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Ax [ wrire this columin, we are jus
a fow weeks away from arguably the
mest actively and intentionally anti-
LGRTC) federal adminismation ever.
Its going oo be a rough few years for
many af us, Here are 10 chings we can
do im the year ahesd SUPPOTT fHar
whes and our families Iu,-ly.ll:f. it
tonally, and comemunally,

Make sure our kp;|| parchtage G
arc as sceure as they can be. Taking
sddizional steps to sccune parencage
is csptci:;'h.' imporrane fir nongesta
tianal and mngum:l:ir parents, whose
legal relasionships with cheir chil-
drer may still e called e question

10 Things LGBTQ Famllles Can
Do to Find Strength In 2025
b Drana Rudaolph | drsdolphi@monbian.com

mnln'ﬁun'ag writer

becase of bias amd diserimination,
cven if they are marded and on their
children's birth cereificaes, Both mar-
ried and wnmarried LGBTO) parens
are therefone advised by LGHIQ
legal experts to have the securicy of 3
coure fodgment (an .1du|1rr.nn. CORIIT
oeder of parentage, of n'|1uu|rn|'.
e, first a Bdreh certificare, w protea
their chil |1-}u:':||1. r:Ll‘a.lnl-hlpk Visie
Igbtgparentageang for a bricf guide
that GLATY Law and | created which
c:p|_1.'t|s mare.

Procece our families farcher with

se= MOMBIAN, popr 4

President Immy Carter
was my first

We abwas perember our fiest expe-
dences. 1976 was my first experience
o Gt h]]lm HJ[ d‘ Pml&'ﬂl |f H-ll.'
United Statee James Earl
Carter, Je (1924- 2024), an engineer, a
former naval officer, a humble panus
fammier, and a |mnugﬂu:| Chrisian, wis
& weloome candidare afer the diggrace-
fual Fall and resdgnagion of Preddera
Fichiard M. Mixan for the hving and con-
exing- apof the Watengate samdal, Viee
Prosident Gerald B Foed becaime prosi-
dent, the only peron neither deced
fior presidency nor vice presidency, and
pardoned Mixen, Carter goe my voce
when he rold the American |'h_'|‘_'||r, b
mever rell g e, T pever make a misle ad-
irgg tavement. Tl never betriy the confi-
dhenee that any of you badin me”

ey e Bptat

Carter grew up as a Southem Bap-
st and was the fira UL 5. president m

*fimamy™

contrilmiing writer

anaunee urabashedly he was a “hom
grin” Christan, He prosclytieed ha
idcae with Hﬁ\hlgcr Bob Dvhin and
with bracli Prame Minizer Menachom
Begin and Egypeian President Amwar
Sadar in the Lamp Diavid Accords in
1978 in heokermg peace.

In 1976, Carer owed his peesidenial
vicooey to White cvangelical Cliristhan
WOl T||L':r lamded Carver becuse he
it play down bt lived ot load his
meaning of being a bormragain  Chris-
tian enering, American Puli:iﬂ Drurirg
hix pmsiim:iat nm, Carer III'IJ.FHI.D'
getically wld the New Yodk Times, I
there are those who don't wane m voce
fior e becase Frn a d;_pl_\- conmmarmed
Chrdstan, 1 believe they shoald vote for
sartyane clic”

Carter taughe Sunday Schoal for de-

ser MONROE, poaype 7

Mary Bonauto Receives Presidential CItIIﬁlS Meﬂal

Bay Windows Scaff

Cindl rishn artorney Mary Bon-
auy, Sen bor Disecror ar GLETCY Le-
pal Addvocarss & Delbenders (GLALD
Law), was awanded the Prasidential
Citizeriy Medal by President Joc
Biden ar the White House on Janu-
ary 2, alongside 19 other recipients.

It is an asonishing honos to e
ceive this rn'nl;l:iljum, and o be in
thye company  of ather  noredible
Inadivddials who hase had sach 2 sig-

nificane i impaczon the lives of Ameri
cans, Bonauro said in @ stacement,
“The Presidential Civizers Medal
represents something fndamenral:
that we cach have a robe o play in
fullilling our countrys promises of
equulity, dignity, and froedom”

The White House lauded Bon-
amo’s pioncering work in legalizing
same-sex marriage acress maldiple
SIS, :n.:]lidmg Masspchuserts, Ver-

see BONDATD, pape 5

Screenghol
ouTube

va The Whike House,

Takeaways from AP’s reporting on Sarah McBride,
the first openly trans person elected to Congress

LIS -Fep -pkect Samh McBride, D-Del, speads har nooming Deputy Chiel of
Stafl and Cormmunications Dractor, Mohasla KunnskoeMalos; throuph the hals
of Delware Legsiathve Hall on a moving cart as Ty move cut of Mobrde's Dela-

warg slale senale Oice in

Dower, Del. Phioto by Cangiyn Kaglee, AF

By Tiffany Stanley
Assaciated Press

DOVER, Del. (AP) Sarah
MecBride made history in Dicliware
as the fire openly cransgender st
senator in the United Staces. MNow
she's making hiszary sgain, recently
elecred as che firs apenly rrans mem
ber u!'l.'}m;.:lfh.

Her podiical prormotion has come

during a reckoning for transgender

rghts when legisladon in Repub-
lican-governed  states around  the

counery aims o curh their advance,

e MGBRME, page 5

Biden signs defense bill despite objections to ban
on transgender health care for military children

By Darlene Superville
Associated Press

WASHINGTOM {AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Monday signed
ingn law o defense bill chat sthorzes
significant pay miscs For pnior enlise-
ed scrvice members, aims to counter
Chinas growing power and boosts

overall military spending o $H95
billion despice his objections o lan-
Hl.l.\gl.' ﬂrlr{\lﬂ.ﬁdl\\.fﬂp‘ af [!'_'ln‘gl.'l\-
der madical crearmens for childreen in
military familics,
Biden  sid  his
strongly opposes the provision be-
canse it targets 3 group based on gen-

der identicy and “interferes with par-

adininistration

ents roles vo determine the bes care
for their children”™ He said ic abo un
dermines the allwolumreer military's
,ﬂsillry ro recrair ansd regaln galen,
Mo service member should have
e decide between  cheir Famdly’s
bcalth are access and their call to

ser DEFENSE, pigr 2

young people are watching, at a certain point in
u}ur life, you will become the pu‘:plc you used to

make fun of. And that’s what we’ve become.”

= Andarson Cooper during his Mew Year's Eve telecast with Andy Cohen.

more in Billy Masters on page 6l
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The Jimmy Carter I knew

By Mark Segal

In 1976, 1 imvited Vietnam Veteran
Leonand Matdovich po join me in Florida

Do Carng

bl F“T |‘L'I'\|I-'>:r|?.ll1i-ll'\ Buvcrmauar,
Milton Shapp. who was rusning in the
Flarida State Dhemocratic primary for
president. We were par nf‘agmup called
“Laays for hhapp.' hhapp didn't go very
Farin his qaest For che Whine House, but
his oppanent — a peanut farmer From
Phains, {inug.u — did. His name was
Ny Carnee,

Dhiring the camgaign, thore was a de-
I.'F“l: hl“ TCI I'J:b: '\.'lﬂdi'\.llﬂ'.'.\. J.II'\J at I.IJJ.I
debate, [ had the opparounicy to speak
with Carcer. There was only one ques
ton: Where did he mand on nondis
criminzrion againsr the gay communigy?
He though for a while, and it secmed
v e thar this was a queston be bada'y
boen asked before. After a panse, he
simply replicd. “I'm against any kind of
diserimination.” Thar was the At time
any presideneial candidare 1P-t|1:r up on
LGBTO issues.

Lazer in che camipaign, e backed char
statement up in writing and never shied

amay froen che sabjecr. In Jnmgsq he be

came she first presidencial candidare w
cngage wich chie [(;]ﬁQI CoTun Ly

When he became prr-lli.-uh his admin-
isgration wasthe fisst oo open the Whie
House dose to the LGETO4 com-
minity. He appointed Midge Costanza
as head of his Office of Public Liaison.
Under the Jppn:ﬂu_' of President Carcer,
she arranged the first high-kevel Whice
Honse meering wich LGETO lesdérs,

Thise were plongering baby steps, wnd
they were weleomed by a president who
constdered himself an evangelical Chrs-
Ham.

After leaving the White House, he
spoke out againse che Briggs Initiative in
Californida, which would bar LGETO+
reachers, \1?Fn.|i'd the !l-n:.' Scoums ban
OH @AY SCOUITASTERS, and ev ..-n-.up[\ema;d
marrage aqualiny

His histosic slops as PI'.}Idl'!Il are
chronicled in “The Carter Presideney
and Gay Rights™ by Harras Diousemetzis.
Bat President Carter best described his
actians in an ineerview i The Advocars
in 20615,

Reporter  Bean

Kennedy  asked,

Pubdc  domain Wikimea

CoaTmons

phedo. i

“You're a Christian, but you don't have
a problem with gay mon and leshians
a5 many other Christians do. Why
Carter respanded, “I'm a worshipper
af Jesus Chrst, who never mensicned
hamosexnals In any way-certinky noc
In & defererdous fashion, And when it
has been mentoned in the New Testa-
menk, ||.I! E':L'll U"l“l’llll'l] u'ltll

like selfishnes or someching like thae, So
I've never louked upon it as any sort of
reasan m condemn a person. | chink it's
an inherent characredstic just Like acher
things thar we do with our lives.”

Jimieny, rese in peace, and chank you !

Russian man arrested for allegedly running
LGBTQ+ travel agency found dead in custody

By The Associated Press

A Russian man arrested for allegedly
rumibng 4 travel ageney for gay custom-
€Oy Wiy t‘L‘AIlII.‘ Ilf-\.l.d En L'\Ill.'ﬂl'!-' i r‘-[l“'
cow, righes group OVD-Info neported
Sanday, amid a crackdown oo LGETO+
szJ\la in Hussia.

According OV Infr.  which
tracks palirical arresrs, Andrel Kotoy —
direcoor of the “Men Travel” REY —
Faced LII-\H_I"D- of 'uf;qanlr
activity and participating in i

OVD Anfo said an investigator tokd

5 CRLFom ST

Kaow'’s lawyer thar her client had clied
by suicide |'J.I|!r Sundﬂ:.' whiile in |'||err|:'|l
derention and was found dead in his cell

["rlul tio J\.jlllll'l'l I]fd:il- ||'K]CJ”.'|I[1U|(
miciia outles Mediazona reported cardice
this month thar Kooy had rejeered the
charges and said in court that law en
farcement officers bear him and admin
istered elecmic shiocks dur ng the arnest,
even though he didn't resist,

Fust over 3 year ago, Russias Supreme
Comrt cr|i.'l.L|1c|}' vatlawed any LG-
BT activism in a ruling chat desig-
nared “the international LGET muove-

ment” as excremist. The maove rxpm.rd
anmyans in the COmEanICY o conmected
oer o crkminal prosecution and prison,
ushering tn an atmosphere of fear and
intimidacion.

The LGETQ+ community in Rixsia
has been under legal and public presmume
for over 3 decade bux ..".prci.ﬂ.':.'xin:{ the
Kremlin sene eroops o Llkraine in 2022,
Russban lesder Viadimde Pucdn has as-
gued thar the was is 3 peoxy batcle with
the West, which he w1y A 0 d::l.ru}
Russba and its “traditional famaly values”

by pushing for LGBTO 4+ righes.

Defense

Camnrinaed from page |

serve our nacion, che president said ina
HALCICnL.

The Senate forwarded the bill to
Biden aher passing ic last week by a vore
of B5.14 In the House, a majoricy of
Diemacrars vored againse the hall afer
Haiise '1'|'.<-JL|-r Mike Johnson insisred
on adding the provision to ban transgen-
der nedical care For children, The |q.'t~-
lation casily passed by a vore of 281-140

Biden abso objected to other language

in the bl prohibiting the use of money
carmarked o mansfer derinsss held ac
Gnancanama: Bay, Cuba, ro some forcign
countrics amd ineo the Unied Srates, He
wrgad Congress to lift those restrictions,

.n“.'ﬂnnu ll Ijl'!-l:“* J‘Ill'.':ll'iﬂ“':lll.!'l"..
which directs Pentagon policy, provides
a [4.5% pay raise for junior enlisced ser-
vice members and 3 4.5% noease for
athe.

The legislaion aler direces resources
roweands a more confronsamdonal ap-
proach o Chima, inchsbing establish-
ing 4 Fend that could be used to send
military resources to Taiwan in muech

the samse way thar the L5, has hacked
Ukeraine, It also invests in new milicary
rechnodogles, including artificial ineelli-
genee, and belsizss the LS. production
of ammuition,

The LIS has also moved in rocent
vears oo ban the military from purchas-
ing Chinese producss, and the defense
hill excended char wich pmh]huinm an
Chenese H.m:-da from padic in milirary
commisaries to drone e Ih'l!lll'll_"l..

The legistation still must be backed up
with a spending us

Associated
Groses coneribated to this repore

Pros

writct  Stephen
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Best Theater of 2024

Jules Becker

Contrituing Writer

Explorations of idenricy, ngur. diversiry
anal wradition endehed msch of the best the-
ater of 2024 At the same time, inspired fesh
revivals broughe new insight to works by Mo-
liere, Shakespeare and Augut Wilson as well
a5 Tony Award winning musicals. There were
also significant collabarations beoween com
pandes—nprably Actors Shakespeare Project

andd Hibernlan Hall {« entinning ar the laer

venae lammary 235 wary 23 witl Wilsons
“The Plano Lewson™),

the Front Porch Arts Collaborative as well as

SprakEavy Stage and

Glowcester Stage Company and Teatro Chel-
sea—the Last an ongring new relationship.
Hantingean Theatre—rightly acclaimed for
Iz arsesting earlier engagement with the enriee
Wils

ot “Sojurncrs —the

* Porrshsuie -'_-_';I-. Cwele™ ---I,J\..!’_\cd Hoigsrain-

whan of @ part-

mCang '*":II Arci o
nine-play “Ufoe Family Cyele™ by Migedan-
Amenican dramatin Mfonise Udoha A very
rent ambicions work—the Pn:-ﬂ.m:dwa:.'

B

i
rryour ar che Emersan Caolonial “Theamre of
“The Queen of Versaills™ (based on the dacn
mentary of the same name) feamired the al-

roved

ways-winning Ertsein Chenoweth b

e be a work in propress thae needs a berer

ook and a somewhat seranger score from See-
|-.|||:|| Schwartz ("' Wicked ™). Chenoweth and
:'In.‘h“']:ﬁ f.m\ ay r-ll'hl. |-.L|I.' |'||l|.'|i\.'l'.| ﬁl'll'.fpl_l
on Broadway—with previews dared o hn:l'_ir.
March 12 wich an Apail 8 opening and July 8

closing, More ulnr.'unlj' exe distingrive che

ater-dance works and 1 .|n.ll.;|':|.||| wnlo efforos,

The foBewing ar this crivics chobess for the

Isest wf 20124

Theater

An American b Pacs |Feagle Music The-
atrel, Direcror.choreagrapher Rachel Ber

wene sharply caprured the dance and plor

raches (the lateer ded in wich the Haoloacar-

SEEVIYL 1) af this Gerbwin-onches-

trated Broadway gem

Sehnar Dwik s Eleanor and Anb

Hanry Il i The ked prods

Jion i Winter " Phato coures)

b

o AT

ap the cormpany of
“A Stranga Loop® al Calder

oo Panilion. Photo
e el Phaiograply.

courtasy of Magy

A Case for the Fxbtence of God | Speak-
Easy Stage Company). A husiness relaionship

turmed friendship and bromance in Samuel 13
Huncer's affecting play—wich heartfele perfor:
manees by De'Lon Granr and fesse Hinson

A .Kdungg Lo B .§|¢;- and Frong

Page Ares Callecdve ), Gifred Mavrice Emamuc]
Parent powerfully staged this provacative 2020
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award winner with riv-
cting Kai Clifon as black gay proagonis: Ushee

Dimmer for One {Cineazer Boston Sage Com
pany Phsically gified Paul Melendy moved

s heaurifully

wiith ar |:r|n|__l|.|;||in as Debea W

el

underp n this disarming
Fiddler on the Roof {Morh Shore M-
lerame Robbing would drink a

sic Theatre)
L'Ch
of bwe revival

The Hombres {Gloucester Stage Company

im o dicctor Roberr Schncider’s labor

Diirector Armmande Ri

and Tearrn Chelseal.
vers hrought fire and |;.'|.'|'.ILS m Ty Meneses

1w 1 he

insdghtful examinadon of whar it r

n aned |||..,'|'|d'\.|||-=|n. Berwesn very differeng

ing Hedbey 11 {Actory’ Shakespeare Proj-
ect), James Ricardo Milord—one of the Hub's
ﬁ“'\.'i: WCLOTS - r.l:lllﬂd l'l“ \x Ihd rj:l'\. I.'I'\J.rﬂll.'x rl"-
tenacicy and vulnerabilicy in ASPS sirring re
vival of this rsonans Wilson play.

v Threarre ). Di-

recrar Carey Perloff tormed Tom Sluppm.l'x

Icnpnldirm!l {Hant ingr

-[i_||\:\.'-u.|||||||'.é; |,"\|'\-||.r;|l,|||'| ol |.u|-.:l:. gradd it
atud his own experience as a fowish man into
what is arguably the highpoint of 2024 arm
theater.

The Diybbuk (Arlekin Players Theatre). Igor
iricnal sur
realism of the Ansky classic ar the Shul

The Lion In Winter | Thearer Uncoried)

Giolyak c.‘r.lghr the drama and che sp

DHreceer Alisan Olists Choarand a superh casy

mnade James Gald 'y witry 11835 P!ﬁ:.‘ an

entertaining battle royal

The Winter's Tale {Commonwealth Shake-
Mael Macer’s =
rl.!" Jn.d I."I'I.'l'l.l:\.lﬂl.l'l car

speare Company me Le-
onpes—inidally chi

ing~headlined direcror Bryn Boice'’s exuberanz

e THEATER, pape &
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contvibuting writer

T'a:iq (not hix real name) is a Fay Ugj.ru:l:.n
who resetded lase year in Torome, Several weeks
ago he was forced o return to Kenya to face bo-
gus charges of human mafficking. In fact, he had
I'erPE& ?!' men ﬂEE o K.Ewﬂ. m uﬂp! hﬂﬂﬂr
killings.

The hc.ul.ng an chose clur;ﬂ wenc well for
Jvien. e §s namaore a haman rafficker than Har
riet Tbrman was. Bur the Canadians wld him he
el v fined s s way back vo Canada, inclied-
iy raising the money, They should have put him
on a plane back home afbcrﬁ:r:inﬁ]’lim b retrn
tor Kemya for the hearing. The behavior of the
Canadian officials in cthis case is cruly appalling.

After some time, the Canadians starzed be-
ins a bit maore h¢|Pﬁ||. Bar rh::.' robd him vhag
e s o langer @ pefugee and could not simply
s put o a plane back te Canada with refugees,
That sounds like burcavcratie excusc-making
o me rIJ'l.TIJ'H.‘I'I.i.F}Od roasan. Thore he was,
straruded in Mairobi straggling w And a place co
dEEP.whﬂ[ ml.d :fl:lu I:ﬂj.‘ J\Jm“ t:l a.n:,rl:ﬂr_ﬁ:r
reasons | do mot understand, ﬂur told him he
bzl oo B firm o F.l:hinpin. where dl.ey wontld puac
hviem om & Aighs to Caneda

As an advecare for LGETO refiges in AF
e | orabsed fands oo provide belp go Tarig for
s lodglng in Mairabi while he waited, his trans-
port o the airport, his ticker o Echiopia, and
moncy for caxisand 2 m'u-rligh hotel seay once
hie reached Addis Ababa

Omnce he armived in Echiopia, he told me the
officials had cll;rlgﬁhhirmrymd mow bie had

Stranded in a hostile land
One refugee’s courage and resilience
by Richard J. Rosendall | rosendallgisarpowernet

o come up with e money for his akefire o
Canada himself,

Luskily for Tark. unlike refugecs sull waiting
for their reserdement Aights, he docsn’t have to
wait for che United Mations l‘LIE}I. Comimission -
er for Rcﬁspﬁ and the Incernational Oreganiza-
ricn far Migracian; hve can fly hoame to Canadaas
sonn as he has the alrfare.

So T'm sure T made the dght decision 1o pri-
oritize him over the refisgees sull waiting, Like
a nurse in a busy inbensive care unit, it s some-
times necemary to do triage. Bat it hard oo stecl
oneself against s muwch suffering thar one can-
nat assage. | know icsunreasanable to fed guils
simiply becanse of my human limitarions. We all
have o Fulfll car r:l:p-em'ﬂ'h“iriﬁ :md.:r!ng; in
baslc self-case.

Wi are effectively Iving in wartime, We can-
not pive up sur necoed Hur|u'r antil the sr.nga!r
aml the perscewion are over. OF course we mast
honor and moum the falken and the suffering,
dﬂ "hﬂ.[ wecan, :ﬂdmcﬂ.[mge DI'J'H'I" o d.ﬂ Il'll'!
Wise.

Yer we must alss remind ourselves of the
many ressans we have o affiom life. W light our
Lights In defiance ofthe daskmess. Teis Arlng thas
we danee with the gifts we are given, noc hobble
ourselves in despair.

The situation for LGETC) people in castemn
Africa is awful and gevting worse, A kea= the
Biden administracion has been friendly coward
our concerns. The Trump adminiscracion will

nat he.

The bigoary, cruelry, and greed in the world
can defea usil we give in to them, Sametimes all
wi can do is keep our litele Bame of hope lic and
carry on as best we can,

'T:riq. after a m::rjng ac the Canadian Em-
EIH”'_F whﬂE !'I.E Was IM I'IE Was al hl.{ AT, Wis
pund'bed a0 \'inlendy I:f the gl.u.rd oursdde thar
he vomired blood and broke a bone to his ser-
nuen. He also developed typhoid and pocumo-
nia From living in the sereets for four days,

| was ablc v find additicnal money for mare
extended ]mij;inﬁ and medica] care, I he makes
it to the end of January, | can send him airfare o
remm oo Canada.

Beyond dealing with his immediare sination,
rhere & a need w demand xculmbi!iq for
the Canadian officials’ conelry and bursancratic
rigiding. Theee i also a desperate nesd for more
non-gaveriinotal Aegan irations with the fund-
iy, seaffing, expertise. and goodwill co deal with
che crisis of disphced LGBTC) people in Africa.

In che meamtime, lmi:upi:edbymwm:n‘s
courEge and forrimde amid lu.rdship& in a hos-
rile Lind. Tarig sent a note of appreciation for
my help, then pur down the phone o get snme
sleep,

Rest. ey warrior, In your brave spiric Hve dhe
hapes of those we have lost, and of those who
still dare ta dream of a mare deomt workd,

Richard | Resencall & a noiter and activiss ar
rrosendallimme.cons.

Capyrighs © 2025 by Riclund §. Rosenalall, Al
rights recerved,

Mombian
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wills, powers of amarney, and healtheare proodes,
“Trans parerns may e have add miomal ley.inmds
#nd concems; sex the “Trans Legal Survival Guide”
frorn Advecares for Trans Fquabity for more infoe-
mmation. For all of the above logal lssucs, It b impos-
tant g et advice From someone well versed in LG-
BT famiy b in vourr spediic state. I you nead
amismance, the Madonal LGB'IQ+ Bar Assuciagon
mairgaing a Family Law Amarney Directory of ex-
perienced LGETO) famdy law pracitioners. Addi-
tienally, severd major LGET legal organizadons
offer helplines dhar can address guestions, peonide
arorney referrals, and direcr you furthers GLAD
Law Answers Legal InfolLine, Larmbda Lagals Hdp
Desk, MCLR Legal Informusgion Heeine, and che
Transgender Law Ceneer. Find them all with a
quick online search.

Talk wich our children {il' duq.' are ald maugh:l
shour their ongaing F::Jirgli around the dection
and the incaming sdministration, My son, when
e weas wosamgger, weortld hear dhirgs from dassmares
and see headlines that could be frightening, | eriad
tor sumare hien ehat mot everyone thinks the same
war that we do have a system of chodks and bal-
ances, and that hix Emiyu‘ﬂlbe fere for him no
m[ul'lal.

}Eumruu:lvﬂﬂ.echfoe!nﬂﬁl}'cm.Nn
rarrer what happens aver the new four peass, 1G-
BTG people aren’t going arpwhers, and maistcon-

e o pernind people of our presenoe, We should
omper chis with aonable proecastions o
our safety and an awanmcs thae our children may
sometimes wish to come out shour their families
hldtd:mnu}'::ddnu—hthu!r’utﬂ:hh-
ng and visible in our coemmuniries can dio a log
to sprewd undersanding and to make people think
rwiie before sping or dodng soametling queerphio-
b,

Find community, We'ne going to need cach
other momn: than over for both practical rsounces
and emocional suppare. This could mvale iu'ms
part of alocal queer parenting group or caline sup-
port group, engaging wich other LGETE parenss
on sacial media, or marning to existing family and
friends. Scek owr the commumity (-ies) thae you
feed vou need, and offer a weloome o new mens-
bers in gam,

Stand with :mlsp::k wat for people of margin-
alized groups nosour own. LGETO) people won'
be the only ones targered by the incoming federal
adminisrratian. We will all be SEOngEr if we can
busild 3 nerwork oan{cum‘ldinB. nﬁﬁh'q\ and
asslsLande,

Seay informed by reading reliable news sources,
beah nainstream and niche—bat crosscheck fces
across several sources toaveid spreading misnfur-
mation. Take time, too, tooccasionally nead niche
news sites ar Hnﬁ: that focos on identiries noo
r‘nunwn.l'wﬁurd\‘h:ii'ﬁisrmm:f o gain
pzrfpacriu.uﬂl}mpci.t h-dpsm: bea banl_'_:

Canzinue o fightbook bans and to suppeet che
publicagion of guality, LGBTQ-inclisive, diverse

children’s and young adult books, Uniee Against
Book Bans I:unitcﬁi.hwd:!mummmqq] Ba Euuﬂ
starting, puing for learning how to stand against
censoaship in your commumicy and beyond. You
can abo buy LGBTQ- indisive children’s hooks,
barrow them Ffrom l:'mdsuﬁm: them po) local -
bearies, and share abour ones you like with family,
friends, and onsocal meadia

Reach out v o eleaed officals about b
that mateer o us. Even i they arent the peaple
we voted for, we shouldn® lee chat silence our
woices. [Sce USA.F:\- For contace information.)

Know that we are strong. The suggestions
above are based on ones from 2 similar column
1 wrate eight years ago ar the strt of the fiest
Trump adminiscracion, While che threar isgrear-
ernow, [ belicve, sinee Treamg and his allies have
msre experience behind them, 1 also know that
aur communiry is still here and still queer. That
gives me hape for che next four years, ke won't
be easy, of coarse. We will have to suppore each
ﬂﬁ![w#ﬁlﬂ? aur mmFrﬂ*r ‘.l'd “Dﬂh.i-'
nary members, whoe bear che brunt of che new
adminbstragion’s ant-LGETQ) arcacks—as never
before, We and our children have shown strengeh
and resouroefielness dime and dive again, though,
acrons millennze May we hold dhat i our hearts
as we and our Bmilics find joy in cach other and
resilience For the year ahead.

[hama F.m:h'.ph is the founder and Pquhcro{
Mombian (mombian.com), & twedime GLAAD
Media Awardwinning blog plis s searchable daca-
basc of | 700+ LGRTO family books,
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McBride

Comitaren frorn puge |

Durlng an election where a deluge of campaign
st and Pn|jrici:.ru demseaned crans Imnpl.r, ©lc:
Beide srill easily won her blue smre’ only searin dhe
LIS, House of Represenzarives.

Bust even before she is swom in, ber receprion
from congressicnal Republicans has been numal-
tuens, Rep, Mancy Mace of South Camlina tar-
geted her by propasing te ban ransgender people
from LLS. L‘::pi:DJ nestrooms thar comespond
lin.'irx,cnder identity — a ban tha House hpulu.'l
Mike Johnsom, Bela,, enacred,

Micliride rried ro defuse the sinrian, saying she
wsiahd Falbow e rules, “ e ot here vo fight abour
Bathrosms” the 34-vear-old wiote in & gucment

Here are other takeawins fom APS reporting
shout MecBride:

Early promise and a meteoric rise

Growing up in Wilmingma, Delsvare, Me-
Bride was r;hurnmﬂ!’r'hlu wha Fn.m..'d D
exatic political speeches in her bedroom ar a muake-
shift postiom, By high schaool, she bid worked on
mouthiple campaggns, including that of Beas Biden,
the president lave son and former Delovare attos-
ey greral

Thioughi she seemed destined to wadk in politcs,
McBride once fehe mﬂc.:hng her p'.m:hr identicy
wanald dersil those ambitons. She was 21 and the
peesidern of American Undversioy's sudent gon-
emenent when she came o as sransgendee, firse
oos et Eriends and family and Eier ina public post
that went viral.

Says MecBride, " Coming our was without gques-
Gon the hardes |:|1.ir.‘( that | had ever danc up antil
dhat poine. And yez it was still relaively easy come

pared to che experiences of so many people.”

A supportive Eumily and pastor

Her parents have been her biggest supporess,
It they warried for her, One of ther firse calls af
ter McBride came vat was to their pastor, the Rew,
Grregory Knox Jones of Westmirster Presbyrerian,
a progressive church where Sarah was a youth elder
and |l Biden is 2 member,

“Wie talled abour the Ber char chis was youar
child. You love vour child Jones recalled “You
can't think of losing a son, You've gaimed 2 davgh-
s

Drawid MiBride, Sarahis Gsher, said that kind of
suppart has made dl the diffeence for chor Gme
il *Ohar life and Sarals [# have boen made by the
respoase thar we and she e farst foom our friends,

oar church, aur communicy”

A rapid series of firsts

McBride would go an o forge a cril drough
a rapid serics of firas, Dharing colloge, she became
the first opendy transgender woman o inten at the
White House. Ara reception there, she mer and
laer fell in love with 2 young lawver, Andrew Cray,
arrans nan and LGETOH healch Fn]iq.- advocare.

Adan activist & 22, MoBride was instrurnenal
i helping pass a eransgender pondiscrimd nation
Lo i Dhelaware, She worked as the spokoperson
for the Human Ris}ln (Z:W. a ludjng LG
BT rights groug. In 2016, she became the firs
npen}g.' DA persan o spcalt ar the Dempcraric
Magboral Croavention.

In the legiskature, a hard worker —
fueled by coffee

As psoire !egid:mr. McBaide was kncemn for ber
hard work. She medy stops oo car on busy davs, ine
stz :ubeisl:insnn asmedy dier of cotfee, heany on
d‘ctmmuls\rﬂcmmt

Nowhere is her boundless encegy mone evidens
than when she talks abour the minuiae of palicy
making. She likes kinchen table bsues: healch care,
pudd Fammily leave, childcare amd affordable bous-
ing, I thee stabe Sente, she chabred the health com-
mitzee and helped expand acces to Medicid and
dental care for underserved communicies. Mo of
her bills got bpartisan sippoct.

Her signature accomplishmene was hedping pass
Eu.i.i Famllv_.'.'md medical leave in Debrware. kwas
persanal for McBride,

Her partner, Cray, was 27 when he was diag-
aesed with arl cancer, Within a year, the prog-
neass wax teminal. They moved up dheir wedding
plans, askingche Rev, Gene Robinson, a friend and
the fire npt_'nh.' i }:Iﬁmpllbi&}w!P, oo oéhciane.

'Ihu"man'iud on the mqﬁ:np-n!-th:ir aparoment
budding in Augast 2004, Cray died four days kiner
at whee hospiral

Aspiring io a politics of grace

In her H1E memoir, Mcliride wrote a chaprer
titled “Amming grace] about “beadfd acts of
kindnea" she winesed during the last weeks of
Cray's life,

"A lot of times when people go through boss,
it can be eicher r'nrhmld'sin.g ar rﬁtlquﬁmuu.g.
And fior me, brwas Bith-affimming.” she sid

In the decade since, she ofien asks herselt
“What woudd Andy doi”™ And she secks to fidlow
his examphe of compassiom and “principlod grace™
toward anti-LGETQ) polideians. “His kindnes,
his decency has provided Far e a Marth Sear”

Some aoiviss crovicized Mclnde Fr noo
ﬁghling back more flzm’ﬁ:l]:f against the t'_'lpiml
buhroonm ban, She agrees ics imporans for wans
peopke v acoess poblic Fclides, bar says she will
respanad with grace,

“At the end of the diny our ability g0 have aple-
rmalistie, diverse democricy roquines somc funda-
tiom of kindncss zmdgn:n' McBride said. "And 1
believe in that so swungly that even when ic’s dif
fioalk, [ will seek o semmaonic™

Asapaid P M{gm.u GRUPRE FECee suppert
ﬁémsﬁ e AP olirbongion svnh The Cororrse-
dior LN, i faadbng froo Lally Easidorewsent Dic,
The AP ix sodely resporailil ety coararns

The Awociatend Pres" o an the worlferce and
SLHlE prPveTRmes COvERIgY Tecives finmcial suppert
Jfromn Pivatad Vevtrer, AP is solely respansilide for this
OO

Bonauto

Conpinsed from page |

meang, Connsetenr, and Maing, aulminacing
in her argument hetore the Supreme Court in
l.‘.lhn:rguFeI!l\.'. Hodges, which esmablished marion
wide marsiage equalivy, * Her effors made mil-
lians of Famills whole and rhrg;.'d & mage per-

feer inion.” the White House statement poted.

The Proidential Citieens Medal honos
Ameticans who demonstrate exemplary service
tar their comery or fellow ctizens, The White
House cmptusi:n:d thar thes recipients are
“heanded !::\.' their common decency and com-
mizmene o serving achers.”

The ceremony was broadeass on the Whine
House s YouTube Channel,
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billy masters

T dwmne how i pook 29 years of columns and scores of Hall
mﬂl'l«'.“lm"_\'.‘ i-nr me o ﬁn)'[l. n.'mg.ll:h.‘ I'J',L' wricch in dnm;'[hulg
I've said For years =y CAN'T have irall, People tell you char
v can b ler me vedl you the first tmach of the Mew Year, Life
s full of hard chesces. T vou really wang ane ehing, vou muse
[isE o on wu.ll.i.hirlg,i'hl.'. li yoan wait vis licon the l!l:a.{h.}‘em
cannot be in Antarctica. Take it froms me..and Lacey Chabert.

Ler's make thar my New Year's resolation—to tell you the
ihf‘llllﬂ Iﬂ.ﬂ'J'L.J.“ nfbcn as h’urn:n"r Ff‘s‘ihll\.'. c"ﬂ hl.'l'l.'li one—
for che first time in decades, 1 did noc ng, in the Mew Year with
& Lindsay Wagner movie Thar's because Miss Wagner didn’
make a mevie this year, | ran inee chis probdem bist year, when
T rcached our oo the producer of *When Jack Came Back™—a
falen ehat Badn't yer come o (5 can now be seen on Tishd)
I was one of the frst peopls whe got to see Lindsay playing
a muther with Alzheimer’s. How many of her dozens of fans
armund the world can say that?

Speaking of ailing parencs, the news is nat good from Cam
Masters. It started 3 few months ago with Big Daddy. Now Big
Mama i1.'lid'\l[|. And you know who plcksup the i|m‘k..4nwng
srher |;h|ng<-."‘|'<s|||\|:| .I.Tml krsvur what 3 cr mp:hlx UL Ao
vy sex lified “Whar's thar beepdng? That's fust Mamas life sup-
[, hﬂl}. Dhoves it ourm wHE G N, thae 1I|'.1d:.' noise docsat

meananything!” It bean hell? T cerminly don't begrudge them
the came and atenson they deserve. And | cerainly don't wish
themiill. Buc lazely U'm szarming o ernvy Conan (Brien

Parri LoPone hiosted a swanky New Years Bve s!und:-; witha
mmber of queer (and queer-adjscent) guests. Folk like Randy
Ralnbeow, Cole Escola, and,, wealc 3 mimse —was thag Nicole
Scherringer? Yes, the former Norma Desmond and the cur-
rent Mopma Desmend joined ferees for a spirived rendisen

of "Auld Lang Syne”—complete with at leise ewe-and-a-hall

part harmony. That they didn’t duet on *The Perfect Year™ isa
once-in-a-lifetime oppormunity lost Forever At least cthey toast-
ed esch ather with Mormmak las line from ace one of “Sunser
Bhd"—which you cin see on BillyMasters.com. BTW, after
their dures on TN, borch Andersan ('.a-rv?:'rnnd .hndl_.'('.n-
len ihppqd imge the soiree—ar least | chink It was g sodree they
slipped (ngo

By ehe by, Partd is cvervwhiere: Afier enfoying a scenery-chew-
ing rolc an "Agatha Al Along? we hoar La LuPone will be fea-
tured on several episodes of “And Just Like That..” —whenever
that leng-awaired third season drops.

Believe me when [ say this nexr spory shocks me | can't be
lieve i, bar | have o kick off the New Year by le:iug aboaur
Blake Lively. Bur | was |nrr|g:|n‘| when | saw there were claims
oot sexaral harassenent, How disappolnging ro find oor thac in che
marTage of Blake Liw:|] anwl R._wn Rt_vml”.!. the o En:nl;.:
sexually harassed = _BLAKE! k3 a world gone boea, She filed
a suit against Justin Baldoni, co-star and dircctor of "l Ends
With Us" (he's quil:-\.' a looker, too). He claims chat his coun-
rersuic will “shock everyone” | don't know how many shocks 1
I'm alresdy shocked I'm writing abeur Blake Lively!
In Baldani's £250 milllan sair agairs “The Mew Pork Thmes",
a meeting with [ m,-|:| amnd R_n,-f.'umhts A "l,'l,!‘rljll.
Fovan “aggresively beraved Baldend during a meeting at deeir
pentheuse in Mew Yook, accusing him of Tar shaming' Lively™

can take

b ralkes ab

Justin says it wasn't “fat shaming”. He sms he simply asked how
much Miss Lively weighed before a scene where he had o pick
bver up. Whyt Baldoni has chronic back issues and wanced "o
ensare he could safely En_'rr'rsrm the lift withour injury” Calm
down, Jusine You're |Jr'u||g Blake I:n'l:.' nog (:hr'lﬂ}' Merz
(and thar's nor far shaming—rhar’s jusc |1I:|hu'a.'}.

Wendy Williaams rang our the mew year by landing back
tn the news, On the positive side, she was I.'\'H}ratlllg her son
Kevink college prafuation in Miami, Paparssi spoteed ber
outside 1 restatrang on a seooter—yes, a scooter. She was over-
hveard 1_.1c.'|':|5m- someane, “And then both of you walked away
||.'.n'in5|ng.' shic in che smeet? Jus !\:uhu car, Plc.'u.c -and make
sure it's the right car!™ When asked if everything was OF, she
explained tha her careakers called the wong car. While they
weng 1o find the right car, chey keft her seonter unscrended and

shie was not having ir. “This cost 2 fucking mint, and they just
left miy shit one here” Az least she sounds feisy.

It only the fist week -.'nl'_'Im:ulsir[\.I and we've already Eora
story char we're I'i.Iu'.gI under ‘S:rul.gu,- Pair Trise™—anad, ne, ic's
ruant abvoun Blake Lively! This ks abou someane 1 hold in almaest
l.'qu.1| ateenm— Keaanu Reeves, Sidebars a few months L1
1 tald vou chat he’s renniting with his "Bill snd Ted” co-star
Alex Winter, for a Broadway revival of “Waiting for Godor”
by Samuel Beckett. [Xdva know char production will be '.'I.Iﬁh:d
by Jamie Llovd, whe direcred the hic revival of *Sanser Blvd™?
And, n. none of this has anyching to do with the cament story.
Last ear. Keanus LA home was burgled, Fast forward 10 the
final ||.J:\r\ af 2024, and t‘mhcf in Fqn:l..p:. Chik selzed lowds
of stoben properey. And what do they ind? A Rolex nscribed.
“Keanu Thank vou J%4 20217 k was a chank vou gik he e
ceived at the wrap party of one of those “foha Wick™ movics
that ['ve never en.

Before we hled this column, | sw this headline: *Josh Duo-
hamel, Dylan Sprouse & Til Schweiger To Topline Actien
Thriller "The Ne-gh«'m{".ﬂ.\!(-'. have [ fallen inco a time warp?
Bs i 1995 sll ower againii?

Just before 2024 clased, a couple of deaths crepr in. The first
was the beloved Linda Lavin, who died on December 28th
Her representative staced, Linda passed “unexpeoredly duc
o complications From rocently discovered lung cancer”. Diays
earlier, she uT;Ppmf ﬁ]minﬁ on the seventh episade of “Mid
Cenmary Modem"—a sicom for Halu already |>nr|.s called a
gav “Ginlden Guirls” It concerns three gay men wha live ogether
In Pabm Springs, one of whom (Nathan Lang) Is agooamipanisd
by his macher (Linda Lavim), When Linda leamed of her di-
agnosis, we hear she vold peoducers she wanted “cverything our
there an the show”, There are alrady plans v write her char-
:l‘n:r". passing anto [ll.c _DL'nl.[Itill)JI{ CPi!(ILk |:d’|J'|C ﬂm S s
What 11'i|]hapg:u.'ndurinﬁ scawont bwnd Stay muned.

Howars before midnighr, Jocdyn Wildenstein died on New
Years Bve. Affecrionately known as “The Carwoman’, Jocedyn
was the face af bad pbﬂrir SuEgETy —the epitame of the word
“borched” She was also s very wealthy |J.|i!.'. eeelving a 2.5 bil-
Lo diverees sertlemsent and alimany of eousghly $ 100 mdlBon per
year] Her lonpgime companion. Llovd Klain, said she died whik
takinga nag prios o heading out for the fasivitics— "just oo loak
pood befone gering dresed”. How'd dhas work oue? By the by,
the 84 year-old never admizeed co ary ofher *procedures”.

Chur firse “Ask Rilke™ queszEon af the YEAT COImEs from Ray in
Seartle. "I r&v.hm dwowr albuar Ehemali Foce? I juss o some
pici d prested wling and corldnt gt over bis really hot doaly, Has
o e i porss 7

I'm iII“‘J]! ;_du.d o galk abour someons U've never hoard of
Dlenali Fonx {aka Denali} was on “RiePauls Dirag Race™ back in
2021. Looking online, | sec Ray is cornect— Dienali is quie buff.
Mota biK mrpn"a.'. becarse many of the mos :'I':n:hint; fellas wha
wear foocks arc in incredible shage. His birth name is Cordero
Marthew Fuckerman, and here's a fun face—he'’s a double pold
medalisr in TS 'I:lgun' Sk:rlng‘. He also worked veich € Lrh'lum d
Saleil, Roval Carlbbean Crolses, aned SeaWorld—bor dont hekd
thiar agabnse s, Last year be got engaged oo longime beas A
crander, He posted ehis: “Six vears ago vou asked e to dance
Il:ﬁl X ears h!l'f] Jﬁrf\d VM1 B0 Marry mc 0 your HHJI' j
don't believe they™ve tied the knot. yet. T anvwer Ray’s ocher
question, | don't And any evidence thar Denali has done gay
porn: hut 1 ber he'd be pretry PﬂPILIJr, as FI)I.II” see on Billg.'
Masters.com,

When were l'.lrkmgnrf the vear ullcln!: abour Blake [.:vl-ly-.
Ie's definizely time voend ver anather eolumn, Here'sver anoth-

er fun Fer—most drag queens out there are tops! They'll fack

vt with their pumps on (don'task me how | know). Mo bics
of my sage wisdom can be found on www BillkMasters com—
the sive thar certainly ain't botched. Mew vear, new quostions.

Send dhem Jlnmg oo Hil
et back 1o you before Lindsay Wagner makes another movie!
Unail near time, remember, one man’s filch Is snocher man’
bible,

BillyAlasters com and I promise o

o o Esicn o 580 Pk, va Wkimeda Commons
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revival

Urinerown [Lyric Smpe Company of Bas
aEn ), [ir-._-!_' Kot prescient book aboor warer
i Mfark Hallman's sy

seare Found Fresh curvents of fan and i

ansl corpogare

this rallicking revival,

Solo Performance

Diviving in Circles {at Boston Mavorights The-
el Muld-mlened Jay Eddy wore, composed

and |'|.'||;.|||:x1‘ thi i U p-.wnll..l il pet-

sornal el focusing o recovery from abuse,

Gohla's Baleany {Shakogeare & Compans
& Frmorson Paamount Center), Anncete Miller
brought new reonanee to her award-winning por-
mayalof Gakda Meic

Robert Frost: This Verse Business (Spring
Pood Ars s Calderwoad Pavilion ). Goedan Clapp
|1.'|||I!;|'I Frosr ws life md|!-,-|,'.unwu,ilm|m;n:. with
aquial viealivy

Distinctive Dance-Theater

Diary of & Tap Damwer | American Repervory
Ihezzare) 'ﬁ'ril:u'x'h::nﬂ;grq:-lur :\)r.:d\.h' Cael
and seven equally malenced perfimmers dance our
becorh her oom stary s well s the timeely ver vimaally
umnald |'||\I|||!. ot blacke |\.||||'h.'|'\.L.‘|_;||1m'|u'ﬂ..

Message in a Bawale [Sadlert Wik and Uni-
verial Misic UK with Zoomation: the Kat Prince
Companyat Emeraon Cale

al Theatre) This

muching look at Bmily dhallenges danced ot s
sppeeal o bove and vndersanding in che maos excit
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cad e, and Carver's Favorite Bable verse was froe
cah &8, "[o
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Carrer uphad the | sepriritdon of chs

state, He opposed public money and tax cxemptions

lowe mescy, and walk qunnl:.

hand

Fore religious schools and institutions. He discontin-
wed the mradition of imddng eangdicals to conduc
White House prayer services, 2 once cnay niche for
|:an:u1'.i||n.'nn:r.u=!'.c|ir_|1'i like Rev, Billy Graham, wha
hee e,

Heweser, it Timomy Carer were nlnn.ngl':u']m-.nl
derw pocday, they would corsider bim a berede and
cncomitumicate him for s stance on Cheistian
ativerbisn, white supremay, rpeochicthoe justie,
LGBTO+ righee. Palistine, and interprotation. of
scripiune, among ofers

Son of a segregationist
Carter, 8 Geongian like many of the cvil rights

leaders of ehe ora, wasn't invedved inche 1960 Clvl

never confroneed his

pro-Confaderae wiews nor his. denomination’s
support of slavery. nor mer with MLK. "Camer
never did arythi ng, racis himself. Bur he didn’
parwicipaze,” Clarrer's hl-':_s_';ra_:!hn.'r Jonathan Alker
tokd AP News, “And King was sght there” How
ever, to the shosck of hiswhire evanpelical base and
rhe gwe of the black -..m-.n..f'..r|q|_.|L:q:s||q||guuu.u-
tiomn, issveed an edice: “The time for racial discrimi-
atinn s over”

Carter appairted the fnt Blick woman to
serve in a pressdencial Cabinet and dhe fime Black,
Andrew Young, an icon of the Civil Righes Move-

ment, a6 the Unired Stares Ambasador m che
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United Masians, He s formed archidership with

LGBTQ+ Ally

Charing, Carver’s sdminkeradion, he was cone
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st Ask, Diosit THL
As an hotest man, Carver was cadid about his

struggle with marrzge cquality. Bu he keaned inte
his Gith to guide him. In 2005, an Advocate e
posmer askedd him why be had no Fn.hl\.m with Ay
aned kshiars like muny Cheistians, "'m 3 worship
per aof kems Chase whio never mentioned homie
sewnpals in any way — cermindy nog In g deleserions
fashion Carver replicd

I 2015, i the SCOTUSS Oberpehill v Hodgos
decisiva, which kegatined same-scx marriage inall 50
stanes, Carner publicdy gave ashoumur of approval.

°I think Jesus would encourage any love affaic &
ix wies honest and sncers and was not damaging m
rokd Huaff Posr Live, *F believe fesus

o gy marriage.”

Walked the talk

Faith was fomndaronal g Casrer's poliics, How-

arvmne else’

woild approw

ever, his faith-driven public service bloomed after his
Pn.'ﬂli.'l'd\.'}'. he hl\.'n..'ill'a. II'\I. I.'|IIIJ|D\.'H-'\.'I".D.'I] SLArcEanan
and the nations greaest ex-president.  Like many
Amenicans, [ hold Camer in bigh regard, T liked his
cab demesnor and balanced .||-puu.;|| i difiouls
comversations and heared debaees. He was not an

abnnisg e a measirod man. thoughfd §
tions and resparecs. | admired the type of man he
walked in chee wodd

I'm g._'J.l.d President Jinvmey Carter was oy ficst
Mlay he rest i peace,
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