 'I.GHTQFnr:.m:."' and }'nu'." find &
number of online groups offering commandry and sp-
port. Trust also chat you lave given yous kids vools for
resilience thae will help thom firsd eheir way even when
you are not prosent. Lean into the joy and che possibili-
cies. You ve got this,

Dame Rudolph iz the fonmder and publidher af Mombi-
an (mamliancam), @ aoo-time GLAAD Medic Award-
(Lo Hog and resiroe d'a'm.‘.w_p. _pin.r & serreiuble
davabuse of 1,600+ LGETE Sy ook, She serves as
woir wripurid b af el Famsdly Equealiey Communica-
wens Correiiree,

Hid 1
rers baywinckyes P gmail.oan

Camrelr g
ryws byt rehiers el oom

Rosendall
Comntimmen from page 1

thee first ever prosccuted,

A Tramp sapporeer an sockal media proodly noted
that Trump donated his salary as presidene. This ignones
hiuhlrnd:npmnﬁbcninﬁﬁmlh: pravidency, His Er.i&
included nnning up charges
for che Secrer Service when it
pmu:r!rl him d.lurin; stays ar
hiis resors; prcﬁ:ingh':,l Fm'eign.

114

seaying ar his horel when they
were in Washingeon; daugh-
ter Ivanka obtaining dozens of
trademarks from the Chinese
fovemment; and son-infaw
Jazed receiving 52 billion from
tee Saudi government after
leaving the Whire Hogise.

Drear reader, iF you believe
Trump 15 a selfless parror and
humble servamt of the people,
I'd like eo sell you Greenland.
Did you know this modest
man sutographs Bibles?

The crouble with poinzing
oL iigns of the wannabe Glorious Leader’s Pﬂrhn]ng:[
anal cormuprion is char his core supporters cannot ger
enough of b They trear him as a paragon of virtues he

defiles,

On the adher hand, '|'n.u'np is Hmd.ins sapport
around the edges. Some Republicans who suppored
him beefore vow noc mdnmagain. ‘Thar wont macter if
MAGA Republicans succed in thelr vore suppression,
voter intimidation, and shenanigans aroend certifica-
ehon. Bue voting rights defenders are bateling back. The
ﬁﬂ'ﬂ:i: not about vates only, bue Americas soul

IFthe 45¢h president were a
Srar Wars characrer, he would
be Jabba che Hur. He recencly
claimed he was berer loaks
ing than Kamala Haeris, If he
b entertalning Princess Lela
fantasies about her, it could
reprosent a fiew stage in his
cognitive decline

It ix newer smare m undieres-
Cimane an upp-unmr..mrl‘l less
give her free lodging in vour
hesd. Trump bises Aailed i re-
sponse 1o the vice presidens’s
campalgn. He trics vo pall her
ingn his darkness; but dhe =a
creature of the E&h:. andl offers
voters a more uplifting akerna-
tive, A group lled Professor
Pride srates thar Harris would
be d’:mﬂ[ﬂn-LGBTq_Fﬁidm; i J'uli;nl}' hased an
her career so far

Suill, darkmess appeals vo some peaple, They may be

camaged and afmid, but chey tend o perperuace the
du'mg:. As William Fullner once wroze, dsq.-clingm
thar which has robbed chem.

If darkness wirs on November 5, itwill cousa gres
deal of blood and rreasure before it can be overcome,

Which brings me o the Resistance—the trs pa-
ot who would do all we could to thware 3 Tramp
dictatarship.

We would not st idly by as our beloved country was
destroyed by a treasonous sociopah. How many mil-
lions of distidents does “Tawitler Pl:n to round up? And
haw]nnswnulddt:mnfﬂu pqml.-mepm |.1'rw:irJ'|
him if he tanked che economy again by deparcing mil-
Hions of migeant workers?

We oursclves should pot umderstinate the capa-
ity of brazen gnorance to provail. It is amazing how
far Trump's know-nashingism has taken him, Bue how
smam was it fur:ﬁeH:riﬂg\e Foundarion mpuHish
Project 2025 sowe could see whar they were planning?
It's like & Bond villain speech thar gives che hero time to
rurn the mbles,

Americans have Aimed with fascism before, bur &
was defeated. I does not siv well with us. Best to aver
the Trumpian chaos by embracing a party whose expe-
mcnced, i:-rw::\d—]uuh'ng nominee anbrces our cian-
ery’s best aspimtions. Vore Democratic up and down
the ballo.

Richand | Rosemdall is a writer and activist af rrosen-
il e com.

Capyright © 2024 by Richard | Rosendall, AU righes
reserevd.
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manage the educational enviroament so that
all scudems have an pqua] lrd.afenppﬂrumlrr
mw leamn,” said Cheis Erchull, Senior Staff Ar
rorney ar GLETQ Legal Advocates 8 Defend-
e

"W are pleased with
the court’s decision to
affirn what we already
know, dhar stadenes de-
serve o be rreared wich
dignicy and respect and
have a right w frecly
cxpress who they are
without the fear of be-
ing forcibly outed” said
Henry  Klementmowice,
Depury Legal Direcor
ar the ACLU of New
]—Iamp;hin,-_ 'R:r:lml:ing
the Manchesger Scheol
Districs exlsting, af-
firming policy would
have creared an environ-
ment where LGETCH
n:ud.nnu dml‘: H HE
chs who :b:r AT —
and in school, ':hq.-
shoald feel safe, cared
for, and able vo learn to
the best of cheir abilivg”

In woday's decision
the Court cited lan-
guage Fom che cial
court’s reling regarding che Manchester School
Diszrice Policy:

rT]he Mu::,r does not prevent parents Fram
observing thelr childeen’s behavior, moods, and
activieies; ralking vo thelr children; providing
religious oe other aducation to their children;
:hm:uinﬁ where their children live and go to
schoal; nbl::.'mjns medical care and I:mmsdj.ns
for cheir children: manitoring their children's
communicatons aon sodal media: thnnﬁns
with whom their children may socialize: and
deciding whar their children may do in their

“We are pleased
with the court’s
decision to
affirm what we
already know, that
students deserve
to be treated with

dignity and respect

and have a right to

freely express who
they are without
the fear of being
forcibly outed.”

= HENAY MLEMENMTOWICT
DEFUTY LEDAL DEIETTON AT THE ACLU OF
NEW IANTSHRE

Frec time, In shoet, the Policy places no limies
an the P]:inl:iﬂ"'s ahility to parent her child as
she sees fit.

GLBTQ Legal Advocares & Defenders
{GLAD} and the ACLU of New Ha.mpﬁine
r:Pltscmrr.l New Ha:rqldﬂju rareng Heather
Romerd and her son Mico, a Mew Hampsh ire
high school soudent, on a faend-of-the-court
bricf filed in the case,
Jame Doe v Manchester
Schoal Districe.

-t.'m =0 Er:wﬁ.ll. &|=I
Mico has che suppart
he needs in schoo!” said
Mico’s mother, Heather
Romerd, at the time
their bricf was fled.
“OF course | want iy
child to feel he can talk
to me abour anything,
bzt above 2l [ want him
to feel safe and happy.
1 undersand chas he
needed o be able o
talk abour what he was
poing through with
others before he came
to me, and ['m so glad
he had thatr :hm:!,'ru;t
a5 | am glad that he had
the chance o see how
mach his family loves
and suppors him once
he was ready w0 come
o us”

“le was important for
me o hi\! I|‘lt: R.I.Fw'[
of other people [ could cruse co help me feel
ready to ealk o my parents, especizlly peo-
ple whe could help make is casier for me o
talk o my mom.” said Nice Romerl, a New
Hampshire transgender high school student,
“Transgender smudents wane the ame op-
portunicy oo learn and be ourselves, juss like
any kid, without having to worry chat adules
ar school will violate our oust. If someone
had decided o cell my mom whar they choaght
shawl:mrgmnk:. it wonld have martu:h]nr w
musch harder for me ar schaal and ar home.”

Nursing Home
Comtirued from puage I

the licensing process for “wmall house nuning
homes,” sleemarive care centers that focus on
smaller groups of residents and using familkar
domestic moutine

Long-term care facilivics would also be re-
qui:rnl ti develop outhreak response phm to
help contain che spread of disease and ensure
communication with st health officials, resi-
denes, families and sraff.

The hill wonld also rexquire stare healch of
ficials to escablish rraining programs on infec:
won preventhon and control, resident care plans
and seaff safery programs, The Department of
Public Health would be required to come up
with plans to let residents of a facility engage
in Facexo-face contace, comamuendcations, and
I\di.siuus and recrearional acrivities.

Some |nn£-r.=m care Facilicies became huhs
of COVID-9 transmission, In 2020, ar least
76 poople dicd in a long-rerm care vererans

home in Masachuscets, one of the naions
worst COVID-19 matheeaks.

Those who make the decision o put their
lowved anes in 2 nursing home or long term care
facilicy deserve to know they will be procect-
ed, sald Democratic Senare President Karen
Spilka,

“This bll will give the Commonwealth the
resttrocs and tools o cnsure thedr safety, weed
aut bad actors in the Aekl and enforce aver-
slﬁh‘t ard accountabilicy” she said.

The legistacion would also creare a new fund
0w h!lp FeCTIHE & [emgru'rm care workForce, ins
du‘llns Erants oo dw:lnp new certihed nurs.ln!I
assistanes and grancs for direct case workess (o
train to become Heemsed praceical nurses.

Under the bill, the DPH would have the
authority to revoke a long-teom care fciliey’s
license for a failure to provide adequate care or
for a lack of financial capacity. The bill would
z.img.iv:s health officials dupcrwcr o appodint
4 PEMPOMATY MARFET.

The bill now heads ro Gov. Maara Healey for
her signarars,
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billy masters
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Afier spending s much time overses, T ended my sammer with
hadk-to-hack cxoursons vo Provincomown, Wy didn't 1 st szay ghere?
Givea Fellya chance rocarch his breach—and ger more condoms! Dr-
Ing eny firse jaont, Tsaw che werrific Thirsey Burdington in*Cher 19877
Like ber previous show ("Cher 19757, this i locked into 2 specific era
of the diva’ career, While Cher spent moss of the "80s focusing on ace-
ing, 1987 marked her reeum to recording such hits as *1 Found Some-
o, "We All Skcp Alane”, and © BclnBB:ng' —all =g Biveee by Thirsey.
Whar is Cher withoux i]:-en.m'lﬂar pmu! Eadier this summer, Bob
Mﬂieg:\:u Bu.r]mgmnhia. seal n{zpprm'zl. so thars g:md. engh far
me, Having this talenned diva back where she bebongs isa gift chax keeps
on giving, She's ar The Crown and Anchor an Tucsdays through Sep-
eember | Teh, Gral your tickers at OnlypATheCaowmoom,

1 then cusghe Jamie Morris amd his tadenved roupe at the Pose OF
fice Caf and Cabaree for *The Devil Wears Padon” [ was curious how
he'd marn chis Aick o an howr show, Clevedy, he jectismed several
sabploes and fooused his sbandant gifs on the moments we all wait
for (be did similar work with “Mommie Queeres”). Morris' imper.
sanarion of M Prir.srl:.' :u;nw]gnd the restof his ph:vtn pfm‘j.l: the
;-:an'r serting, It’s a clever amil riamphant evening i’:”l.lgh camp in the
best way possible. kb runs theoagh Oceober e, ar which posn ic will
Ekely erekle down to some tragic dinner theater in your locale, Unal
chen. get your tckees at PoseOfice Cafiener.

Later in the week, | reeumned oo Provinoeeown o sce John Meldan-
il and Liz Callaway— again ar the Post Office Cabarer, There aren's
:rscu:!_h SI.I:P-!:I.'LI.I:i\'I:E in the world o describe Liz Callaway. Sorike char—
she revealed that one critic called her che Marni Nixon of animaetion
{leak it up), Quire smply, she is sublime, I 1 were somenne who be-
Beved in Gad, Td say he Lissed those golden vosal cords, which show
no sign of stopping, That she B8 as down oo carth as amyone with her
extraordinary talene anly makes me bove her more. The show induded
a genomous porton From her live, Grammy-nominated CI, “To Stoe
With Lowe: Liz Callaway Celebrares Sondheim”, You can sl buy fac
all good {and noc-so-good ] rerailers. Credic McDaniel for bringing her
o Prown and collaboraring on a delighehal show ffed wich lots of fan-
(5511 mn{[ﬂx—mc{ harmamies? And chere's dish. You do know shou
!:;r'ﬁ[lln.gm Foor Srretsand, right? There's caly so much she can say, 18
sy it she does, Thanks, Liz (and Johnmy)

Crise could say I saved the best fisr lase. {:rrtu.i|1|:f. s hard w0 ik
Mliss Richficld 1981 — alr]'lm.ﬁh seomes of peogle havetried. Her show,
“Phany Baloney™, grapples with che Al orisis—and nobody is facing
maee of a crisis chan Miss Richifield herself. Armed mlely with her
S]'u:!: cell F]mne I:hm.liju ar Radio Shack, vlmow)), she's had capacity
audiences in sticches all summer ar the Pilgrim House as she tries m
rackle wechnology, She's assisted (and somerimes nor assisied) by au-
dience members whao don't know whar they're geming Ineo, Thar's afl
forr the best. Her material ds freshe her mind s Hghening Gise, and her
costumes.well, at least she's gos hee mind and matcrial. Oh, she's abo
got shows at the Pilgrim Howse until Sepeember Lt Gee your sickess
ar l’ilﬁrimHmn:i":m.:nm.

With all che love in the ais, you'd swear it was spring, Hac here we
are, & bit of 2 nip in the air, on the casp of fall, and we have codles of
u‘eddmg mews, Finso 1, auE Em| I'ill[-_!.'-ﬁﬂ.mqn ded the knor with his
boyfriend, Anthony Carbane. The cercmony ook placs on a 45-acne
harse Em in Rhode Iland—as all good gay weddings shoukl. Car-
b sakd,, "l was not about the pomp and the fuss of cverything—bue
abenst what it all means to us, 1 juse really wanted to keop it simple, with
the closest core of our Family and friends who have watched our love
wary grow every single day” Wich over 120 in arvendance, | can only
asmame my invication Elstlnri.n thee mail

Then Raopers Evercrn made 3 shocking annauncement—he foald
married cardier this year! This is surprising since e previously called
the instinarson of marrtage, “nor oy dden of heaven™ —which 1 suppose
& betrer than b bedng his idea ofbell. Mot surpdsingly, he marsbed long-
e b Henrigue, who we hear is & Brazilian acoounsant. A “Frend”
revealed, "Hensique is absobaeely charming, He's mther quice and hap-
F!I' ™ ln: HIJI"“ Ih ocenere !l::p':.—whi:h bﬂw d’: I.I.Iumm. WI‘E“
can | find a Henrigue af my own? While decails remain scarce, we're
mald dselnw-hyn:emmm:.- ok ph:c ar London's Camden Town Hall,
Fellorwed by lunch ar Clao Bella—Drrch mrear, T'm sre. *T bave always

haned weddings, alchough T do love funcrals” Rapern quipped. [ do

hnpr: thar wasn't his roast!

lesl:mg af EME‘EW. the (]gtlm.rlx F'h:.'hmm' will host che wodd
premiere masical version of “My Best Friends Wedding”. The songs
all come from the Burt Bacharach-Hal David songhoak, ard the
cast nclisdes ewo of our Frvarios, Tony-winner Mate Dowle plays M3
chael—the bes fFriend in quetion. Assuming the role of George (made
famous by Me Evereet), we have our own Telly Leang, who will 1n-
doubeedly deliver his rp-:ci.:I'hﬂaﬂ of sam. The show nuns Scpl::ml'h:r
2ich d\mugh Cicrober 27dh, and you Gin Ft:s'du:r.\r z {‘.Ip:nquil:?lay
honseorg,

Mo all mardapes weathes che scorm, I's with dar sentimens thac
Leah Remind and her husband Angelo annaunced they are splicting
ap. This one saddens o, beeanse [ liked them as a conple. Sars, we
never kivow what people are like when the cameras aren't rolling, Leah
uinlw]ndgﬂ that in her statement about why the mardage didn't lass.
“Too pur it simply, we both changed. as people do, and we goc used vo
playing roles thar didns At us amymore.” Ain't chas someching? [ don'
knaw if 1've ever heard ic explained as honescly before. Good Inck mw
chem borh

Firsr chiere was Rigl’m;{. Then, the Loch Mes Monsrer, And now, a
srartling, unpredkrabls, almost othe-worldly sigheing—Wendy Wil-
liams in pulblic! On .*u.lg,usl. 19ah, he was scen at Bolings Balanes, a
Mewark shop chat sells herbal amd holistic health sids® The glamarous
gabber was with her son, Kevin ., who explained to his mom whar all
the produces were, We're eold Williams knew where she was and conld
even walk unasdsred. The phono she took with cwmer Vicror Bowman
shows herin gmd spirics if moc agmd Wi & YOI CAN SeE O il
EErR O

A pgb{mg af ‘K.:nd, Willlams makes me chink of Anna Nicols
Smith. Happily, ber daoghier Dannichynn was recently seen in a cospla
costurne, That micans | haad v book up whae cosplay is, e short for “oos-
rumie play”, and it’s hasically when people dres up @ charcters from ane
ime and video games. k stamed sprciﬁﬁu:r with “The Power Ha.nw:m'.
bt now is 2 more widey-used term_none of which interests me in the
slighres. Larry Birkhead brought his dangher 1o Power Marphican in
Pasadena, where we are rold the Eirl E0C T LSS Some of her favarie ac
ms frnll&],.l.]wwilw-“:mn TV, She was dressed & a few of her Favor-
e “Kamen Rider” characrers—Hino Bl Ankh, and a spectal version of
Eiji being possesed by Ankh (1 say a5 i1 ke what T'm L.I.[H:IIE,-IJJUI.H:‘.

fou Il pecall 1 recently book a mad trip o Baltimon: far the cab abes

(GE&M and Olive Grove are my favorices). Abs, | dide’s nen into Kevin
Spacey. | guess he was busy since his Balimare shode was foredosed
apan and sold ar aurerion for £3.24 million. Ik was ma]'npa.:l upi::,- Ram
Asgari, who is nor the Irenian frness model whe marmed Brisney
Spears. This Is o Bethesda-hased Invesor who docs not have an “H in
his Last name. Wou know whar else he docmn’t have? Access oo his house!
Reparmedly, Spaccy refuses to leawe—notcven for crab cakes!! Making i
even crais, Asgar says,"He'vasking for six monthes mo kave the property
without paying arything.” Spacey’s lamyers sy, “The acoasasion by Me
Asgari is false” Bur if Kevin isstill chere and noe ln:.'ing.wha:'s false?

A budding repoer serw in this week’s "Ask Billy” question. Roger

in NYC says, 7 wuas walbing dows Madizon Avermur s o 4 growp of

b Jlun'euglfﬁ M_mu e J.[u-_r ufwf.inuhgu wﬂ.‘_ﬁv Tev and the
Gyt

I ks woie won't gt vour press card with thae kinda pournalisen,
Roxges, Roger. Roger—it was a scene for season theee off “And Jus Like
Thae..."—the soqued to"Sex and the Ciey”) Bue | knew what you meant—
past Bke | know the hot shirthess guys in guestion arc employees of Ma-
rio Cantone’s chamore Andhony ar his Hor Fellas bakery, Did yoa
!nm)en T S ANy n{r}u!grﬁ. there? &'GL!I:ETJ’E:\! werein the scene—as
shmh:.lsmn:nm nzmed Mickey Blank for her social media prasge- M-
Llrallf.]lnu can chedk our more than their bans on BillyMasrers com,

When we're serving hot gays and carbs, s definiely tene to end yer
another column, Lase week, tt was erab cakes and Pﬁll‘l\iv{"”ﬂ. Thiz
werk, it's herbs and loaves Last woeek wins! We had Cher 1987, and
Miss Richficld 1981, Well, I'm Billy Mssers 1969, And 69 ain't jus
ayear, as you'll sze oo www Billyhasters.com—the site chat’s as limher
as ics owner. If you'd like 1o find out for yourself, send your indecen:
proposals to me dirscdy ac Billy@RillyMascers.com and 1 promise to
ee back so you once 1 ger all of the sand out of my crevices. Unail nexs
s, sememiber, one man’ filth is another man’s bibls,

il e
Thirsty Burlington
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Combinued froms page |

geon of western Massachuseens that is home o several -\.<>||-:p;:>.
arvmsenms and theavers. Also in the count were counties thar

are home go Pas |J|-.1_D:~rgnn; Asheville, Norch Carolina: and

Trhaes, Mew York, where Cormell Universiry and Frthaca Caol-
|l:|.u' are locared

The locations aren't entircly sarprising, since they Gl in lme
with culcural stereceypes of gay men beingurban creararesand
leshian women being ourdoorsy, said Crissi Dalfonzo, direcror
of the Center for LGBT Educaion, Ourreach and Services ac
Ithacs Callege

“Srereceypes often exisc for a reason, bur they can be prob-
lemarc becusse I,l\::r can rake away ghe individalic }'." Dalfon-
0 said

Genler pay incquity may be a fictor, oo, Experts say some
of the differences may be due o male couples having |Lil'ju.'r
incomies and able m live in more expensive :1ig ciries, while fie-
male couples are more likely to be raising children.

“In general. Large urhan seccings are more expensive and less
child-friemdly chan suburhan and razal arcas. As sach, it makes
sense char female couples uw:mldﬁjw for kess wrban ocales” said
Gary Gages, a retired UCLA demographer who spadied LG-
BT fsses,

The differemces play inte some traditional stereotypes, but
they also may boil down to where male and female coeples feel
mMOST ar case, “'hE[I'lr ][:‘ a FCE_IiﬂK ﬂl-n:nmrnurl.ln' ar !lﬁ.'[\' in
smaller rowns or the camfoer of 'u_ag.ﬁnrhnoch" i bug cities,
said Amy Srome, & socinlogy pn:-Fc:.mr ar Triniry Undversity in
San Anonto,

“Te's whese p«;upl..- feel safs v ngor wihene :Pn_-:, find SUPHPOFT,
Where pay couples feel safe and whese female couples focl safe
't always the same place” Seone sid

Stone studied ar Amherse Callege in Hampshire County,
Massachusets, in the Berkshires, which is also home o che
University of Masachuseres Amherst and two hiscorically
all-female colleges, Smich and Mount Holyoke colleges. The
counry had rJ|<-J.|rl_';-ar share of female same-sex couple house-
|seeldde imoahve ULS,, a0 almost 4%, .xu.l.'dllllj‘ ro ghie 20020 ¢ensas,
Orver the decades, ir has been home o leshian mashe and film
I‘:rsli\.'l.h. a8 “’E” AN sCOncs (li‘ll'!l'“-lrl-lm'll{'ll .!n. Lilalatiln] II'—\] Llll'

pural imstittions,

“Everyonc knew it was a plice lebians ofton stayed afte
graduating” Stane said. “There have been a ot of lesbian -
mations there for along dme.”

San Francisco Councy had the |:|_'g¢st shiare of male same-sex
;nupl- howschalds, st almost 63,

Thede wis some ove |‘.'J.J’: berwesn the 10 cigkes snd coun-
tics with the lrgest share of female and male same-sex couple
herschalds — Whshingeon, DhC; Richmond, YVirgt amd
St. Loutis, Rounding out the list for male samc-sex couple

houschaolds were counties or parishes that are home o New
Odeans, Denver, Adanta and Fort Larderdale, Florida. Foc fe-
||'ﬂk SAmMEe X I:m.lph.' |'|r.|lud:m]|]s. 124 i]'ll.'l'!l&d dK coungy [I'Ii[
is home to Deczur, Geosgia, a saburb of Adanra; and Bald-
e

In puare mumbem, Los -’.ngg—ln_-, :':h,lnl:_? was [ops bar boch
rypes oof same-sex couples, bue s alve by far the most popa-
ks cosnty in the LS, with more than 10 million residents,

I|-| its curment EU.-IH. I'JIA: an I."‘ﬂ'li:'h'ﬁ'\l: CCnses Capurcs
LGBTQ+ people anly if they are living togecher as spouses
ar parcners, through queries abour household relatonships,
which is only abou a sixch of the LGRTO#+ popularion in che
Li5.. aﬁul:d'.ug £ snine estimaces, As a readn, ip misses Ih.'l:ll.'i.:'
wh are \.Ingk OF aFe Mok -\nhq}nurlng. as well a5 rr.'.mgrm!.c—.
people.

It las I.l|||:. been in the last decade that ehe Census Burcan
adided “same sex” and “opposice sex” w it redagienship catego-
rics for spouses and unmarricd partners in its surveys amd the
CEnsL.

‘The Census Burean currendy is look ing zx Jddmg questions
abour sevual orientasion and gender identicy for people ages 15
and older to irs annesl Amercan Communiry Survey, which is
the ApEnCy s FMOSE |_|=|>|>rn-h|_-mw; survey of Amerlcan lide,

Gay couples are highly visshde in Broward Councy, home
po Port Lawderdale, which has a gay police chief and mayor,
said Krith Blackburn, whao heads the Greater Fort Lauderdale
LGHT Chamber of Commerce

“It’s the warmth and acceprance that everyone in Broward
Connry seems o give our communiry. We have a L:-l:anp-e nly
By ofhcal:” Blackbham said. “You see same-sex muplm hald-
Ing hands everywhere”

Fallow Mike Schmetder on the jovial plagfirm X @litke-
Scbueider AR

A massive Fainbow g s cariad through tha city's Midtosn deelict dusing fie anniual Gay Pride Parsca in Allanta, Ga:, Ocl. 13 2018,
AP Phoia by Fobin Fame

By Windows | Baplamber & 4 | Paga ]
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