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A Queer Parent’s View on the Coming Election
hyﬂam]hdo]ph | drudolph@mombian.com
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1 am writing chis column sherdy
befare the November election, an
elecrian thar will have major rami-
ficasions for LGETQ familics. Lec’s
Lok ar where we are sow and what's
at stake,

Approximately 5 million children
are being raised by an LGETQ) par-
ent in the US,, and more chan 2.5
million Li: FI'Q_ adules are parent-

ing children under the age of 18,
according to & June repor from
UICLA% Willinms Instivure, Almicss
athied {32%) of LGBTC) aduls re-
port ever having a child (whoe may
now be grown or living elsewhenc).
And i therey ane thing thae LG-
BT hiscory has taught us, it'’s thae
we are resilient.

'Iha\e}m&bamgm;dm

this year in parentge legisligon o
procect LGBTQ families, nocbly
in Massachusers and Michigan. On
the fiip side, chere have also been
mare than $00 and-LGETCY stane
bills acrass the counery. More than
340 have been defated, which is
hmmni.ng,hul: more than 150 have
become law or are advancing, per

sec MOMBIAN, purgs 4
Ending Trump’s ‘rough hour’
Twiil go down writing
by Richard | Rosendall | rrosendall@starpower.nes
" contributing writer
(&
Madness 35 the monster in the aof crtle on US. farms. And the mul- extreme carclessness.

cleses as Election Day approaches.
For enmple. Danald Tmml: SaYE
Kamals Harris wants 1o han cows
ansd windows,

Washingron Post codieminis Dana
Milbank, afier pointing out chat
Trumng said the same thing about Joc
Biden in 2020, writes, “Four yoars
lazer, chere are =ll 87 milkon head

hillion-dollar U8, window marker
i growing mud.i]:ft Yer it didn't oc-
cur 1o Trump defenesrare these
wacky clabms,”

Defencstration s execution by
throwing  people  out  windows,
Someone onos told me defencstra-
tian is a synonym for masturhation,
whidh is crue anly if it is done with

This elecrion could be a referen-
dum on Americak nri;i:ul zin, am-
bodied in the h:,lpm;r];y of a shve
cwner declaring thar "Wl men are
created squal” The cantrast beeween
our croed and cur conduer las deiv-
e 248 years of struggle.

We are days away from leamning

ser ROSENDIALL, poge 4

Black Male Votes Matter!

by Rev, Fresee Mowroe

The sz time T s a huge FJHT—
ing of Blick men was the Million
Man March in 1995, They came ta
the narions apcnol m wvoice cheir
CONCITns "!rﬂ.'ll'ls Was aone u{ &lﬂm
denr!wnf'[ftads.rd'l. aver L5
million Black men registered o vore
For the frse cime.

Cin 'i'l.lu.dl,; Ocrober 29, a week
before Election Day, & brocherhood

3

of black men patherad again. BET
Media Groap premiered the “BET
Black Men's Sammir” and comedian,
acros, and eadlo host DL Hisghley
hoseed, It wis srcamed an BET+,
BET.com, and across the BET social
media placforms. Again, they came to
voice their concems on topics impar-
tant o them, They addressed seven
Iopics:

Pherio wim Ui, Favefoos;

Harris' recond
Profecring our communiry
Confronting sexism

Seare of the sconormy
Ecomamic opportunity
Protecting Black women

Call b action

Alsa, the brotheshood gachered

s MOMROE, p.aze 5

LGBTQ Guide to
Election Night

FPhoio via Adcba,

By Lisa Keen
Feem Neny Service

For many poopls, the specrer of
Wovember 8, 2016, looms lage aver
clection day Movember 5, 2024, The
2016 clection day was Puixd o
me the Democras Hillary Clincon

become the fims woman president,
Famousdy, it didn't happen. At 240
am. thar Wednesday, major media
began calling the rage for Republi-
can Doenald Thump.

Four years later, it ook ungl the
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k'sadrumbeat, a chrem, an deceric
curTent running rhrnuj'l my mind
and bnd:,l ona ch.i.lr basis. “Ic” is che
news = an endless stream on phone
(Tm addicred), TV, Matlonal Pub-
lic Radbo, The pundite, newscaseers,
cornmentagors oot down  hours,

The Drumbeat

by Judah Leblang | www, JudahLeblang com
comiribnting writer

-ria}:, weeks cll ekcion di]', and
whﬂ“r omes next, J_lh a I.‘I.IH):I:\-
niecker ar a frve-car pil;up,lcm'r]nni:
sway, and can't mop thinking abosr
the dlection and lts aftermath

see LEBLAMG, pagr 7

“I’m a good singer, you know. I'm a good singer. 'm not
a great singer, right. But, you know what? I'll take good.”

- Char during har mduction spesch bo the Rock & Rofl Hail of Fame.

miora in Billy Masters on page 8
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Sarurday sfer elecion day before owo majar
news coalitions could repart [emocrar Joe
Riden was che vicoar over Tremp.

This yeas, Iz & hasd to predice when a winner
in the presidental race berween Republican
Trump and Demoerae Kamala Harris mighe
become apparent. As the Mew Republic maga-
zine n:p-urmd Oceober 23, A flood of GOP-
aligned polls has been released for the precise
purpase of influencing che polling averages,
ansd thus che eleccion forecess, in Trump's fa-
v, lmk-rﬁg at amly well-known Lnuj:p;rsdcnr
pelling operatians, several things ssem clear ar
this paine, just days before the election:

# In seven stares polls are toe close to predict
the oumcome: Georgia, Morch Carolina,
]"cnnsﬂvulia. M'.in:hip.n, Wiscongin, Me-
vads, and Arizona Thiey have & combined
rocsl of 93 Electoral vores (EVs), In 2020,
Democetle nominee Joo Biden won six of
the seven (all but Norch Carolina), Carrent
polling in these stabes sugpese Harris will
take 30 EV, Trump 43,

Two states, Mebraska and Maine, spl.il: their
Elecroral vores based on who wins each
Cengressional districe. Palling ar che ma-
Ment Baggesrs thar, of the nine Elecrorsl
voucs they have combined, fve will go
T and four e Harrls

o In the other 41 stares, where roults seem

-

Largely predicrable {due o each sam's pasc
-mr.ms records, crrrent L:rEe Fnl]ing mears
gins, and known demnsrz.phiu::_‘,‘. Harris has
222 EVs and Trump 214, Add in the likely
splits feom Mebraska and Malne, the -
biers show Harrls with a core 226, Trumgp
with a care 219,

lf:wint; stare EVs are disribimed based on
who has the dniest nl"nu.rs:im. Harris appears
poised to win 276 o Trump's 262 Ic rkes 270
E0 Wi

1§ neisher candidage has a clear pach m 270
at 10 pune EDT, dr is lkely that Tramgp will
have acowmulared 258 EVs o Hamis' 196,
Once dhe p—uﬂs elose in California, "x"uhinﬁ-
o, Orrgun. and Idaho az 11 pem. (£} pm.
POT), Tromp will pull in four Elecvoral
vores from Idaho, and Harriz will surge o
the win ning mark of 270 wich the addition
of the Ta Elecroral vores of the three west
el spares,

Bue no ane should count an petting to bz
at a decent howr Movember §; there are just
oo many ifs, ands, and buts —nemerous
other scenarios char could p]:_\- out, inched-
ing the |:'-L1:iili\i|i|:3.I thar some saces will noc
know gheir resiles until many hours or days
afver che polls close.

Plas, there are other races of knterest 1o
LGETQ woaers Toesday night. Pechaps
the most significant is leshian LIS, Senator
Tammy Baldwins very I:iﬁht race to win re-
election to a third term. Republicans have
pummieled her seate with television ads claim-

ing thac Baldwin is an extreme radical crying

Autn Home

Business  Condo

Tnsuing your st cleerished possessions

Pet Insurnnes

8 Clarendon 51 Boston GI17-437-9-400
Jilwlnerioan

o “force gitls to share bocker moms wish bio-
|nsia:alm-|'.r|_‘ Her oppenent has been dajm.ing
Baldwin wanes to “change Ticke IX o allow
guys to ply in girls’ spores and guys 1o go inco
gels’ bocker rooms and bathrooms” They have
even derided her for “being in bed wich Wall
Seeeet) a thinly valed reference to other attack
ads noting that Baldwin's wealthy gidfriend &
an invesmmene advisor in Manhattan.

A gay Republican is running a long-sho
camgaign for the open LIS, Senate seac in New
jﬂu_-_.',}mr ks nor expwed £ win,

Fificen openly LGETCQ people are running
for LIS, Houwss sears this years gen incumbents
andl five challengers, Polls soggest four of chose
Fve meweoiners could win, and. Democrats
need a net gain of four new seats in onder o
tzke che majarity in the House. Things are a
lirde crickier in the Senare. There, Democrars
would need w h‘mg anie o Abzana, Chio,
ans:.llwm:l , and Wisconsin and pi;l: up Mew
Jersey amad Michdgan in order w ke the Sen-
aEC majoray.

Here'’s a briel synogsis af what to watch for
and when on Election Might (afl times EDT):

7:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Presidential race: Trmg will likely end
the hour with 81 FElecroral votcs, Harrs
16, 1§ Harrds takes either Georgla or Morth
Caralina, a bag upsct is in the works, Keop an
cye ofn Virginias 13 EVe Polls indicase they
are “likely™ to go to Harris, bus an upser chere
would seriously hamper Harris' prospects bor
the rest of the evening.

U.S. House: Incumben: Becaa Baline of
Vermoat I:a:-]algu] :up-uis-ed oo win easihy.
H:00 = 904 p.m.

Presidential  race:  Michigan  and

Pennsyhania are the swing states to watch this
ksur. Harris needs both; if Trump wins either,
he has a muoch stronger chance of getting
I,

U.5. Senate: Openly gay horelier Curis
Bashaw is running for the sear lelk open by
Demacrate Senasor Roberr Menendez of
Mew Jersey (Menender was convicred in
July for accepring bribes in reruem for helping
Egypr and Carar.) In addition to running red
in a very blue state, Bashaw has not ran for or
hield elective office before and his Diemaocratic
opponent has served owo rerms in che LIS,
Haouse,

0:00 — 10:00 p.m.

Presidential race: Wisconsin is a must-win
for Harris Arzona has heen close bac l:aru'ns
toward Tremp, B Harris has won Pennsylvania
aral Michigan in the previems hour, Wisconsin
would position her ta reach the magic mark of
270 Ebecroral wores re win when the west coast
stabes arc meported.

U.5. Semate: Leshian US. Senator Tammy
Baldwinizinavery dose race to wina thind term.
Her opponent, 3 Republican businessman, has

KAUFFMAN
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a beother whaose P-nu'im| action commirtee
hias spenc several million dellars in amack ads
againse Baklwin, Omne actack ad mencions chat
Mew York reddenes have donared $1.3 million
o the Baldwin campaign: o did pisr menden
that her opponent, Republican Eric Howde,
bt a home and business in Orange County,
California. And Howdes beotho, Steven,
contributed ac least 32 million tw oppose
Baldwin.

1.5, House: S Rrp._ﬁ:lh.—_]ﬂhr'_mjl i:.'u.hng
the pulls g win the Texas 32nd ['-.u:grrwmlul
distedcr sear, The Dallis Moening MNews
enadorsed her, and she could become the first
openly LGBTQ member of Congress from
the southern states.Fommer LS. House Rep.
Mondaire Jones is nanming for New tork's 17ch
Congressional diserice sear. The :.m]h. shomw
him even with Republican incumbent Michael
Lawler,

10:00 — 11:00 p.m.

Presidential race: The swing stase ofMevada,
with six EVs, has been |ua:r|in|5 towand Harris,
though some palls have called it a ross up at
this lice point. National Public Radio reported
this month thar rl\e']'rurup camnpaign has spent

£17 million on campalgn mh]'m.- traying Harris

a5 in favor of cransgender surgery for prison
inmares and migranes. The ads are appearing in
all seven sWing staces, u'u'l.udl:ng Mevada

11:00-12:00 a.m.

Presidential race: I there i, as dhere was
in BORD, a “red wave™ of votes for Trump for
moast '."F I'J'Ir r'.'rrl.inE IJI:K I'II.' hl.‘ :L'if}xd C‘I'IIT
263 Elecroral vores, the “blue sunami™ will
hiz ar 11 p.m. with the reparc of voms from
Califormia, Chregan, and mh‘hing‘l:nn. All three
will i far Harris, piv |ng|kr their 74 EVs, fora
rokal of 170

U8, House: California and Washington
Saate each have at beast one openly LGETC}
candidate for the LS. House thar is well
Pl:uil::ilmed to win. In California, chat iz
Wil Rollins, making his zecond hid for the
Congressional Diszric 4l sear, He & up
against Repoblican incambent Ken Calvert,
amd the laem P‘J:Il showed them ded. In
Washimgron  Seate, Seatc  Senator  Emily
Randall was the top vote getter in che all
partics primary, im'|u|.:|il||'.|: 23000 more votcs
than the other tep Demacras and 1M} more
than the second top vose geveer, 2 Republican.
The sear is seen as g ux]idt} Diemacraric one,

T 2024 Keer Nrws Sersdce. .Jffr.agl.l'r:r:r-:.-nwj'.
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2024 Election Information
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the ACLU—srill Ermnmﬂn:(.

In anccher area, the LIS Supreme Court
Dobhs decision that ended the federal right
te abarton has also chramned access 1o in
viero fervilizadion (IVF), a ferlity rechnigoe
wsed by both queer and non-queer Eumilics,
The Alabama Supreme Coart ruled cadier this
year that frozen embryos should be considered
“children.” cansing almwost all IVF providers in
the mace to immediacely halt services, fearful of
|.|ahi|inl.'. Soare ltsiim:inn WS qu&]rpamd m
provide legal immunicy o IVF providers and
patienes—bur some lwmakers and advocares
remain concerned thar v seill does not offer
arfficient proscction, and seme worry aboat
similar threats to IVF in other staces thar have
l:ulldd—utinsmhqm md!nrf!rusuupmph-_

Many queer parenzs are therefare worried
shaout access oo IVF as well as mndnruprm
dustive and sexusl healch care, per a recent
swuly from researchers st Clark Universiry and
Harvard Medical Schoal; some queer parents,
capectally in aborton-hostile sares, even said
they had sopped erying to get pregnant again
because of the risk uFPuEnamq :l:lmpl'n.—uiom
in an enwironment where they may oot be able
[y 2O0ESs Care.

And even now, 10 saces have relignru.s -
empaion biws thay permic medical profession-
als w0 decline o serve LGETQ dients, per the
Movement  Advancement Projece. Fourteen
states alsa permit state-licensed child welfare

3cs to rofuse services to children and
families, incleding LGETQ people and same-

{1=9 -Dul.l_P]:l. H’dminsm:nnﬂ.i:uuﬁ dﬂif re-
ligious beliefs,

In many stares, oo, childrens books thar aw-
thentically reflect LGBTC and ather marginal
Ized identisses are being banmed or resesicred in
piblic schoals and libraries,

That's mot a rosy pictuse—but it could
get 2 lot worse. Based on t]'tinss saidd by
Donald an.rnp and thowm in his circcle, such
anti-LGETO) moves would be encouraged.
strengthened, and excended under a Tramp
Frﬂldcnc:,\, either :h\eulsﬁ direct Pu:d.:n;jnl
power, Trump-appainaed judges, or simply a
ferelle elinuace for mech podicles, Amaong other
things, L15. Supreme Courr Justios Clarence
Thomas's concurring opinion in Dobbs made
it clear that some conservatives are alio aim-
ing to restrict or avertum the fedeml r'tsl'u:m

And Projece 2025, a poliqr iniriarive
published by conservasive chink wnk The
Heritage Foundation, promores a “biblically
based” definition of mardage and family, as-
scrting that family forms ather than a het-
crosexual, intact m:.rriasn' lead o ']ﬁsﬁcr
levels of inscabilicy™ and POUTED OULCHINES far
children. This has been proven false by dozens
of peer-reviewed smdies over decades. Wever.
thales, ?m"u.t 025 mraces char *For che sake
of child well-being, [govermnment] programs
should affirm chat children require and deserve
bt the lewee and rurnaringafa motherand the
play and pratection of a father™ IF the policics
in Projece 2025 were implemented, LGETCGY
people and families could face widespread le-
Eal dizcriminacion in nﬂupr.im and Foster care,
hmJ.-:ing.mph::,m:ru. and mare,

Many of the suthars, edivors, and concrib-
tors o Project 2025 have dies to the Trump

nmpn:gn andor his Ftrrrimu administratian,
per the New York Times. Trump himself has
spread malicious lies ahowr schooks rying m
“mske” kids rransgender, snd has sald he would
stop all gender-afirming carc for minoes,

LGBTE dssues aside, 1 am also deeply con-
cerned by things Donald Trump bas said chat
indicate he would govern with little ::\s;rd for
the guardrils of our democracy.

Kamala Harriz, on the other hand, has ad-
vocared for reproductive righes and LGETO
r'tshu. and mnd\nmpiﬂn af mnninm: :qluJ-
iry, Mo, Ido nog sgree with her on every b
Mo candidate ks perfect, Bur if Donald Trump
wins, many more of us will be oo busy fight-
ing discrimination and defending our rights
as LGBTC) people to have the time to tackle
wocher ismres of social justice and peace, at
home or around the woddd. Wich Hards, we
have a becter chance to do thar,

5o voge. Voo eardy if you can. Urge your
childsen tovare if they are old enough, Offer
1o take fricnds and neighbors w the polls (or
arrange transportation for yourself, i need-
ul:l WVoe all the n}'illnn your balloe— state
and lol elections are also vital. Talk withev-
eryone you can about why chis election mat-
ters o vou. And visic priderochepollscom,
F [mrjg:: of The Human I?.ig}n:: (_‘,nmpnig.rl.
Foundation, for resources on vorkng, vorer
suppression and frand, georing a free Lyft dde
e the polls, and mare, This dlection will shape
the kind of counery we ar passifg on to our
children, and that’s worth all the effors we an
Fiveir.

Dﬂukﬂdﬁ?ﬁudﬁtﬁuﬂd’ﬂanﬂp\uﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁf
Momdbian (mowbiancomn), a wadime (fLASD
Mpdie Award-winning blag plus 2 searchabie
gt of 1,600+ LGRTE fodly books,

Rosendall

Constitiseed from page |

whether our constiturional n:PuHi-: will en-
diure or be r.ippenl apu:hppenpte who dqncl:
ter being called racist while voding for & man
whio says, “We're like a garbage can for the rest
of the world vo dump the people they dem't
wint.”

Vice President Harems, the most q_u:f.i.ﬁ:ﬂ
Pn:sid:ntia] naMninee in li'rinE eIy, is the
only real aleernative to a disastrous recam
power by Tromp. Those who siy they don't
knaw encagh aboar her ase hardly credible,
considering they know enough sbout her op-
ponent to disqualify him many dmes over.

Trump says “one sough howr™ by police
will end crime. He is not m:fcnins o his own
crirmes,

Soviet-cra Rusia made & a crime to pos-
fess & thn ﬂfmfw! whn hﬂd !Hm Fu'.l'sﬁd
and rendered a NG PErSOn, Hitler's Ger-
many forcesd che exile of sexologist Magrus
Hirschfeld, whaose Instinate for Sexual Selence
was looted and its books burnod by Nazis in
1933,

What makes anyone think Tramg, who ad-
mires Putin and echoes Hider in ﬂJLir:E mi-
narizy FI:‘JL‘II.I'JDI.‘I.I wermin, mbd.q:ﬂ.re queer
fodlc®

Az for me, it is fruicles o Ty T erase the

hundreds of commencaries | wrote char re-
main online, i:lcllldins my 2015 year-in-re-
view in the Washington Blade cided “Year of
the Arsonis™ and illuscrared with a phow of
the Reichstag Fire, The arsonist, namrally, was
Truwmp,

In the intervenimg vears 1 have cursed and
muocked him, somctines ;inm]unﬂ.n.dp_ 1
might s well chrow mpself on the mercy of
the cowrt.

Henestly, any fear | mighe have is overcome
h':,- 'Lmlig.ru;inn. Those commeEnzaramns un'lh'ns
1o kowrow endlessly 1o an ignorant chug are
already with him.

The rest of as will go down writng,

Harris showed the :iﬁht stuff with her
STTONE, com hdene h:.m!.li.ng of a hoszle inker-
wiew with Brur Baier on Fox News. She did not
lez herself be ralled. ARerward. Baier said he
“mizdle a mistake” by mmi:n;l:h.: m'un.sdip of
Trump, Wis it 2 mistake when he repeatedly
talked over her# Harels didn't Jer Ilen ger away
with crasing Trumg's talk of an “enemy from
within™ and threat oo use the military againss
domestic opponcnes,

Why be intimidazed by a man who, a5 Har-
ris poincs out, is mhh‘gﬂd and doem't know
whar he's wlking sbout? His abuses are too
many o review here, He may hup: o win Iyr
wearing us down,

A Bricish Friend advises me to keep a packed
bag eeady in case 1 find mvvself lke Hampheey
nus,:rt in Casablanca hi:lnﬁ the last train cur

of Paris. | live in a2 sown where every other
person l!|j|:|1u1:1'|,zy'r: the bead charecrer, 5o the
train will be awfally crowded,

Trump is decerioradng before owr eyess bux
he was mever & prize, Facebook reminds me of
something T poseed in 201%: “Trump's igno-
rance and refusal wo prepare are a continial
source of embarrassmens, He called lealian
President S:rsiu}o‘luhr:lla “President Mozza-
rella’ He called American DefSec Mark Esper
“Mark Esperanca.’ He calls the Asian countries
Nq}a] and Bhucan 'Nin'ih' arsd “Buron,” He
referred vo the nonexistent African country
Mambia. Mext he'll invine Genersl Tso 10 a
sumimibt meeting” {General Tso, it marned out,
was too chicken o show up.)

Worse than stupidity are fascism [which
has threarened America before) and disre-
spect for our fallen warrors. Meither can ever
hem:n::pnrd.

Trump has sadd so mach beyond the pale
thar for people to contnue supporting him
shows they like him for his sociopathy rather
than despie it

Our Founders, in declaring independence
From Grear Briain, Fledﬂod “our lives, our
formanes, and our sacred honor” Uphuld.i.ng
hanor, decency and sanicty requires elecring Ka-
mals Harriz,

Richard [ Rosenlall is a writer ana activia at
vl e, cons,

Capgright & X024 by Richard [ Roserdiell
dﬁrr@&#mﬁ.
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oo Jispr_' a:l.f_gﬂr.ir.:Lh' the disinformarion dhac
Black men would noc vore for VP, Kamala Har
ris for president because she Is s woman,

Jeckeying for Black Male Votes

“This is the firt time black men’s vomes ane
ooveed, renowned Civil Rghn artomey Ben
Crump mold dhe andience ac The Summit. Boch
Republicans and Democras are vying for cheir
vaces. Buz many black men camess char boch
|\¢>I|rs<.l.' parties couet chen only durm:.; ekcmon
e, with Demorars expacting overwhdming
their vores. While its enae thar black men are a
vital voting bloe, they ar not a manolidh,

"My voee is cransactional, © Hughley mid the
audience. However, Stanky Campbell of Albu-
querque old ‘The Washingron Pos whar mast
Black men feel abour the Demacrasic Pasty, “Ic
has leng been a saying among Black men and
movveting Black conmamities thar Democrars
shaw g m!}_rnhcn I|l:] WRINL Yonir wile

When carly national polls revealed thae Black
male votes had increased for Donald Toemgp in
this presidential moe from his kst run for dhe
pcuidcm.-_v. and Harriss members were lower in
this mce than Biden's run in 2020, the asump-
ion was mlr|5.I becose of sexipm. Howeves,
Democrars Im-a;r: tha Blwck men had oves-
whelmingly vored for Hilary Clinton { 81 per-
cent) for presadene fn 2016, albeit Hiliry Clin-
ton in 1996 clled black boys “siper-prodatos”
and Bill Clinon’s 1994 " Tough-on-Crime "Bl
comeribured o the mass incarcemtion of Black
men. ﬁln:nndingm a Black Male Voger .‘>n1d'_r|:|?
BET Consumer Ijmg.'u;. 89% of Black men in-
vend oo vote in this decrion,

Since the Voring Righes Act in 1965, Alrican
Americans have been -,nl:ins in ].ugc numihers,
albeir we are siill confronted with the varions
muchinariens of vorer sappeession an sae and
local levels. The scrength of the Black male vore
baas been discnfranchised comsistendy, with mass
imcarceration as ane of the rasons.

Confronting Sexism

Farmer President Obamas “oough talk™

Bladk men conceming dheir hesitancy o cast

their hallos for Harris ﬂpt:md Pandoras Box
“I'm 1pmlclng o men directly

makes me think thar, well, you just arent fed

part af it

lllg[hl' klea ﬁ”ls.ﬂllg 4 Woihan a3 yzl'sldrl'l[. and
yw'nc-u.lmiug, ol ith other alternatives and atl-
ef reasats for thae) Obama told a group of Back
men at a Pigsbungh campaign fidd office, *Thae
lack of enthusiasm for Harris scems oo be mome
Fmﬂomu:d with the broches.”

Mome of the black men ar The Summic denied
thar sexism isnt an issue, “There are men who
don’t wang o see a wouman becoams p:qw.‘inu.
expechally a Black woman. However, that ismtan
aurae repeescntation of OUR entine commiz
nity” Actor Michadl Ealy shared with the andi-
ence and on X {formerly knowen as Tt

Several brothers dapped back, stating ic's more
complicared than simply sexi anmudes. Sexism
eaily masks and mv:ﬂlnpl.iﬁul: issues r.'nulhhn.g
:I'.:m_hh-mplnymm:. pm\-ldlng Far chestr fammi-
e, child care, bealdh care, mencal healeh, polic-
lllg.uru! 1FELss ENCRrCeration, to o

Becarse Black men are persisterely police, the
misperception many of them hdd for decades
unsil recendy CONCErming Harris was when she

nie  few,

was 2 Californda pmm:nct‘mm 19440 o 0N,

Hughley falsely claimed Harris sent choo-
sanuls of Black men o prison for marijuans of
fenses, Acpually, dunu.g her renure, there were
L9256 convicrioms for misdemeanor and felony
marijuana offcnscs, where 45 weee sent 10 sate
prison, maty of whom weren't Black. Hughley
p'l'f h‘ﬂd‘ a pub|:|. JP‘*J:IE\ ll'l.d an I.'nl.hnl.'r.ncn:
of Harris ar the DMC.

The men at The Summit ananimouasly con
curred thar woring forr Harris foc gﬂ'\.in.hnz will
niot e s pmhlun “When vou look ar Kaemal
Hasrb, whos been a public servang basically her
whole lifi, she is the most qualified candidare w
run for presidere Ealy staced

Meeting the moment

Harris has rraveled arcand dhe country ullc‘.n.g
o black men. She has zar For an Ingerview with
Clarhmagne tha God on The Breskfast Chab
Hu-l-_b rGA.lI.DﬂJ HI-\M.L |||'.-||I'| (Rl eari] I"ﬂ.\l t"."."l
neglected for too bong, Harriss "Opportanity e
Black Men™ agenida aims to remedy the persistens
|.'|'uI||.'np:s Black men face. This will be the firs
cime any presidenc  has devised an agenda chas
speaksspecifically vo Black men. *
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COSMETIC AND

RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY
OFFICES IN NEWTON AND BOSTON
61 7-265-9500 « WIWW.RICKSILVERMAN.COM
CERTIFIED BY THE

AMERICAN BOARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY

25 minutes, 25% less fat!
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Helping People Find Solutions.

Please call for an appointment: 617-738-1919
www lapoinicdays.com

Wills, Trusts, Health Care Proxies,
Probate, Prenuptuals

Create Protection for you and your loved ongs

One of the only Estate Planning firms focused on the
unigue needs of LGBT couples, individuals and families
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billy masters

Last week, a friend was in an accident using my Los Angedes
car—the Bvorite in my feer of cars. Fle was OK, b the car was
Less Forminare, Eh, thars what insuramce ls for, Buc due o i s ansd
the amount :)&d;]rnag‘:. the Inmirance CoampEany weanted oo rogal bo
“Is old? said the adpsner. “Ie's mor ofdd” sadd my mechanic, "ifs a
dassic” Both words roughly mean the same thing, bat have differ-
ent connotations, &m [ obd? Sare—but like my mangled car, I'm
also a classic. [ told the insarance guy | wamn't toraling it—she will
has a whole Iotea years left in her. IE 1 have to pay foe repairs o of
ih:bclrl:. s be i, They re evahared and decided to fix ic, "Cause ics
aclassic!

1 repuemed o the gllrr-.»ru'.ggsi!.I scens in Souch Beach for the Task
Farce's ammual gaki s the Miam| Beach Convention Center As you
ko, che Mational LGETC) Task Force Bghes discsimination, an-
ti-gay legislation, and maost impartantly, helps people get out and
wvote. The gak honons people who support their mission, and this
year the honaorees were my P\a]s Jim Tyrrell and Hoger Thomson,
along with Karamo from “(Jueer Eye”. Jai Rodrigwes, a”QF" O,
hosted alongside the irepressible Ginger Minj, Athena Dion st
the tone with her ?n,--:}mw wer. Powerhouse vocalist Fremchie Dia-
vis zang, and chen joined Jal and company for & rendichon of “Sea-
sots off Lowe” froam ™ Rene™ {Frenchie and Jai did ehe show together
on Broadway). You cam see chat video on our websive, Solbe royvaley
N'ﬂnﬂ Flrrl:!'lfi.m‘.l D“H sﬂm mid: are [ MEE CYCrpaMme D‘.'
vid even Bew in his pal Kimberdey Lodke (mose on her laes).

I was seared nese o the “Real Housewives of Miami®. Fuall dis
closure—I've never seen the show and didn't know wha any of
themn were, Bur they were all .'nn.'|_}'—|n that ngueJ:.‘ Telemundo
RO nr'ws:.. I was puumlar{ydmuﬁ o the dimimrive Addana de
Mours. She’s ane of the most Eorgeous pm[ﬂr 've ever met, and
has the most caprivating cyes, Durdng our chag, [ was deligheed to
bearn that we have something in common—a background as das-
sical pranises. We may collaborare on something special inthe near
Fiavure.

The nexe day, many of the performers From the Task Pores Gaks
cume st for “Feeedom Rally”™ in South Beach, While 1 was un-
able to accend, L did ges a video of Frenchic and Kimberdey Locke
joining forces on *Band of Gold”, which dhey fise did during Hal-
hwood Week on “American ldol”™ way back in 2003, After owver
20 years, they sound (and lock) a5 good as ever, Well, chey're das.
SCA—I5 W1 CAN 50 from the video on ﬁ:ll:.l.\.himru'm.

While Twas cavorting with the glivrerad in Solic, Taplor Swili
was ot nearby Hard Rock Sadium ecgaling the masses—well,
the masses who could afford tickets! This would momally noe be
column-warthy, but spotied in the crowd were Ivanka Trumgp
{Kushner} and her 13-year-old daughter, Arsbella. While nary a
female Tramp can ever be found at any of Donald’s rallies, the one
he wants o skeep with wenr 1o see somenne he Inathes A.|rhn|:gh_
m be fair, he's also said nice l|1|r.§'i abour Tz:.'|nr Ones he said, T
think she's }u,-.l.:ll:nr'nl—wry besuriful. T find ke very besurifiel
Then he said. *1 was nota Taydor Swdft fan.She's 2 very ltheral per-
=n, bl“ SOOI i IJ'WT\'IF -:.lldurbr a I.:IL'II'"Ji. T ill“! !lIE.” ]lruL'lIH..l
pa a price For it in the marketphice” Actaally, | think hankais the
one who did the paying—and from her seat location, it was a precey
Pal.'ﬂ}'. o bl'! suTe.

Meanwhile, a kg\end.ln‘ lady was created racher Prmr]g.' AL ane
ather E‘llrl:cl'ing affair. Darlene Love, 2 member of che Rock &
Rall Hall of Fame class of 200 1, was inwlced oo chis vear’s Inducrion
Ceremony—specifically because they were honoring her Friends
and collaboratars DHoane Warwick and Cher { who she recordad
with last vear), All seemed fine at firse. She and her hasbamd were
Hown out, put up, coc. While it wemed they had mlled out the red
@arpcc F.'lI |'|c|.'. Uir!l:l'll: WS noT mJLI\ a]kthd on TJ1E n:d CAarpoc
And char was just the beginning. She was seated way back in che
hall, she coukdn't visic her friends backstage. and she was kepr from
the press, When she got hiome, Darlene weng puh|i|: with the snub
wying, “Irs |,ihhmirl:u,-rungI pis e how miech the event has u:m_«\q]
froen i poots, The music industry s abour our coneributions, no
past the fanfare. Do better next ime, Bsck & Roll Hall of Fame”
Within moments of her post going public. she got a call from
the president of the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, Greg Harris. He
'Permn:ﬂy :gmhpud oo me and all the other inducrees wha felr

mistrcated # Sarurday’s evene. e cnded the call with Jove, wnder-
stasling, and o hard Feclings” 5o, | guess I'm the only one wha's
still pissed off | To quote Bette Midler, who inducted Dadencinga
the Rock Hall of Fame, "W hold l.grudg:'.

Dardene famously appeared on Broadway in che musical "Hair-
spray” by Marc Shaiman and Scott Witeman, Another Shaiman/
W Errman show aipmwd to take Broadway by soom, On March 11,
2025, the stage version of =“Smazh”™ will I'i.nall:r Iir the Great Whine
Way, The musical, based on the shore-lived 2002 NBC sedes af the
same name, has been in the making since the show weapped, Racher
than mount the Marilyn Monroe musical *Bombshell” (whidh i=
whiar the series was shous ), "Smash™ will be a m lange of thar show
andd the series drama. The announcement was made hst week on
Marc S haiman's birchday —so happﬁy bday, Marc. And congrars!!!

Elsewhere on Broadway, Jim Parsans just opened in a revival of
“Oner Town, dlongsids the anmshle mleng of [amang ocher pea-
ple), Miss Kare Holmes, Diering an ineeview, be was asked aboue
the possibilicy of repaming vo the role of Sheldon Cooper. “As we sie
here now, fo, but alss [ would never say never o anything, bocis:
life juo d'mng:swrnudl You know, one of the things is dhat it was
50 snpcria] as what it was as what it is. And dhey all ic ]iﬁbmins ina
hattle for 2 resson, and you can be cerain & wouldn's be char. And
sowhywould we be doing i” Perhaps one reason hels not so enchu
sigsric is he hasn't been sy fram che dharscrer for very lmlg. Sure,
“The ngﬂungThwﬁ :." v.mp_m-d Iy B0 E, bur be was executive pro-
duaeer and marrator on the streom’s peequel. “Young Sheldon”, which
juse ended. An unexpected twist was ending thae series by showing
Sheldon and wil:'r.'\.m:r I:Hi:r.im Bialik} in che feture. "It just el like
a perfect lizthe coda on the end of that entine beawtiful experience”

Ihere might be similar reasons m revisic the chamcrer coming
up. For insmance, his onscreen brocher and siscerin-law just kicked
off their cwn series—"George and Mandy's Fisst Marriage” And
thar may noc be the anly -.plnnrf. There s talk for Kevim Sassman
{manager of the comle book sore], Lauren Laphous (his gielfriend)
and Brian Poschi (geologist) o have thetr own spinoff ar HBO, or
Max, or whatever they're calling it these dps.

Buz is surrounding a retum to the small screen of *White Col-
lar”. The show's cr\cz:orj-rﬂ'lilniu revealed thar a Euu.nw-'up SeTIes,
“Whize Collar Renaimance’, is in the works. He’s wrimen the pi
loz scripe, rided * Masquerade™ and, reparcedly, Mase Bomer, Tim
Dexﬂ_}- and Tiffand Thiessen are all onbeard far dhis reboot, Su:..
muned

Char “Ask Billy” question comes from the woeld of real-life erime,
Parrick in San Prancison writes, "o yow aoroir ados st gy fromm
Abercrvmmiic in the frat, Lo be s fust arreted, [ "?.u’i_gw'w__z an#”

Focmer ABF CED Mike Jeffries was arrested and charged with
15 counts of prostourion and sex crafhcking, OF course, most of
these charges have been enumeraced in the various docomentaries
abour the case, bur ket me :hmﬂ.'_r ECap k's heen z}h‘gnl h:.' T
very attractive young men thar chey were pressed inte vasious
senual acriviries ar varbous locales with the proandse nl'hl'u:'ﬂlllg
ASF model, T wasn's susprised that Jeffries pled noe guiley, T was
sirprised that he was placed ander house arrest afier posting a $10
million bail bond using his home as collaceral. Uneil his next coure
hr:l:ins_ on December 12ch, he ix prnhib:il:n.'d from mnl:an.ins =
defendancs, wisnesses, or victms, Wedl, thar’s his whole address
book, Who does char leave? Probahly noc his parmner, Mamhew
Smith, who was amested bur nac armaigned..yer (alchough the
Judge did rule dhar the Bridsh cledzen not leave the couneryl. An-
ather person amrested bur ot yer arraipned was thele Sassociae”
James Jacobson, who allegedly helped “procurc” the boys

When mwst of these stores take phice in Southern Florda, it's
definizely time m end yer another colwmn. Didn't | mention thae
Jeffries and Smich were amrested in West Palm Beach® Mot even
Palm Beach proper! Oh, the hamanicy, OF course, more classic
H:||[Iv Masrers content can be found on wew, BéllyMaserscam—
the zive thar breaks no I.'|l.|.'§_..|'|||!5.I comimandmeno IF :.-nu'v; gt
a guestion for me, send i aloag o Bally@Billyhlastcrs.com and 1
promise o get back to you before T ge my car back from the shop!
Beffore we wrap up, a rerninder—get oue amd voee, You know what
I say—swote cady, voue often. Until nexs tinse, remember, one man's

filch ix anorher man's bible,

LR AR LR RR AR R AR 'i|||||||||||r|||i“|||||||l||||
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Many of us are suffering from a kind of collective, soci-
exal FTSD afver living through the frst — and hopefudly
Laese [ramp adminsrrarion. Bur 2 a :ixn'-mmurhing
Boomer with & grmd memary, Trump and the early years
of Covid were simply the coup de grace of 3 bong line of
bad memories ded o swhal/venal funethical Republican
lrwdcn.guﬂls brack oo Mizon, R.r:lg."ln.{kurg,' HNE, Bash,
hiszon, W, ete

In 2016, Michelle Obama rallicd Diems for Hillary with
the line, " When dhey el lavwae, wee el high." Well, we know
hew chat wadked our; & didn'e. But my pesanal wake-up
call came earlier, back in 2600, when Geornge W, Bash
“won” Flarida by 537 vores while chousands of vocers were
er.\k._-nI!.' chrown off the vorer molls and che LTS Supn-m;
Cansrr seopped the coune in heawily-Democeanc southeast
Floeida, which cssentially gave the Presidency to Geonge W
Buxh,

Foner years later in 2004, John Kerry mn & weak cam-
paign, soactled by W's “swift boat” ads, which basically
said that Kerry (a2 decoraced Viernam ver), hadn't eamed
his secand pur_p-h.— hezarr, and chiar his |'.'|i.!|rar1_.'m|.'md Was o
sharn, Meanwhile, W had avoided serving in Viemam by
pedning the Texas Matlonal Guard through his father's con-
mectlons, whils Ker ry hiad vdupeeered For "H:I':ﬂr} BEFVIE,
Before the clection, the Bosven Globe reporeed ehae W lad
basically gone AW, had disappearcd fos a year when he
was su.lppuucd tohe 'ncr-.'inl:inrhr Mational Guard. The so-
Iy was ip’bm'\o& by the narional medi, and Kerry was sud-
denly on the defensive. Republican operatives had waken

Kerry's serenggh and named it ingo a weakness.

Far Forward to MM 6, and we had Hillarys emails and
the Comey repart, which arned o e bea big 'nrx:hing
|:-||rgrr.' far pm}uhhr swz:.'w{ some undedded vorers in
a very chse dection. And 0 we ended 15 with Trumg, a
direct lime 1o the el 'R.L-I_\ul,\ll'm'u pasTy we have :.1._1..:,.4
cult of personalicy focused on Danald, and a sizable nuem-
b oo preaplie wehir conidill e, and saill cinnot accept Bidens
victory and Tremgp's defeat in 2020

Maw; inn thislimanal sp.u.'l:.] tumn on PR, scan Y Cwit
ter feed, check election hi.ghlj“hl:s cn Diaily Kos and other
progressive websives. Early voting is happening, ballocs rall
in, the ] anabrze che dara and =y thee mumbers khiok
grmt bad, indiferens,

For ame, at 67, the yeass fy by, campalgns and elecrions
MEfEEnE ofe o another, fyrars aril decades l'lt'lq,u:lg
like a howse of cands, Dide’e we just go through this kst
year? But no, almost four yacs have paseed since our st
presidential election and its messy afermath. the uprising
of anuary 6 and dhe sarming of the r.:JPiI:D\.I. Today, I'm
bumered down in my small spartmene, hoping char Harris
wins, ot endy the papalas voge bar in the elecrosal college,
o — by a |4_|g¢-|_-nm1g|-. margin dhar (,'..mgn:unr HIE COf-
apd Supr\'m: Conre won't be able ve overrum a Fair elee-
i,

Bdore 2000, [ had an casy fith in our demecracy. To-
le. I take rﬂd‘uins for ?;nnmd. Instead, [ warch, wair, and
haxpe a5 che news Bows around me, like an island in the
SITEQATL.

_,l'r.'.d.l.l'l fr\'a."‘u.g A5 A WTIREY, M,uf«vr.u.u.{mu)-m'n’ﬂ i Har-
for mfj'hrpn:?hrmmx s mrme one-meer ohasey, “The Ex-
paveraon Dare” ar Medford Public Lilvary on Satuvalay No-
vewideer 9ok 3 M

Frand oot oot/ medfordibmeyong cvent/ the-cxpina-
:iulL-dau-.Hlm:-|m:|-:h|m--wi|:h-i'udal'.-|cblu|5-‘

By Windcons | Oicwolsir 31, 2024 [ Puga 7

Imagine YOUR LOGO on bazillions of
custom promotional products!

An A+ vendor that is gay owned, operated
and cerlified by the NGLLC.

We support the LGBTOLA charities thot you suppaort!

ANYTHING! PROW UFFOMLIME.COM

PAINTING ELECTRIGAL BROKER

cAngel’s Painting, . -

Residential /| Commercial

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841
Tim® angelspainting.net
www.angelspaintingine.com

“When it comes to painting and carpentry,

we're the Angels vou've been looking for."

D’S ELECTRIC

FRree EsTIMATES
24 Hour SERVICE

Provioing QuauTy
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
tothe BosTon AREA

ResipenTiAL & CoMMERCIAL

Dedicated to Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mass License #145804

prsTnoice

Dene Hager
Business Broker and MEA Advisor

Cell, (207 3675747
dena hagancbb.oom
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Is your full house
running at full speed?

Power a houseful of devices with fast, reliable internet.

.y (=] A

Enjoy a reliable connection Get seamnless WiFi coverage With three WiFi radios built in,
when everyone's online from the attic to the basement connect up to 300 devices—
and everywhere in between more than anyone else

QY 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com () Visit a store today




