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Looking Back at 2024’s Wins for LGBTQ+
Parents and Our Children
by Drana Rudolph | drudolphi@mombian.com

conivifnting writer

Thee past year has not played out the
way mast of us in the LGETCreommm-
nity would have wanted, with another
Trump presidency kvoming and anti-
LGETQ kegisadon moving ahead in
many plces. Bur 2024 also saw some
pecgress for LGGATO parents and aar
chileren, so ler's remind ourseves of the
advances we've mads, oven s we gind
for the: bateles ahead.

Must socably, both Michigan and
Massachuscts enacted leglslaton up-
dating their ropoctive parentage lins
e better pronect chikdren wish LGETCQ
parents, single parents, of unmarricd
parenes, and shose fnemed via assisted
seprosducricn. The new laws esmblish
e ecaitable pachs mo logal parentage
foe all chifdeen i eoday’s diverse fami-
B, tncluding via a smple, frec form

Hope in the bleak winter
’ Let us be points of light

| contrilnting writer

The Christmas cral “In the Blak
Midwinzer” by Gustay Holbs, with byr-
ics by Christina Rosserti, describes the
winter westher of London, nor the
Medirerranean climage of angent Beh-
lehem,

Thee wark] oursice: our shulls pays no
defermnice b0 our habet of making cvery-
thing about us. Sowhile people indulge

themschoes with the cLun!-urt':lq.'.:ur:.' of
the ox and aw in the sable an a snowy
nip,h.' hmri.rLg m the Chriz child, and
the naresor in a hymn ks humbly
of her par :.H’criuﬁ. amal Palestinian
childeen are gerting che crap hombed
ot of themm,

1 hawe boen carcful, when erttictzing
Eradi PM Benjamin Meamahe and

thae acknorockadges parnicgzs and cn
be compdeted at a chikds berth. Michi-
gan's legislation abo decriminalires con-
wactal survogacy {Michigan was che
only remaining stare thar ciminalized
it) and provides desr procecrions for
everyone imvedved, while the Massachu-
seres legislavion clasifies dur a de faan

cce MOMBIAN, e 4

the Lraeli Dieferse Force. to note that
Harmas is a wermorist oAniagian that
began the carrent conflice. | suppare
the two-stare salurion, a longsmnding
Armerican Im|u':.-. Yer any criticism of
the lseeli povemment, ewen echaing
protesters wihoe il Bracl sreos, bdngs

ser I.ﬂiﬂlll.lhp..gr '

O the :11:ni:|5 of December 9,
1 read abouc the death of legendary
paer and educator Nikki Giovanni
while sea rrhmgt‘rsr mmvrhmg an the
Iniermet, Whar a tremendous loss? |
changhit 1 was godng to cry.

On Movember 9, a manth before
her death, | watched Giovannis in-
verview on iOne Digial wearing a
Teshirr char said, *1 write banned

boaks" .D’IlT.iltE the inerview, she
rzlked abour gerting old, ﬁnd.'ing jor.
and, of course, banned baaks.

1 LOWED Wikki Gievanni |nrs!;;
betore 1 LOVED Toni Morrdson,
During the Blck Ars and Black
Panther eras, 1 grew up lissening
and grooving to Giovanni’s woioe on
seratchy vinyl albams as she read her
paems, my Eavarie being "Ego Trip-

When | accidentally outed Nikki Giovanni

dry R, frene Monroe
condributing writer

.
" I wanted 1o arrend Fisk Univer-
sity because she did, baping iz would
make me a5 smarr as she was, At
Wellesley, my only appearance in a
sehisel theatsr production, 1 secited
Giovannis pocm “All 1 Goasa Da”
[ |'||.'lr it in my I:lrli] now ﬂl'“l .'=|nI|L'.

ser MONROE, p.ape 2

Nikki Giovanni,

poet and

literary celebrity, has died at 81

‘irginia Tach English Prodagsor, Mikkl Geovannl specks closing mmarks &t a conve
cation 1o honor the sictimes of a shooling rampage &t Viginia Tech in Blacksburg,
Vi, on Aprl 17, 2007, AF Photo by Steva Halbar,

By Hillel Tralic
AP National Wiiter

NEW YORK (AP) — Nikki
Citowanni, the poet, authar, educaror
and public speaker who went from
hc!-rrm..'ing_ meney 0o release her firse
book o spending decades as a lier-
ary cekbery whe shared blune and

conversational takes on gverything
Frevms racism and love o space eravel
and mortality, has died. She was 81,
Ciiovannd, m])jl:u of the priix -wrine
ning_ 2023% d.ummcnt.::!.' 'tining D
Mars” died Monday wich her lifelong
parcmer, \'.rg,min 'filrmr:,-' Fowler, hf.

see (GIOANNL pope ©

LGBTQ Holiday Shopping Guide
Lifts Up MA Small Businesses

Submirred by the MA

Chamber of Commerce

The Massachusers LGET Cham
ber of Commerce released it an-
nual .‘ihnp'pdng ?;uidr. hish]igh:inl;
diverse businesses from across the
Commanwealth selling boch prod
wces and services avallable chis hali-
day season,

“In a season, often characterized
by consumedsim, Y important o
be intengional with our purchasing

see BIFT GUIDE, poye 2

more in Billy Masters on page 6l
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Mikki'’s poem inspired my activism. 5,
1 Fv.m-ghr my own reveluion againss
Black Church hul:mplmhu. 1 eecined
Mikkis poein with a Brooklyn black
giel sass, imagining she'd have boon
proud.

In the 20005, 1 was invited bo deliver
a ralk an r\:]iginn and homophohia ar
Virginia Tech. I was ecsatic beyond
belief hecause Giovanni tanghe there.
When 1 mer her. I thoaghe 1'd Faine. |
meant 1o shake her hand, bur inseadd,
courtesy, T said while bowing my bead.
“I've been 4 fan of yours, Ms, Giovannk,
since high school” She warmly smilbed
back.

In 2007, | wrowe an amicle for The
Advocate shordy aker the Virginia
Tech shoocing ricled *Virginia Tech's
invisihle gy angles,” Cha Seung-Hul, a
student ar Tech, killed 32 people and
wounded 17 others, I asked the s~
tian in my article, “Why did the LGBT
community foel they had no pare in the
stary of Cho .‘;c-unt;-Hui and che mas-
sacre he wmugh: >

Also, | wrage thar when Washinguan
Blade reporver Lon Chibbare inguined
IF there were any LGETQ students or
professors killed in the massacre, the
president of the Lesbian, Gay, Biscxual,
and Tr.mygl:mlcr Alliance of "r'iq:;ini:t
Tech said, "Some were quee, and oth-
ers wete straighs allies The GLET
community at Tech grieves in the same
way a5 orhe r:--ducph' and a5 part af a

greater whole.., [the ragedy is] noe a
gy thingz ity an everybody ching.”

And becasse it is an Ceverybody
thing,” it is precisely why it is impor-
Tamnt mkﬂﬂ“:

Because [ knew Giovanni was lasded
for |'||,'I|"|H‘ & firse resporder during the
shooging, I wrote, "As with our fallen
LGHTO sherocs and heroes of 9/11
andl this never-ending war, many of us
in the queer community, mysclfinclud-
cﬁ.wnu]ﬂ I‘k: rim:ﬂn]:.' (20 -\.'\.'Ld:lﬂl:i our
fallen in che Virginia Tech massacre For
being coursgeously our of the closer
bhar alse to show America thar we oo
are everywhere in the human drama of
life.

Where Dblundered was with thissen-
temeet " Casc in poine: Nikki Giovanni,
a neglected and overlooked heroine in
T quIger community.”

The backlash was swite [ received
this email: *T work ar Wirginia Tech
and am Apenl\ B Youw arricle on adv-
coate.com canght my arendon bedase
it qul.tc\] Y foommate, the pr\:sidrlnl
of the campus LGBTA. In the article,
vourwrite that Mikki Giovanni is an out
leshian. 1| do ot chink char is the case.
I arcended Virginia Tech as a sudent
for four years and have worked here
delng public relations for & year and
have heard noching of the sor, | was
the president of the campus LGRTA
in 2005 and can el you that, if Nikki
Gigvanni i a beshian, she is certainly
not ouc. W"ha[ s (I'I.L' HAUTOC u{}'Dll.r
informartion?”

[ eried chroaghout this incident, As
an ardent fan of Giovanni's, 1 chided

myscll For knowing well how LG-
BT+ people live bifurcated lives
between profesional and social, but
I did mot think ac the time i it was
F.:-l.slHe she was nor “our!™ | wroee
h]fk, I.Tl-l'l'l.'i."l'illg ||'II\I most Fll.'n!-nund
apalngy for any harm my plece may
have carsed the communicy, especially
Professor Mikki Giovannk T asked for
her ermail address because | nanted to
send a nate of apalogy.

| h.l: ﬁﬂhﬂﬂl I'\.'ﬂ:hl:d aut To .I.l'hL ."i.d
vocate. | wordied 1'd never be able m
write & plece For The Advocare again,
However, my editor was gracious and
wrote this” 1 get se dred of people
codependently padlocking sther peo-
ple’s closcts, whish is what happened
n d'hIZ nstancc "-\'illl 'u'|||J|."||:I.' I'Jl.lcd
us from Virginia Tech. Ics also true
thar Mikki, when 1 met her some years
aga, wasn't exactly incerested in con
[ rminsar dcn_\'lng. If mag for chat ex-
perbence, I'd have ler your plece spand
online,

I wrote Giovanni an apo!
1 also thought of sending her Aowers,
bust | realized that would've boen over

v beteen.

[hl: [l'IP. Hinwever, I never hl_'ﬂl'd I'J].I:IK

Love is lave, and [ szl possess her
albums from childhood and have all
hier works—spoken and in pring o che
present day, From dime o cime, when
1 need & Nikki Giovanni fix, I'll read
sume of her poems or listen 0o one of
my scratchy albiems to hear the lyricism
in her voice mlk w me.

I'm glad she leaves us as a revered
LGETQ+ fcon.

Mayw she respin power!

Gift Guide
Contimed frm page |

decisions,” said Alexandria Eberhande
Executve Drecoor of che MA LGRT
Chamber of Commernce. "By choos.
g W support, l.l'.'.-]L'I'Q--m-ncd buuraf-
nesses, oustomers are ot only find-
ing special gifis for their friends and

Family, but are also consribating o the
groweh and success of the LGETQ-
cemmunity, helping empower diverse
voices and t‘nu::rins a mare inclasive
SOMLMY,

The 2024 caalog includes more
than 75 busincsses from across the
staee from apparel and scli-care/bean-
ty products o homie decor and food
amd beverage.

The full 1'11.;1|ulg is available for free
online ac bicly/holidaycatalog24.

The Massachusews LGET Cham-
ber of Commerce is commitred m
improving the financial well-being of
the LGBTO# communiy by Foarer-
ing Inclusive relarionships vo propel
ECRIBOMmEC _|;,mwl|| and social iy
throughaus the Commonwealth. To
leam mvore, visit malghtee.ong.

RICHARD SILVERMAN, M.D.
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condribuiing writer

M:. face, my hair, iy 1.¢.u|p. ook up ar me
from this snapshot on my Northeastemn Uni-
versity alumni 11}, pre-pandemic, a younger
version of myself. Mo long ago, just the mid
20105, and yer I'm reminded chac chis more
hirsiste, dess wge-lined version of me is gone,
fleeting, like the frecdom 1 felt before Covid,
bsetare 1 reached my sixtles.

Mew 1 mark time by noticing the changes in
my body: hearing boss — almost ol deafness
in my J[r-[ car, whu’h FﬂPFd ‘IF Sllddmj:-' &'
fore 1 cumed Sk two bours of melanoma and
the u1rgin::| scars thar mark oy left arm; che
|hnr]1h|ng_af'n|.}'51nd:.' and the pcm-,—:nf'grmu:'_v
&5 lean muscle urns wo, i noc Far, chen some-
thing else.

I tend vo gera in on whatever new flaw shows
up, whatever [ notice in the unifla tering |iEht
DF ey bid‘erDﬂ'l. MmErroe. LIT]:\'. tl\'c bﬂl:n LI.‘I:['
focused on my hair, and the lack chereof, My
varmulke-sized bald spot is advancing, claim
ing mew TErrain on 4 u.un.'l:l:. basis. Soon ic will
resemble a crop circle, an annarural event, foe
which | canmor Hame aliens — st Mather
Matwre and Facher Time.

As much as 1 fight this — hair Joss and ag-
ing in general — 1 know it a matural process,
one which will noc ger berer aver dme. b
will lead inevitahly roward less hair and more
sealp, che uncovering of my egg-shaped crani-
wm, Many men, including several of my friends,
look good babd, chelr mound heids an expres-
ston of thelr masculiniey. But, with a long, nas-
oy, anglar Foc, 1 am aot one of those men;
this is a club | don't want to join.

Back in the 19705 and "Bk, [ had too muech
of a gmd :h:ng. my hair was wavy, wibd, and

Marking Time

pouf bt seomed to have a mind of fis own,
willful and hard to coneol. Bur around the
time | curned 4, 2 small bald spor appeared
like an unwanted dinner guest, a precursor of
the mJII.' Iﬂllﬂ'ﬂ h.‘l.'nhlrii ‘I'\i: Funs in my Fﬂm-
lly. Determined 1o hald onto whar Td gor, T
atarted taking Propeci and reached an aneasy
standoff with ey hair loss. Though may hairline
receded, my bald spor was stable, and amenable
to my stylist’s wizandry.

Fast focward fve years, or tencand as | added
ﬁﬂ'l'(ril |:||:J'I.|.'r rn'ﬁd-iﬂll.ﬂns wr my dﬂll'\ CaeILine
for chalesteral, blond pressure, and sdeep, rak
Ing a drug for cosmetic parposes felo a bir over
the tap — che helpghs af vaniry,

Buar here's the thimg: T'm a single, gay, sovry-
something man, whi 5 unwilling and maylbe un-
able to say goodbyve to his Foemerdy-reliable haic
Nm'. as noy I'.:ﬂ.d mwnnﬁ bﬂ‘ﬁ a rL'In:I.I.'..:u.'["lr
crap circle and haidine threaren to jom foroes,
I may be facing the ineviable, 2 buz cur. Bux
giwn My NArTEw face, I'm afraid Td bok like a
recent escapos From the nearest gulag, (3 realis-
e scenasto in the upoorning Tromp-cra redus.)

T'udd:r. as [ !lud}' iy Face i the harsh HHJI’
of my bathroom mimor, [ mess with the Friey,
thinning, mane that almost covers oy head, do-
ing my best version of a combever. | recentdy goo
a rall-an *DHT hloder” -Jc\isnm] o szimelare
hair graweh. Yer, ulsimately, | know U'm ﬁgh-r.
Ing a losing baccle, one of many on the down-
hill shide of lare mbddbe age and wharever comes
eal,

Ml Lellamg iva woiten, teacher, and story-
tetler fu Bosten, and the autbhor o te memair,
Ecluer a )‘_,I'm v. Fimd aurs amore at fudablebla LT3

fam
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o fsnetiona] parent bus equal rghes and respon-
sihilizies 1o any acher oype ri'pamm. Borh spaces
bélls were prosaned by broad coaliions of parents,
Families, and LGHTO), reproductive dghas, fumily,
amd child welfare oopanizations, and passed wich
bapartisan supports the fimal vote in bath Masa-
chuserts chambers was unanimous,

."rh':hiaan and Mamachuserts became the 8ch
.-'ld M‘l msnm!@lﬂﬁmhﬂimmiub
ru.m:inl.ly similar va the 2017 Ulnifonm Parentage
Act (UPA), a model low developed by the hipas
thsan Uniform Law Commision. Among other
things, the 2007 LTPA ensunes that state parentigs
laws remmain constitutional by providing equaliey
and deae secure pxﬁs m pancnisge e L{;ETQ
families. Cal#fomiz, Colorado, Connecticur,
Maine, Rhode Ihind, Vermont, and Washingron
alon have lawshased on che 200 7 LA, while Mew
I-Lﬂmpshim and Mew Yoek have similar cmmpre
heemsive: pasenage legislation thar s nor based on
the UUPA, per the Movament Advanceamene Proj-
oot Aaddinmonally, Minnesota passed 2 bill chis May
based v the section of the UPA dealing with as-
sisted reproduction—an imporcane sep forwand,
a]rhaugh mare wark remains to be dome.

L[:']ﬂQFmrnnin!.EquUu insmoes wiche
g mmprd'lmsh:. Lﬁil!rQ-l.n.rJudw parencage
starumes may fnd this establishing parentage s con
fusirg, expensive, lusmillacing, and kengehw, leaving
chiklren vulnerable. A UPA-based bill in Pennsyl-
vania was introduced this past logisddve session,
bust did not mavwe cat of conemitee.

A nomble parcnnge win in the coures dhis =1
d‘lnl.gh.wdu uranimons Nszn:i:oSl.lFrum

Court nuling in July thae affirmed 2 nongoetic
mather isa I:Fl parcmt to the chiklren her farmer
sposse gave birth o daring cheir masmiage. The de-
cision held that the bestintersas of a dhild, not jus
the Eﬂlﬂ:il: OONNECCinan LD 3 PATerT, muss b e
sin:h'qdhdﬂqlmhinspmms; & abo reaffirmed
thar a child bom o a masiage s presomed 1o be
the child oF ot spowses, regardless of the spotses’
geesder{s) This is a premmpoion thar a8 %0 stares
should have been recognizing since the Endmark
LS. Supreme Court decisions in Obergefl
(2015) and Pavan I:ll:ll?:l—:hhm@ mmE SEte
trial cours [inch.d.ins anes in Oklaboma and
Pennsyivania} have neled ccherwise in recent years.
The New Mexico decidon. while not legally binding
Enorthier staes, neverthelesssends a romindar of whae
shioirkd be.

Mening e Family builiding, healthare msrance
Hia:r.".rhnl:ﬁmli::hﬁ\_.‘t}:ztﬂnmaﬁu
imgroperly making single policyholders and thase
in samie-sex couples pay ot of pocker for mulkiple
roaneds of asisted i inatian hefore they could
aceess in vioa ferilizadon (IVF) benefis, wherss
differene-sex conples could simply arest o having
had regehir, anproteeted sevndd inveroousse foe 4
rumnber of montha, Actia will e include asexed
Ensernination as abenefi for all membsrsand ewure
chat dinical requinemiees far procceding o [VF are
nn mare burdersame for LGHTC) penple than for
oithers. kwiﬂ;hcrrn'i»eiucﬁnialpnﬁc:.'mbem-
sisrerr with the American Sociezy fiar Rzprm!nn;h!
Medicine’s lesr (2023] guidelines, which define
“inFerriliey” 1o make Ix mvose inchusive of LGETQ
and singke people who need femiliny rearmens for
any reasai, either as an ndividual or with a parties

O a similar note, Califormia pi.ﬂﬂlltw.*.hm
i.nSrlpounbuﬂmah:qrdJmsﬁndcﬁniﬁm of
“inferrlicy” wr be more indusive of LGETQ and

singke peopke and requires Lige insurers to cover
Fertiliey dagnosis and treapment, inchuding IV,
for any policyholders, When the kaw gocs into of
Fect (in Jube 2025 for mos people ), Califomia will
hecame the 15ch stare, phls D, m mn?u.im INE
coversge, per RESOLYE: The Magiaral I'.rn‘iﬂiﬁrr
Asachtion.

In sther good news, Florida imfamos “Dant
Say Gay/LGHETO" Ly was defanged tn March,
More than a deeen Florida parent, sudenits, and
machers, plus LGETQ) organiztions Equabio
Flacida and Family Eqrulity, wha had challenged
the Lew's mnninaim'ulit:n reached a serlement
thar removes the mos harmifial anci-LGRTE) as
pecrs of the leglslaton, The sertlement does not
repeal the Laws bur sonutes several eritical pronec-
wions and chirificatons: afirming free expression;
srengthening anti-bullving prosections and assus-
ing non-discrEmination: amd alhwinﬁ rltremces
m and books abour LGBET) identiies in class-
rooms, stadent dubs, and exracurriodar acivies.
The Law still prohibics “clhisroom irmnicion” on
sexual arenracion nl's:nd:r i&:n:inl-. e char mwst
be applied "noawmally” 1o both LGETC) and non-
LGETC identiges. Thae's mox ideal, in ey aptngon
{elassroin mstaiction on thes P in Fecaleh
classes, at the very bast, fels neoosary), but nev-
enthess, the seedemers achicves some impomant

It wom'e he sy rmhns prosgress far LCQHTQ
pengie andd families over che nest Ew years, bue 1
hepe we can Jook ro che shove cxamples of micoess-
fal bipartsan coaperation, coalithon bullding, and
hard work e power us forwand.

Dt Rusdolpls is the fownider and prbliher of

Mewnirian I"mhnm). a fow-ivmve Gl AAD
Mﬁ:.ﬁsrﬂ-m'mﬁg“ﬂgphxwmrﬁah'rm-
Base of 1, 7004 LGET(R fummily ook,

Rosendall
Canriraed ffom page 1

wensaions of ankemivim. [ wonder how may
antisemites have contributed w0 the purchase of a
'.I.i'ui'l.m:ml &rﬂ.ﬂ PIHHW.

Trumps ﬂubmdnrd::igruren Israe] is fommer
Arbansas governor Mike Huckabee, a premillennial
despensarionalia zeabor. The fact charthe End Tinses
marratlve inchudes Jows docs ot mean it has a plaoc
fire tham in Beaven, any meore than it sdheres e the
teachings of Cheis.

1 was glad wa sec Syrians celebrare the fall oflong:
time ruler Bashar al-Amad, which was a blow mbath
Russia and Iran. The Salafi jihadise groap 1515 i il
wcrive there. Thme will tel i the celebeations cum
sour ke chose in Fgypr years ago, The Ulnbad Stanes
Jrcus MO0 sodidiers i Sy,

1 imeerrupt this discussion of viakat conllict in
the Mididle Eas towish you Peace On Eards,

W take so much for grarted while fooks and &
radcswho call chernselves pamrioes do all they can co
L mrn:\u.l.nrry's enrvrinmional ROWErTITRENT On s
hcﬁ.‘LTndm‘n.&hﬁ‘ir‘rknazn'mPl: I'ﬂ].l’?ﬂ!‘l.‘lll
conntry’s popuearion, bur a radica leftis ploc 1o e
condquered with eruel polices

Thusnps diogan & “Make America Grear Again.

Thiere i e grearness i the aerinade thar amy Repub-
lican edfacial whio opescs & ching Trumgp docs s an
cneny, mo i e endles mardng of gricance and
prejudice by people who poss asvictims when eheir
biguery & painted out.

Ini this sesson of “Messizh” sing-alorgs. [ think
of Palms 29, “Thou shak bresk them with 2 mod
nfim.ﬁmmduhdmihpﬁmﬂllkcapm-
ver's vemel” Pardon che violens biblical magery. 1
am grasetul 1o the Democratlc opposition for thels
rneninting resistance oo the Tramp-hijackal GOPS
cruel dnd heartles palicie.

1 think Trung’s dictameial demands and con-
tempt for medical sdimee and all other Cxporise
make him vulnershle. Even Micch McConnell, whi
had poli as a child, is pushing back against oppo-
nents of thar peoen life-saving vaccine,

These ofus who expet bererof oair country than
endles scapegeating of rans peopleand immgeans
af colar need o stepoup, The peospect of having oo
E#I i pmc:::Fimllu-dy ke :i':di.'q:iril:ir.g. We
st turm o one anoder for sapport. The social me-
diaused by athers m spread disinfoemation and hare
can he wed tacganize and ﬁuhdn&.

Here in d'nlﬁladywirm [paufnrglr‘-
care. This means tking things day by day and find-
I combore in books, movie, muse, and friends. |
ehiink of my Bared and I son across the seas 1 will

seze them in the new year

[ deipped & Diec 12 Nadond Faidh Adviory
Board prayer call wich Mike Hisckalsee, 1 abio did
mnot bu_vr.lchr.'ulnm ermarmeng From Proidone-dact
Scrooge. nor anything from Tome’s Person of the
Year Collecrion.

Instead, an the darkes: n#’u nf\‘he\_.'su..[ |#u:
a candle and renew dhie aach [ rook as a federal eme
plovee © defend the Constinudon. 1 also embeace
thewoads of Abeaham Lincaln qooged by Congpess-
warnan Barbara Jordan ar the Demaocratic Mational
Conventian in 1976

“As 1 would not be a slive, so 1 woald not be a
master, This XIS :rq.':idu ufdn:rncu:l.?. Whar-
ever differs from this, 10 the extent of the difference,
s noe democracy”

I dox e ko b Loneg e carrrers srraggle will
last. Bur withmasly. frecdom and equalicy will re-
wrsain the right of every American, both nagve boem
amd immigrant—aoos ascenatcally, bt becuse you
anel Ifight o uphold them.

The darkest of aighes is Surnined by the san.
Amid our beloved counery’s encroaching dackness,
lu'mbepuinstﬂ#ruidhape_

R.uﬂ:r.q'_f Raendal & a wriier ana st o
el e o,

Copriphe ©& X024 by Richard | Rosewelall AN
s resereedd,
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Ground yourself in the largest
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billy masters

With the year swilthy comdmg v an end, we ceme 1o our last
column before Christmas, Nexr week, we review the bese of 2024,
S 1 chiough this week we'd update some recent stodes. Ler’s saan
with |>||r4\r'my tavorine peaple, BelindaCarlisle. In 2014, she co—
frunded Andmal People Allance {APA). vaking care of displaced
als im Asia. Sinee 2021, she's hosted a holiday pary at The Ab-
beey in Whest Haollywood as 2 major fendraises. Bvery year, | swear
I'll go — ansd every year, I'm already back st with the family. This
year was no different, so [ missed out on the fabuloas Festivities that
|m|||1;|1: in abour $186K. It was hosted by Sandra Bembard and
perfammens included Taybor Dayne and Michelle Visage (in addi
tion 1o Carlide herself ), Congrats!

B che by, Belindas son, James Duke Mason, recently weng
the swanky soisie of syl Rend Homch, Dukey posted ane photo

that caight my eye — with Dame Joan Colline. Whats intercsting
abenst that is behsre marrving Belinda, Duke's dad Morgan Mason
dated Dame Joan! One doesn't think of Carlisle and Callins in the
same cacegory, so I'm not sare Mocgan has what 1'd call 2 "eype”.
aside from gay icons!

1 |!|1.'1'n|r¢1:. diskn't miss the reunion of *F lairspray” ladics Marissa
Jager Winokur, Lawra Bell lhuuly amd K:H’_\ Batler, Mo, T didnt
see " Marna, T'm a Big Girl Mow™ off —Broadway, but T saw e pre—
MY ar The Wallss in Bcl\.'ﬂ_r Hills, ' eald chat the Mew Wodd

Seapes run was 2 smash with mose shows sold oat. Being in che Big

Apple, many "Hairspray™ Ficnds and family dropped in — like
creamars Mare Shaiman and Scort Wintman, Andrew Rannells,
Ross .'ilulu:w:,_lwl.aﬁ.an Groff, and u\'ul:nnﬁm.'li].mk. Mamhew
Maorrison — wha joined e gals for 1 Can Hear the Bells”, If's a
grear momens, which you can see on BillyMasrers.com

1 . .
(yech bt heaven knows Tve weiteen abour je enough, However,

y map have seen the pevival of “Sanser Rlv 1

1 ]!uijq};

Patti LuPone did soe it and just weighed in. D guess she was curiows,
Afier all. she did wriginate the mle of Morma Demond onstage.
And cemainly she's confliced about the show {aside from dhar

whole Glenn Close ching . Whar did she chink? “1 went in wich
rrepidation because | have scrong feelings about 'the show” — not

whar happened to me in che show,

¢ ‘the show' ru-."n'-l. | bawed

this praxdacrion? T dvongha Mo '%rll.rr:-::l.g:_-:' andl Tsm [Fra

i)

were stunning. [ chought Micols was wnbelicvable — she broks my
stie, The

becre. She is a free! [ thought ghiting,

the use of the fil g s 'H.|I1ICIJIiIIK that 1 quL\LiDIIDd. bocause |

don't know where 1 am — am 1 in a mowie or U'm at the theatne?
This worked beillianty. The whol thing. The WHOLE thing. [
was urh.'rgi::..'ﬂ when | left the theame. | bove &% Pur thar on che
side of a bus!

“Wicked™ Is evervwhere for the heliday, and thar BnT m;.l:-.u.g
tehe
falen for subliminal gy congent, Irall stareed when Arkans Grande

:I.(I!rtlcl\l:\u I'“ﬁ")" “Oine MilHom Mogns™ s ¢ mpalgning agal

said, “Glindamighe be a Little in the eloscr. You never know. Give it
a littde moec time.” Orriginal Broadway Glinda Kristin Chonoweth
said, *1h uul;éu sopoo way back when
"Moms® pangies in a collecvive knot. Krisy wasn't having it. and
imued the following strement: “Everyone knows thar the ‘one
millior hMomd are a mere Few hundred, .'-.i:.!.'h-. Ir's called enrer

Thiz queer charter ;'m::h:

txlnment, Artstey, 1 am a Chrisgian woman iu'hr\'. mygmzmd the
role of Glinda and all che silliness thar these somen spew ot of
Iate. Mo e s, T caant haclp dez 1otey oo bowe ‘e anyways. Foe they
don't gee it For anyone whe wants to soc girl power, then go [sec]
WICKED. Onstage or in a movie thoater”

| previeusly cald vou tha: Bab Mackie was auctioning off 2 num
beer af his creations. Well, Miley Cyrus made sure thar her favar
ire Frock didn' end up an the miction back. She ware 3 Mackie
|J:‘IL_|||I|.|J ar the mesy recent Gramimys, and she wanred thag deess,,
bead ! She contacted Bob and made & deal, with the profins
MusiCares. "As the \]{‘-‘HII\. of this dress, | couldn't insaging it on

anyane clse. That giel was bom b pecfomm!” sid Mackic,
The day after the Mackic sale, property bdonging to Olivia
nx | suppose | shouldn't be oo

Priscd. bz Liswy's leacher jackesr from *Grease™ went For juss under
half amillion dollars!

A new versson of the TV series “Prison Break™ has gorten the
green ||F‘hr brow Hichis, While this ds nor echinde a":\.‘ a reboor, you

may see a few familiar faces since it takes phce "within the same
universe” Both Wenrworth Miller and Disminic Parcell (dhe boc
brachers ar the cener -.:r'rhn-m'lg..n.ll series) have said they will pot
participare,

MNabuody is safe from the homeless edsls, and dhar includes the

venerable “Sesame Stroet” Mo, thev're noe i||LrI.-J||-\.'I.||;.: h]nphl:\d
e hameless! Since 2006, HBO
has been producing new cpisodo of the beloved dassic. Their

1{l—year agreement is up soon, and HBC has opred tonat renew.

family. Bust the show itselfwill soon b

While chax keaves ncwclm.v:ndwi up in the air, Max will continue o
be the repositary of the libeary il 2027,

Speaking of shows geared vo kids of all ages, Disney pulled the
old swircheroo for Plxars “%in or Los” The streambng series
debuts on Disneyvs in Feboory, bor icll be a bic differene than
planned, It sl about 3 co—ed middle school. The later cpisoda
wers “lP]K'H'IJ o il'h-'lllli: YEry

sl I:ril!EHL'IiJCTiM dline. How

en cut. Disney said, " Whe

minord Sominarits now

it comies oo
animared concent for a vounger audience, we recognize thar many
parents would prefer to disauss certain subjects with their children
an their own terms znd tim &

Last veas, one af the most p’upnhr gt we ulmc--mi was Toim
Drabey’s kntorirg kit Y, vou oo could kam how so make a “cock
gh. frankly, | peefered
real hands keeping my cock cony. As with so many other hot men

-\.I.l.'._l" with YU VEEY hands — althe

wha have charged for cheir secvices, Tom s mow giving his away.
And he's giving them away on the P|i1|ir airways! " You know me.
I lave a hic nt‘rlmru:ml:-u Hac ’_1|:|.'|'!'. irs been kss abour che p-nnl.
and maxne showt che. woal. 5o 'm super excived 1o announce tha

I'm goang m be hesting a brand new knisring comperition show”

Tell, Toams ven-

Did T mbss an “old [:ml:::ng coampetithon shom™
wre will be called (waix for it] — "Game of Wool”, Docsn't that
msake you all a-quiver? Or, at the very loast, indhy? A competitive
knitting show? What could be more scintillating # C-SPAN springs
w mind. The cig

rpisode run will fomus on amaecus creating

namerous ohiers Jare. k will air on UKs Channel 4, bue U'm suze
you'll be able o find it on YouTube evennzally,

And now, the final insrallmene of 'I||:|§. £ !Iulubq.' G Civ ng
:ium-a.rlum' We saved this one for last because von can't et b yex
Sexy Marreo Lane ts ot only a talenred comedian, be's alse a goosd
couk with a rockin” ass (FY1,
-I'ﬁ.'l‘ il."f A H'J':‘ll L'“.'kr:. HL' Iil'\ i

auter antocorrected this to

g ot on April
1e. “Your Pasta Sucks: & "Caookbook™, has a cover feataring Mat-

boak oo

ten bending aver a pos of pasta in an apron, some undies, and 2

smile. Well, he's ng hecauseiic’s his pasta. You'll smile because
well, ‘cause he's hn.-nqlin.l;m\:r! In fact, the borom of the phata hiax
this phirase; "Flip Me Orvee”, Gladly, People rell mae the book s e

tlhie — weith hvseerical anecdores and somse acmal recipes Vo can

p—c< 'rdl'r {1811 ] |"|“‘| roEl} ]
En oner Fad “Ask Billy” question of 2024, Roger i

“What cam yous el me abous_ fermelle Sinven 7 Hi cdurneter on “The

Ulpshames™is gy Mt abonet lien? He't so funrny...and haes!™
Jermeelle may have had a hand in his characoer coming out

something thar happened in 2023. He was not ot at the time, b

he L'hmgud that on Oober 11, 2024

1 Chicago asks,

Marianal Caming Chur
Dray, *1 hawe decided chae Tam enough, and 1 wang 1o thank every-
one whe has belped me vo ger e thar place where 1 beel seen, whers
I feel like 1 belang, where 1 feed boved. Thank vou for provading 4
spacc “hcrl.' I Can ooanc on Ihl.' inicrnct J:ld =Y, I am a HI;I.L By
muan”” Acoaally, hes ahot Black gay man — and we'll prove it with
some szzling smaps an BillyMasters.com,

When we're nlnling_upmun_- hn.lrEL:.- men, ik definizely rime vo

end yer another colemn, And thar gorme thinking — people come
ot each amd every dav, Yer, the ones |'.:-<-11I;-Jlu. avs ask mee abour are
the hae anes, Why deesn’t anvone writ
likes mmienn # While | ponder p
last—minute gift suggestion. | bee anyone reading thivwould prob-
ably enjoy a membership to www BillyMasters.com — the siee tha

2 aquesthon aboar soms

farry whi g that, letsslip inone

mikes a perfecs :l:odcini; staffer. In fact, I'm wi”inl{ o personally
do thar for you mp.nih.‘mur__s;irm. Juse send a note with an ad
dress along o Billy@ BillyMascers.com and 1 promise to cum down
yaur chimney hefore the Mew Year! Unil next rinve, remember, one
maan's filch &5 anocher man bible,

TN, o
Belinda Carlisle

LU R L

Andrew Rannelis

Pricto iy Mok Spanos.
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Giovanni

f.'a:rrr:.uw.-f.l‘ﬁlw.nrgv.'

her sidde, acconding vo a statement from Friend

and auchor Rende Wacson,

“We will forever fedd blassed o have shared 2
lepacy and Jove with our dear consing sald Al-
|isai l_|'ﬂl.:l Rﬁ_l._.ln. Giovanmi's cousin, b 4 stabe-
ment on behalf of the family

The auchor of more than 25 books, Giovanni
wasa h'ﬂm Cﬂnl;.'“‘\."r Jﬂd Fﬂft-ﬂn“l.'r“'hﬂm "'—-Ll-
came o know well Fom her wark, deinEJ.
and other live appearances and her vears on the
Fwenlty of Vinginis Tech, among acher schoals
Pocory collections such as "Blick Judpement™
and “Black Feeling Black Talk” sold thowsands
ol copics, lad to invitations from “The Tonight

Shaw"™ and other telew I prograns amd made

her popular enough to fill 2 3,80-scat concert
hall ar Lincoln Center for a cebebration of her
Hith birchday.

In p-m-rr\'.p:nu—.mdl:hx ip-mkm word, she old
her sy, She looked back on ber childhond in
Tennessee amd Ohlo, championed the Black
. addresed her bardes with
il tribute to beroes From Nina

Power moy

lung cancer, g
Simone to Angela Davis and reflected on such
Frﬂml! pﬂ;siﬂn; s E.\I:Ij. nomance, [‘ﬁm'_l:-' il'!lJ
md:u:ln[; o space a journey she believed
Black women uniquely qualified for, if anly be
caise of how mudh thev had slready sirvived
She also edied a F:m.-ml:'\r;nl.uu;.; .|i|l:|'||1l==-‘."_| ol
Black women pocts, "Night Comes Sotthy and
helped found a publishing coaperative that pro-
moted works by Gwendolyn Brooks and Manga-

ret Wialker amaong others,
F'i"' a b, ’hl.' was l'IchJ ‘.J.Ih.' Ilrl."\.'\."'! \."‘

Blhack Poctry”
“All 1 know s the she is the most cowardly,

hravese, lessc ||n.dura.rmding, Mot sensrive,

sowes Ll'l.gl.‘!, st |E|||Ir:(i|.'. I'llllFl."l. most
homest worman 1 kknow,” her friend Barbara Ceos-
by weate in the nooducticn o “The Prosale
Soul of Mikki Giovanni” an anthology of mon-
fictin prose published in 2003, " T love her is
to bove contradiction and conflics. To know her
is to never understand bue to be sire char all i
life®

Giovanni’s admirers ranged from James Hald
win o Teena Marie, who name-checked her on
the damce hic ".'q.l..-.-.- Biz” m t‘.l-l'urnh 1"‘\]"|l'|f‘|r_1.
wher imvived the poet o her “Living Legends”
sumnie in 2005, when other guats of hotor in-
chded Rosa Parks and Toni Mormison. Giovanni
was a Mational Book Avard fnalist in 1973 for
a prese work about her life, “Gremini” She alsa
received a Grammy nominagion for che spaken
word album “The Mikki Giovanni Poerry Col
lecriom,”

I Jamuary 2006, an the request of NPR, she
wmic a4 pocm bt the Incoming ;lraulcnl..
Barack Olbsama:

W wearll the streets

And knodk on doars

Shrre wich th ."rm:ﬁs.'

Nt way dremas fur poars

Tl alk with che people

T lsrew and learn

T muitde e buvsier

Tirewi clean the churn”™

Givvanni had a son, Thomas Watson Giovan-

ni. in 1969, She never married the father, be-
cause, she tald Ehony magazine, "1 didn’t want
m g marricd, and 1 could afford noe o ger
marsied.” (Over the lamer part of her life she lived
with her parmer, Fowler, a fellow faculey mem
ber ac Virg Tech,

Sl was bom Yolande Comelia Glovannd Ir,

in Knooville, Tennessee, and was soon callad
-N|-|\J’||. I"\' I“.-. l"ldl'l' SRSt .\.IIC WS 4 I"-'I"ﬂl I"ﬂ
Family moved oo Ohio and cveneually scetled in
the Black community of Lineoln Heights, out-
side Cincinnati, $he would travel ofen berween
Tennemsee and Crhio, bound oo her parencs and
o her marernal grandparents in her “spirizual
home™ in Knoxville

As a g;.l_ she peagd g—wu_ﬂ,l.:u; from hisoey
baoks to Avn Rand aned was accepred 1o Fik
University, the hissorically Black schoolin Mash-
willie, after her junior year wfhigh school. College
was a time for achievemenz, and for crouble. Her
grades were strong, she edited che Fisk licerary
magazine and helped start the campus branch of
the Studanc Mon-VYiakent l::-n-n:dulal:lng Com
micree, But she eebelled againse school curfews
and other rules and was kicked oue for a time
becanse her “artirodes did not Ae those of a
Fisk waman,” she Laver wrote. After che school
changed the dean of women, Givannd recumed
and gradoated with honors in histoey in 1967,

Casovanni relied an SUPpaT from friends 1o
publish her debur collection, “Black l-n-l.-rl.;.:
Black Talk,” which came our in 1968, and in
the same year she selfpublished “Black Judge-
ment” The radical Black Ares Movement was
at its height and carly Giovanni pocms sach as

ng, Why”

“A Short Bssay of Affimmation Fxp!

gy Winygiowes | Db 26, 224 | g 1

“OF Liberaton” and “A Litany for Peppe” wen
militant calls o ovesthrow white power. [ The
worst junkic or black businessman is mare ba-
mane/than the best hanki="),

*1 have been considered a writer who writes
froem rge and i confuses me. Whar else da
wrirers wrige Fram?” she weone in a hu'.l_l.mphn-
cal skench for Cantemporary Writers., “A poem
has to u_r:-ullll.'l.hil'l!;, Tt has po irake some sort of
sensc; bee lyrical: to the poing: and still able o be
read by whatever readier & kind enough w pick
up che book”

Her opposition o the pn|jli|.'.1| system minder
azed over dme, alchough she never sopped ad
vecaring For change and self-empowesment, ar
remenshering marryes of the past, In 20240, she
wat featured inan ad For presdential candidare
Joe Bideni, in which she urged voung poople o
“votc becawse someone dicd for you to have the
right m vooe”

Her best known watk came eardy in her ca
reer: the 1968 poem “MNikki-Rosa” [y was 2 dec
lararion of her r-.gh: o define herself, a waming

to others ._'.II|.'|I<|||‘|!! abif

ary writers] againse
meditaton on her
poverty as a girl and the blessings, from haliday
gatherings to bathing in “one of theose big obs
that folk in chicago barbecue in]” which tran-
scended it

telling her sory and a beie

-.dmll { .l'\"|r.|llfl' gﬂlﬁl‘ L J.I\':l.'rf_;:'.lhlh' I’]VrJ‘hﬂ‘ GIMAE
te write ahod me

becirsese shey mever widerrzand

Bhick fove is Rlack wenleh avd they o

proturlaly fall dons sy dard chaldlwod

and wever understand that

all e alvide § was quite bapp”™
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xfinity

Is your full house
running at full speed?

Power a houseful of devices with fast, reliable internet.

o =) A

Enjoy a reliable connection Get seamless WiFi coverage With three WiFi radios built in,
when everyone's online from the attic to the basement connect up to 300 devices—
and everywhere in between more than anyone else

@ 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com @ Visit a store today

Restrictions apply. Mot avallable in all areas. Actusl speeds vary and not guaranteed, NPAS00901-0034




