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Az schooleelated  and-LGETO)
|:|'.|;islarjnr.| and puli.dﬂ continue b
rise, whar should LGHT( parenss
know about recent moves and how
oo pracect their families! Two experes
fram Fgm'd:,l Fqlﬂ:xliq.I shared cheir
thavights with me,

The number of beglshitive aoempes
to restrict school materials and dis-
cussion  about  LGBTQ  identivics
(so-called “Cran't Say Gay/LGETOC
biﬂ:] rose o 23 im N2 upﬁmnﬁw
in 2021, per PEM America Florida
and Alsbama became the ffkh and
sharh srares o enaet thens inro |,
PEN America abo reports tha LG-

BT inclinive books were banned
in schavol disericts in at least 26 stanes,
Thee year has also seen a continned rise
in anti-transgender legishon, much
of it impacting children and youth in
schaals,
Family Eequalitys Disector of Edu-
cation Law & Policy, Senbor Palicy
Counse] Mikhil Vashee said. “Firse,
ke thise Your farnily has noching
o be ashamed of, and your childmen
&!!m!' é“! lish[ w]!im Ild!m in
Jdinrmm dl.'l.l ﬂﬁms I'J'ﬂl.l' ﬁmll:"
compesition no maner whar,”

They also emphasized, “Sondents
and Fumilies swill realn federal pro-

What LGBTQ Families Should
Know for Back-to-School Time

tection against disciimination based
on scx and “cr.ulrr ibensity, and the
Deparument of Education is working
on new regalations thar will codify
these protections, In the meantdme,
iF'!mu or o :F:lmi|:r' n:pg-rizm:c dis
criminatinn—whether yoo live in a
state with a "Dontt Say Gay or Trans
Law e T — s ane should e
a complaint with the Departmens of
Education’s Ofhce of Civil Right”
1I|.E new Dep:rrment I:d'- E&il::'
cian rns,ulal:inns are updne: w the
landmask Ticle IX avil rights law, In

e myugri

‘Don’t Say Gay’ law confuses
some Florida schools

By Anthony [zaguirre &
Adriana Gomez Licon
Awoctared Prew

TALLAHASSEE, Fla, {AP)—
Some Horda schools have moved
|i];tra|r3.I bhooks and debared chang-
Ing vexthooks In response 1o 4 law
crites call “Don'e Say Gay"—and
saime terchers have worrded that fam-
ily piceures on their desks could pee
them in trouble.

Ax l-m.dcnl:: remam Frnm sumimer
break, edwcators are cauu’nus]f ad-
justing and waiting 20 see how the
newhwgnwmhlg leszans an Bg-m{er
and sexual odengaron will be iner-
preced and enforced,

The new hw, championed by
Florida's GOP Gov, Ron DeSantis,

bans lessons on sexwal cricnation

iy

and gender identity in kindergiren
r}mmgh third grade as well as mage-
ral that is not deemed age-appropri-
ate. Most educators do not expect a
major change in lesson plans —aone
of the key reasons critics cited in =2y
inglﬁe law was I CERRATY Wik thar
teachers do mot cover such subjects
Invearly grades amyway.

Bur some worry it seis a tone char
will leave LGETC) teachers and kids
Fecling ostracined,

“The messaging of this law is hor-
rble. It coxic, itk discriminamory,’
sid Grerchen Robinson, a beshian
hlgh schoal rescher in l.'!rang\e
Caoancy, “Tt targers, very obviowshy,
LGETC sradents, it *others' them,
and ehag is not 0K

“’urkﬂ\maﬁvu‘t the law that her
school district’s legal ceam held over

the summer cansed confasion, Some
stalff said ehey were told eeachers in
kiﬂd:l‘ﬁilt:l‘l ﬂmuus['l third ﬁmﬂ:
could not display pride Aags or pho-
tas of their same-sex spouses. The
discricy Later said the blaw nnl:,- iFPl'llI!
o classronm inscouctien and char the
photos were allowed, Ir apalogized
for offering bad guidance with a hy-
pothetical discussion.

Raobrinsan said schooks in ler arca
had given out rainhow-colared lan-
:I'll.'dl- and inclusion stckers, bur she
was ot sire whether reachers would
continue fo wear or display them,
She alio worried that some reachers
will “err on the side of caugien and
leawe suaff ot during lessons,

The baw steracted widespread at-

see FLORIDA, papr 7

Remembering
Chuck Colbert

Long-time r covered
Catholic clergy sexual abuse

By Karen Ocamb
Wiashington Blade

| wlﬁhin n

Chuck Colbert had & rouch of ald
Cary Grane in him — dashing and
debanair in his muxedo ar swank LG-
BTG} evenes. Bur he was also d.::l:ﬂ?
humble and bursting with joy from
his lifelong devatan o the core be-
liefs of the Carhalic Chirch,

His joumalistic discipline control-
ling his porsonal anguish over the
proclamations  about  homosexial-

Phioto va Chuck ColbartFacebook

iry enabled him as an our gay man
report professonally on the sex shuse
swandals thar rocked the Cathalic
Church in che carly 20005,

see COLBERT, p.sge 5

Boston Children’s Hospital

BOSTON  (AP}—Docroes - and
other staffers at Boston  Childner’s
Hospital are being threatensd with
violence awver its surgical program for
mmansgender  youths,  adminiscracors
nﬂ,mﬂﬂ:r&ﬁ.&ﬂ&m’:hnlpiuh
mﬂmb:ing harassed online.

Bosten Children’s is home o the
fisse pedisrk and adolescent erans-
gender health program in the Unized
States, It bocame the Focus of far-right
mcial media accounts. news outlets
and bloggers lus week after chey found
informational Youlube videos pub-
lished by the hospizal weeks sgo abour
mrgl:q] nl‘&rln.gc Fror :mﬂgﬂd.gr P
wenis,

The hospival switly removed the
videos, It said in a savoment Tacday
that it i mkirm with law cnfiorce-
ment o procect its saff and pasents

and 1o “hekd che offenders accouns-
able” adding eha it rejocts the “Fabe
marragive” :_pnrnl'mﬁmhn:.

Some of the same =ocial media ac-
counts are now shifiing theic acten-
don—and thar of their millions of
followers—=o similar gend:r care pra-
grams ar children’s hospivals in Pins-
bargh and Phoeniz. Thase hosplrals
llid ot bnecdvely respond oo cmadl
anl phone memgo secking comment

Transition tneatment is under atack
in:rﬂn:.rmwid\ AT h]:cLinEit a
foen of child abuwe or barring Medic:
sid coverage, Criics angue thar safery
shaouald be well esrablished before suh-
Jecting, youths to pocencially incvers
il preatments,

Bat many mwdical groups support

oee BCH, pape 7

“It has nothing to do with not wanting to see Lea. I text with Lea.
She and I are fine. 'm thrilled for her. I love working with Julie.
I loved working with Beanie. There’s no drama here. None.”

—Jane Lynch's exit Interview upon leaving "Funny Gir". She's just FILLED with love for all the Fanmys...now that she's left!

maore in Bily Masters on page 61
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“When it comes to painting and carpentry,
we're the Angels you’ve been looking for.”

Cell: (781) 640-5590
Office: (508) 270-6841

Tim@angelspainting.net
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Rumblings in the summer twilight

' The battle for America looms

i ! contribiting writer

Phote by Max LaRoche e, via Unaplesh

A storm appraaches this Augiest evening as Esic
with a friend at a curbside eable, It 5 Restiurant
Wk, and we are not ve be deterred. The political
storms threasening oor constiutional repeblic
are B{’gn::rl_'rﬂmm.

I have written many rimes abour che Pathnlngi
cal rarcisist whiolef che White Flouse relomant-
Iy minereen months age, Yer it ks seill hard 1o bhe-
beve that so many of our fellow citzens are ready
o falkew Bibm off a cliff in erashang public norms,
the ruke of Lt and decades of sisdal progeois. Bot
then they do not soe it as progres. Essensally
[hr:-‘ Want hllm I.{.'lT‘-'ﬂ lhrhcm‘n: '“-h i]l: d'l}: rest
ofus are Iocked in it wich them.

‘Things are gring racherwell ar che momens. foe
Biden and the Democrars have 2 <rr.||usn:|r'hgi.<l.1-
tive wins, including the grearess pespanse 1o di-
mate change ever enacted, which passed withour
a singhk Republican vote, Democrats” hopes for
r'lull.iing, Qe IJI.c HEIIJU'— nl.lll rnirl-b: [llc HWH:
are getting a boos: from what Mitch McConnell
polizely calls the low gualicy of Tnamp-endarsed
candidares. [emocrars and moderares are being
masivated by the rghvwing Supreme Cousts
avertum of abartion rights, which ser off an ongy
of repression In pod stares

A the same time, the growlng faschst volces do
nat biode wdl har our civil ordes. New Yook Fe-
publican Cad Paladine called for Asomey G-
el Merrick Garland oo be execated, then said he
wis I:n.'i.ng facerious. Luis Mi.gm.'L a ]tcpublin:m
candidare for Horida House, was barred from
Twimer alter he sdvocared nu-l'lng it ||,-gz| (34
shon FBIL TR, and ATF agenss,

Opening Pandoras Box s 4 lor casier dhan
chasing all the demore badk inu i

Afier 2 gencrous hodping of calamari, the
shrimp and scallog risoten 2 too musch of 4 good
thing. | am unused to so much food ac one sic-
ring: it's lefiovers comormow: [ finish with a ﬁghr
ptramuisu. .‘vl:.- l)l.'qmn.r Clircle nnéhimr.hnnd isan
oasis. Buer how will our pkzi.-'.n: ST ET EVENIIES
supvive mouncing secial wneest? IF you woery
abomit supply chain problons and nflaten now,
imagine what further chaos fucled by right-wing
intaleranc: would do to the coonomy,

Anri-zhorticnists view forced birh as a divine
mandare. '[Elq.' have alwalv'i been widh us, bur are
umpmwrudhy'[hunp and his sracked, rdical -
preme Coum, And those who come after Tramp,
bk Gor, Roan DieSancs of Florda, may be more

disciplined, effective rvrants,

DieSaris LYE, "W ||1|nLﬁ|d'|l the woke in oir
schoods. We s fighe the woke in our busines-
es. Wi must fighe the woke in government agen-
ciee. W can mever, ever surmender” Whar Maxzi
remrar i chis Chorchill wannzhe projecring oo
us? Racial and pender diversiny

*Whnke™ nay be an anmoying rerm, bur che Ides
thar i meries am armed response < as deranged as
Chudk Grassley saying TRS agenes will menace
sl bumsiness owners with “AK-1557 {confasing
AR-15s with AKA4TsL [kmonir_inlq trans people
has rv:Ph:cd the Red Menace. F_mpkl_\'oc.urBDs-
ton. Children's Hospital recerved vinlene threaes
after false online clims of gender-confirming
:l,ugeryﬁ'\r«.‘hi].hw\.

Serious conservatism sequires inrellecual e
niiryand sespeet for Faces, mot reflevive belliger-
ence. IF Republicans’ constituetonal ariginalism
werne mane than a [lenimif r]1l:!.' would siorp read
ing the right to own smiautomatic weapans into
the Second Amendment and restrice us 1o mus-
kets. Their idea of freedom is thar che resc of usane
Free 1o agree with dem, As ir is, cheir unhinged
rheraric incies deadly violence,

Thee silver linieg ls thar every dme Tramples
ncivements kad vo tragady B a chanee fos the
fewer oo bireak and For some MAGA mobsters to
come to thdr snses. 5o far though, that s not
h:pp-cninﬁ R:Fubh-c.ms chaﬂtqc voaing laws in
stae after stace w lock in one-party nule even as
theey refuse m concede the last election and insisc
ir was nm'd, Iumlhiyh\. & dead Venezuelan dicra-
tor, The unrcality they inhabis foeds on fesclf,

This renders unthinkable the prospece of Re-
prablicans retaking Congress and (in two yean)
the White Hosse. Building and sustaining resis-
tance bo an oppresave national regime would in-
volve considerable diffeculties amid a cacopheny
of social media rolls, righr u']rlspmp:p.m:h o
l:rs, grr\‘frm’lunl I.'rl.'b.{n“"ﬂﬁ J.I'I.I.{ i”'“l.‘d ml|i[l1$.

In the next pwo months, before the fascis
nightmare overtakes us, supporeers of diversicy
and polerncs must mount an urlpn:ul.'lkl wed Bet-
wat-thevots desve, Time grows short, It is weary-
img, having to hattle just to live our lives, Bue the
L{:mﬂnsm M"h’ IIPH us.

Richard J. Rosendall s a writer and activist
at rrosendall@nse com.

Copyright® 2022 by Richard J. Rosendall,
All rights reserved.
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Don’t Look Up

by Tudah Leblang | wow JudahLeblang.com
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VOTE EARLY BOSTON

Saturday, August 27 - Friday, September 2, 2022

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, - SUMDAY,
AUCUST 2B [T ALM. - T P.M.

BCYF Paris Street Community Center
1K Paris Street, East Boston, MA OZE2R
James F Condon Elementary Schoal
2060 [ Btreet, South Boston, MA 02127
Richard J. Murphy School

1 Worrell Street, Dorchestern, MA 02122
Margarita Muniz Academy

200 Chikl Street

Farmasca Plrin, MA 02130

Another Course to College

B Metropoltin Avenis

Hyde Park, MaA 0236

BCYF Roche Community Center

1T Centee Street,

West Roxbory, MA 0202

The Salvation Army Boston

KEroc Center

650 Dudiey Street
Dorchester, MA O ]

Central Library in Copley Square
TO0 Boyiston Street,

Back Bav, MA 216

Jackson Mann School

S0H) Cambricdpge Street

Allston, Ma 02134

BCYF Quiney Community Center
885 Washington Street,
Chinatown, MA 02111

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30| 12 -8 P.M.
BCYF Tobin Community Center
1481 Tremont Street,

Roxbury, Ma 02120

Harvard /Kent School

50 Bunker Hill Street,
Charbestown, MA 02129

BCYF Shelburne

Community Center

ZT0 Washington Street

Roxbury, Ma 02519

BCYF Mildred Ave

Community Center

5 Mildred Ave, Mattapan, MA 02126

THURSDAY, SEPFTEMBER 1|
12 -8B PM,

Saint Nectarios Greek
Orthodox Chureh

39 Belgrade Avenue,

Roslindabe, Ma 02£31

District Hall

75 Northem Avenue,

.‘ir-<|||||rl A 02200

BCYF Perkins Community Center
155 Talbot Avenue,

Dorchester, MA D2124

ABCD Thebma In. Burns Building
575 Warren Street,

Dorchester, MA 0210

BOSTON CITY HALL | Wedneaday, A gt 3l | 9am. = 5pm.
AUG 29 - SEPT 2 Thursday, September 1|9 am - 8 pam
‘.1-::-|'.|la|:. August 29|9am. -5 pam Fradaw, September 219 am -5 p.m
Tuesday. August 30 | 8 am. - 8 p.m boston.gov,/ballot-drophoxes

Phato by Alaf Vinkas, via Unsplash

Carerwing o

v i my Eastern-Fumopoan Jow-
ish famdly, [ w '

the son with the 'p'md hisis,

thick and wavw like ew maocher's While mv rwo
brthers had steatghe, thin bair, | had 2 vieosal
belmer of red-blond locks with a mind of s

It seemed thar Lhad oo much of a good thing,
with a mind of its own and an unwillingness to

conform to the latest Fashion trends.
Stll, I eried o book “coal” rla:nlph as 3 boy

decidedly not, As 2
s Barbershop in

THILY r‘IiI:J s where the owner, an

anel & voung man 1 wa

voung bov, 1 weng o He

|'rw.r|T_| Un

&
okler man with a beown combover and mnplace-
abke Furopean accent chopped off most of
hiair, |-\.'.1t'.i|'.!.1 a hi
called the *Princetan,” Hemman's was a gachering
place for alder men in our *hoad, 2 soet of Jew

ish arer!

front, 2 modificd creweur

hilled with the chi

ren of immigrants,

most of whom had the wisdo

ar Hl'lchl forouns:
s Jeave ]-un,n_;u,- bedope Che wai
Ar 8 oor 3,1 knew nothing of the by League

andl that bastion af preppy-nes, and just -
ed 1o it in with other boys. Years and decades
passed and my hair refected the era | was b
ing in, rhuulﬂ'. I was wawally 5= 10 years hehind
the lsres rends. (1 have a similar relaonship
with |¢-..'1:mlu-5c: I was jusg gerting inta ks,

when ather fulks were streaming MP3s on cheir

'y [ MR PSS 4 pic-
tuere from m proam, June 1975 1 stand wath my
white tux, pink (ugh) shirt, and almost shouldo
|a.'u|;|:1'| hair, the back and sides splaying out in all

directions. [ book androgymous, halfhay/half

|__'.rI. il.'.nnti:'ullnc'.: o the re ;Iglrl beside me
In che early 'B0s, T decidad o ger a perm. |

was envious of myv frends who had namaeslly

curly hair and thoughe [ could change my image
far the herrer, 1 ended up spending rwo hours

at ey meecher's ey shop in suburl Cleve-
larsd, steeing under a hair dryeras a foadsmelling
CONCOCER T |I|.'|J me o a yaunger i ol
Bere Convy, the B-grade actor and game show
haosz.

By the mid "Ms, I'd sertled into a more con
servarive shore hairstyle char seemed o fir my

samething stams slong with a néar goa

ressenable look for che “out’ gay
become, Tt was ]
bald spot appearcd ax the crown of my haad; an

1 1d
Lare ‘00, when a small

ol Friend poinged out what [ had been mis-
ing. At the time, | shrugged it off: [ had plenty

around char small spe

. and since | was
. Few pn.'upla.' nagced ic. And when my goa
tee began to go from pepper to white, [ simply
shawved ir of.

F

<y

anl mw secret has been
ed; the jig Is up, Today, ot 65, 1 walk inte
iy gy and notice the closed-circuit TV thas

ward 25 v

tracks nyy CNEFANCE (e e locker mom. Look-

ing up, I see a lage oval of bare scalp.a varmaul-
ke-sized spor thar radiares from my crown. 1 oy
to precend thar dhis s NOT me, but denial no

longer works when the evidence is righs in franz,

e B ve me
v, the spar will merge wich my high
borchead and defear my best effore a

sion of a combover, In the meantine, 1 pull
myselfup to my full beight and remind mysclf

o book t:r::ghl: zhead, to avaid the TV moni

Tor Jn\.l ovethead E<Il}(|'la[ fI.'H.I.' L MY CLrneng
reality and the stare of my hair today.
Judah Eeblamg is a woiter, teacher, and story

reller dn Bomon, Find ot seve @t jodolloblogoom

KAUFFMAN

Law [¥ Mediation

]U}"J..'c‘ K ALl H:-I'I} 4l

RESIST TYRANNY - EMBRACE DIVERSITY
CELEBRATE OUR FAMILIES

Providing Skilled ard
f_.—(.n.*:l,f.l.r{-.-i.rm.'.'.re' f,r'_g:mr Kervices
and Mediation o the
LGBTC) Comrmunity

kauffmanlaw.net

4238 Washington St., Ste. 313
Roslindale, Massachusetts 02142
617.577.1505
joyce@kauff manlaw.net
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Trans kids can play girls sports in Utah after ruling

By Brady McCombs and Sam Metz
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (APF)—Transgender girls in
Ulah wlll be given the oppernmicy o pardelpars in
girls’ sports ay the school year beging after 4 judge on
Friday reversed a ban pending legal challemges foom
parents.

Inmﬂd ﬂ\.Fll'I oul:ri‘é“ l:l:rl,l:mufm:]nrﬂ'rls '“'lu e
bse sent before 2 commission thar will determine an a
case-by-case basis if their pamicipsion compromises
fulmess, Uah’s Republican bwmakers creared the com.-
pibssban in a law passed carlicr this vear a5 & fallback
plan e be bmplemented bn case of an injunction againss
the law,

Utsder the low. the panel will be allowed to ask for
and asess the child’s heighe and weight in making deci-
sions about whether a transgender girl would have an
uenfair adwvantage.

The commilssion, which is sct o be convenad in the
coming weeks, will include politically appainged ex-
perts From athletics and medicine,

When proposad, the commission was crtscized by
advocates for manggender sudent-achlews—who wor-
ried they would Feel tasgered having their bodics mea-
mmd—md Puupnmnfmm[ri#r b-’L 'A'l'ma:prd
irdid.n'tsofar :n.nush.

The commission is set o go inm effect while the
coure welghs the legal challenge 1o the ourrghs ban,
Mepmbers have not yer been appainted bur will be in
the coming woeks, legislative leaders said,

The statc’s amociation oversedng mone than B0000
students ph'ﬂns h'qh schaal sparts has said only one
rﬁn:s,lmllcrgjd :mpcmﬂ:irl duir]uauu[as(:n:arand,
with school spocts alresdy underway, it undear how
marry will go before the commission and when s ded-

sicns will rake effect.

Ukah's nJLi.nsm.irknd the lacest coure rlﬂ'elugmgntin
a nasonwide debare aver how to n;n'sapc the ﬂsil‘lpaim
lssiie

At leass 12 Republican-ed staees—induding Ueab—
have passed laws Equmiﬂh', ratugender women o girs
in sports based on the premise it gives them an wnfadr
competitive advancage.

Tmuﬁabderrighn ﬁ'\"ﬂﬂ“l coumeer EI'|E ru|.|"_1 Irl!n."l:
just aboue sporcs, but another way m demean and az
rack rn.rug\endn:r ,N'N.‘II'J'I. Similar cuses are umierws:.l in
stares such as Idahe, West Vinginis and Indiana

Liah's ban mook effect in July after b Republican-sa-
permajority Lepislanum overvade 4 veto by Gov, Spen-
cet Con, also a Republican,

Lkah state ]udsr Keith Kelly said in the ru'Jmﬁ pait-
sing the ban on hold cthat acworneys representing the
families of three ransgender student-achleres showed
they have sffered significan: discress by “singling them
our for anfavenble rreament as mmgcfhd.c’r Eirk."

The reansgender girlsand the parents Rled the lasuin
Bast May. convending the ban violaves the Uah Consti-
l.u.tlnl'l's,g,u:ulllkh ol unﬂ nghl.! and due process.,

The ruling was chrilling news to che girls and cheir
families. said Shannon Minger, kegal director For the Ma-
mional Cencer for Leshian Rishl:, who also mprmmmd
BEMIE-5EX m-upks in a landmark courr case isaina:Llr.ah
Lasr decade.

“The pressuse, the srain this was purting them under
was so eno o, Minger sald, *Te is juse a huge eelief oo
have thas weighe lified”

Lah state Sen. Soart Adams, a Republican. said in
a statemont Friday that the commision thar will now
make decisions in a way "o protect cquil.al:ﬂ: and =afe
competicson while preserving the ncegraty af women’s
spares’

‘The commision will include a medical data starisi-
clanm, a Phyxici:n with cxperi.ﬂsn_* ahour "g:ndcr iden-
ity healtheare, spares ph:,'liinlnsm. mental health
professional, collegiare achleds crainer, repaesentarive
of an athlee assoctation and a rotating member who
b coch ar official in the sport relevant w cach case,

Mintersaid be hopes the commission will act mencly
as a safery net, with the proumption being that trans-
lerrsirh can ?hp unless there is an obvious e of
competitive Fairmess.

"How it is done 5 very importan +* Minrer said,

The raling follows a revelation chis week by the Urah
High School Activites Assoclation char It scoredy in-
westhzared a femabe athbere—uwithour telling her or hee
parcnts—afier receiving complaing from the parents of
oW Si:rh she had defeated in competition questioning
whether the gid was mransgender.

The imvestigation—which was roundly criticized by
Cox—determined she indeed was female after poring
[hmlrgh her school records dumg back o Eind«sar-
ren, assodkanion spokesman David Spatafore vold lww-
makers this week,

Crities of the lan were upset but said they were not
surprised by the imvessigagion. They said ic highlighved
how the impace of politicizing girls' spores: affeceed
maare T}lﬂ.ﬂ Eﬂ.ﬂqﬂ“dﬂ mldnn[-lﬁbnt: :.nl‘l ﬂ.lbil'!f[‘d
all Eirk oo STy inways chey mrin:ip:bod.

"It crestes such a negative armasphere based on ste-
renrypes about girs and how chey should look,” Minger
saibel. “In Is really is harmifil toall the kids bnrhe szage,”

The sequencs of events also laid ene how officials may
pursue complaing now that yourh spors and the asso-
clations governing them are the subject of state laws.

’ﬂidd'l‘ mmpli':mr WS iml:lnsn’\n:ﬂ] d'IE as-
sociation had lecked inee in s effores oo comply with
the Utah law, which went into effect in faly,
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Jurie 2021, the department bsued guidance stating thae
Tirle [X profecs soudents from discriminarion based
on sexual onentagon and gender identite Although
# federal judge in Tennessee temposarily bloded the
gubdamee i 20 stares [ase enonth, anguing thae iehad noe
gane theough a formal regulitory rulemaking proces,
Vashee said that they disagree with the dedsion and ie
may ultimarely be a moot Fni:n:' since the Biden Ad-
minisration in June initiated the lemaking process
for these changes.

President Biden ako lwwed an execotve order in
June abmed @ advancing LGBTQ cquality, including
developing policies “sipporting LGETOLS soadents”
welkbeing and academis sueces” and an o “promote
safe and inchisive |mrr|in|;, environments in which all
LGBTO4 students thrive and to address bullying of
LGETO+ studenes.” All chese moves “show the Ad-
ministration’s clar commitmene m procecring LG
BTO+ stucenes and families from discrimination,”
Vasliee asserted.

O the stare level, one positve move this year was
Maryland’s Inclusive Schoals Act, which requires pub-
lic schasals and publicy-funded privaee schools ta hove
comprehensive nondiscrimination policies that include
protectiong for LGBTO) studenes and familics. Shelbi
I..'Ia:.'.d'l.iefpulicy oéficer for Family Eq.lili::ﬂﬂid_"{i:[-
ring, this law !'ussmlwn: a n'qux.i-f\enr effart I'v} Freestare
Equality and ochers on che ground in Marylind” She
I arhee seates will follow Maryland “by Introdise-

ing laws thar specifically protece LGBTOH students
and studmes with LGBTO4 familics” She cxplained,
“With 1 in 4 students with LGBTQ+ parents repore-
ing feeling mistreared in school (even before stazes be-
gan mrying 1o pass “Dan’t Say Laay or Trans' bills), ir%
imperative thar we continue oo pass lows and policies
that allow voung people t leam In safe. welcoming en-
wircnmmens.”

Seme courts, posy ane seing ane-LGETO bills for
the discrimination they are In twe recent examples,
the 3nd Districe Cours of Urah on Augse 19ch halted
enforoement of a sate |=wﬁan'ingr.rilugmdcr Birl: from
phyingmgjds'ﬁ]mm reams, and the LS. Dismicr Cournt
for the Southern Diserice of Indiana on July 26 iswed
a pm::i!mulrmr!,I Injumscrion requiring that o JI:I-llh:-n.r-nH
arans girl be allowed vo rcjoin her schoal’s girls' sofiball
g,

Draw said, bowever, that she cxpects the nest legisla-
tive sovsion will see more bills tangeting LGETC} kids
and families in schools. She invites peaple vosign up fisr
Family Equalicy’s e-newslerter a familvequalicy.org w
receive acrion alerrs aboar harmful bills in dheir scares
and uppnmlnirj:i for ggulns imvalved and s.p:al:ing
aur,

Addivonally, she said, “We encourage all families
o reach out o thelr cleciad officials and share why
it's so important to have safe, dfirming dassnooms fr
LGBTQ+ families. She suggested Anding or starting a
group af other bacal parenzs o receive advocacy train-
ing and fird WayS “maobilize ﬁnpﬂm:rznd passion af
parents in creating cancrere :hinsc.'

She alw observed thar parents can have & “hage in-
fuence™ by “[Gerdng ] imabved in your school comma-

sty i your feel safe to do sa” She suggested, “Introduce
_'rmlrwlr 0 your child’s teadhee™ and, if_pimﬂ)]l.‘. Semn-
sicder volunteering in your childs dassroom or akng on
alesdership roke with the PTA, diversity commiteee, o
curriculim review commirtee. These are concrere wWays
o can make your vaice heand!”

Vashee advised, oo, thar many children “have some
understanding of what’s happening” via sockal media,
news, of new clasroom pelicles or programa. "Dhon't
b afraid o sart onest, age-appropriate comersations
with them about how the presence of these laws in their
du:mm r:HBﬂ E!1l:r.|1 FCI'J.: t:'h:'\’ mmdﬂd FI.T“'
ilv Equality’s websire, familyequalityeorg, has resources
for having these corversagions as well as for finding
ﬁmlh.- Eronips and crearing inchsive dasmams.

Day also wrged LGBTQ parcnes with any schoolage
children. and the children themselves if they are 13 or
older, to take the LGBTQ4 Families and Schools Snady
umched by Family Equality, GLSEM, and COLAGE
l:sbcn.urg."Funil:.'mld_ﬂ. This will ‘!u:l.P nform educa-
cion palicymakers and the public abour what's really go-
mg on in our narian’ schoals for LGETO+ familied” and
be “an imp-mzm: poal E:rﬁs,lu’ms :u:u'-[.('u]ﬂ'q+ hias”

Wiz kmaw char hebng oue and shasing your story isn't
always easy, espectally in tmes lke dhis? she afiemed.
“Bust [e's meee fenpoant than ever. Pucting a face to the
work is coongial in danonstrating just how impactfal
these harmful bills are and just how urgeniely we need o
pass progections for aur familicss”

Lane Kol is the founder arad putblisher of Mom-
biarns (mar bt com), & GEAAL Media Awsord-winming
Wog and resource divectory, with a seaveliedle desabase of
TON FAGET iy boks, smusic, aud more,
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As o regular freclance cantributor 1o the
Marional Cadhalic Reporrer and oeher media
owders, Chuck debunked cirades J.gsiusl B
and often undemscored how sidx and FORETER
warnen had been mped and abised by pricses
and chuech officials, too.

1 themight absoat this @ lot when | heard that
Chuck had died on June 30, He was 67

I was shacked by his sudden passing and how
!\’H.'IE“I[ wok o find oug he had died. | me him
decades ago through the Natbonal Gay and Les
blan Journalises Association, Why disd i wake
a manch andd & half for news of his passing ro
spread?

Chuek’s Friend Karen Allhouse posted news
an his Faccbook page: “I've leamed thas while
visiting in Jahnscown [Fa.| he developed a seri-
ous medical issue {Envolving his esophagus re-
partedly) and he needed to be mansferred 102
Iushur level af medical care and was transfereed
ma E‘lw\hulgh hmj'hl;.l.l. R,q\pmml'r- (nn||1||.-
cations developed and he died, Por chase whio
ar \QIIJLT“'IEII H'.":'U'. IH! mun — a ﬁx’lnrr I'||FII‘
school teacher of his { English) accompanied his
menm o the cemerery for the commistal srvice”

I considered Chuck a !n\.Ln.l; friend and a
joumalisic cnllc:suc but [ realized | acrually
kenew Lictle abour him. Our friendship ranged
from ¢nu|lun'h.|.nge- o gpusck chars ar events to
deep conversacions about relighon, inchading the
infuence of Thomas a Kempis *The Imiaion
of Chiist.”

If anyone sought to imitate Christ, it was
Chuck Colbers, He was kind withou a:‘hirlk.inﬁ
abous ir. He walked the walk and scolded chiose
wha didn't but claimed to have creased the pach.

O March 17, 2002, twe monchs after the
Boson Globe r!pm:d the sexiral child abuse
by pricas rotcng the foandaton of the Baston
archdiocese (depicted in the movie *Spatlighe”)
‘.:I'lek. WIolc JI.'I‘IE"L'I.! in [IKHD'ED:II'I HcmH (=1 g
titled “Leaders of Catholic Church Must Listen
o All the Faithful®

'L'lm.rh.-. the Cathalic Church in Boston &
in crisis, Some blame ‘'milicant homosexals’
amang the rlrrgj.-._ beanding them ‘2 rue phgue
o the pricsthood.’ s the crisis, in it roored
there  Let me offer anocher pompochive — g
based o more than 25 years of faith life asa con-
wert. First, | have failed, somehow, to encounger
any Catholic Church cukuse characrerized by
‘priesely homasexuals run amok with no fear of
condemnation. The reality is significandy more
baring.” Chack wrone

He went on o describe his scholarly and
theological journey from the University of
Motre Dame to Georgeoran University, Har-
vard University amd Weston Jesuie School of
Theology, recaiving degrees ar each sop.

“Saill, it was noc uncil [ arrived in Cambridge
15 years agp char my spirirua| desolarion over
the I.'ﬂliH.lff hl.'( ween |'|'|I|' sexual Idlll'llll}'Jnd ﬂi}'
religious conviction found s posicive counrer-
part: consalation.” Chuck wrote in the Bosten
Herakl “The catalyse for thar life-saving, per-
snal transformation bogan when a bright amd
theologically astute Jesuit priest became my
spiritual director.

*He listened, Chuck continaed. *Over time,
I broke the silence of my anguished pilgrim
joumey and I sruggle with homosexual
iy, He understood thar [ carrled with me the

heavy baggage af church vaching, thoss deeply
wonnding, soul-shaming words From the Cat-
echizm, 'ohjcctive disorder’ and “mitrinsic evill
thar pathologize (and ohjectify) same-gender
love and ims sexual expresion. Through che
n:a.pe.:tFuL mn.;.u.dsm.e naaf U:nming snd g_uid-
ance af spi.rimal direcrion and Lhmqlgh richer
enconnrers of Gods grace in the sacrarments,
therapry, and prager, T caume o cxpedence God’s
uneonditional love, T now feed, vo the core of Ty
becing, that Gaad lenes me ([ suspect you) along
with all my quirky pestmodem, American, bat
very human, umrgl:hs and vulnerahilides”

Chuck became an CXPECT MEPOTET CovEring
the Carholic Church sex abuse scandal. During
aMay 7, 2002, sppearanee on CNN, Chuck re-
spanded ra a qusstion abour the culpabiling of
Candinal Bernard Law, Archbahop of Besren

*1 think the question radses a very intenest-
ing quession, or point; Chuck said, “And it is
not just the persenality of the candinall Ocher
bishops whoe were auxiliary bishops at the time
[of Fr. john Geaghan’s arrest for child molesca
ton and n:lf.u:'| and are now hu.hap: in ogher
places, & che [Father Paul] Shanley documents
have been reveaksd, these shaw higher fevels
of involvement of L:uuw|:d|;,:. And 2o bt s w5
omie — baie it 3 akeo the leadership, the broad
leadership that Cardinal Law mustered to either
handle or mishandle chis scandal, and [ think
thar we will see more of thar come our in coart”

Chack’s expertise was invaluable o the LG-
BTG communiry, a5 Marlonel LGATO Task
Farce Communications Director Cathy Ranna
e the Windy Ciry Times

“Chieck was a Friend and colleague — one
whio was cxtraordinasily principhed and helpful,
l:v.])cci.aﬂy when ad.dmssins imswes relaved o che
LGETC) community and che Catholic Charch.
He was insrumental in helping us frame and
address the abuse scandal when churdh leaders
scapegnated gay pricsrs, 452 person of Faich and
an intellecmal” Fenma said. *[W jorking with
hitmn weas a vieal part of my work taking on the
Cacholic Church hicrarchy while at GLAAD,
along with other queer and allied groups. But
he was also a pleasure to be friends with. wha
found oy in life and oor communicy, and was
ane of the people | most looked forwand 1o see-
Ing ar the MLGTA convention and other events,
Hewill be gready missed”

Chuck casad some rpples inomy life after an
intetview we did for the online LGBTQ) pross
traifc newslerter Pross Pass Q in 2006 abouwt my
]:-::irt_g laid off as news editor by my IUI’I.F,!i:mn.‘
publisher Frontiers Newsmagazine.

Chuck had incerviewed Bobby Blair, chicf
exequrive officer of Mudoimedia Madforms
Worldwide, and the new pubdisher of Fron-
tiers,

“Unforeunatcly, Karen fell where we realized
we were maving toward a digieal and Milleni-
al andience, and we wanted to give the genera-
tian of Millennials a real shot at creatding our
content,” Blair mld Chock. "Did you ger thar
anpapel”l asked him,

Chuck Colberr summed up his phllmn-
phy via & quote from Leo Tolstoy's “War and
Pcuu‘:'-

“Life i everyehing, Lifc is God. Everything
shifts and moves, and this movement is God.
And while chere is Life, dhere i ddigh: in the
self-mwareness of the divinicy. To love life i
lowe Giod, The hardest and most blissful thing is
v leve ehis Bife Inane’s suffering. in the guildess-
||cxi:'br'-nnﬂ-ﬂng.'
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Whik Anne Heche was on life suppor, Rosic O Donnd]
ook o sockal media mu\_.'d'i:wxi“fzdi.nshad:ha] made fun
o her when she was talking vo Basbara Walsers abour having
a relationship with space aliens.” After her death, Roske decidad
il dowmand read Heche's memair, “Call Me Cl“d.t:f': T didan®
take Iong before she found a troublesorne passage —which [
will quace here: *T was promoeing, Lthink, Trannic Brasco, and
I wene an the Rasie O'Donnell Show! So when | was in my
-rlrusingn:nrn, 1 ot a Enock on the door and Rosie comes in
anal sers herself down imcomfrcably in frone of me and bas
cally sanes, “Ler me cur to the paine. 1 you bring up che Facr
that you and Ellen are acoupls, Tndll nor promote you. We will
cxase this episode.. 8 vou being ber up, iF you bring up gay love,
i vous bt wip lowe, i vou bring up anything eo do wich the
mevement that vou fed that voarrea part of, you will noe have
vour film promoted.” Heche hastens to add chae O Donned] was
ot ot az that time.

Resie respands m this parion of Anne’s book, "1 would say
vt e ansd g |.it]?. Tcan inuginc q’mcrwying an:rﬂminsjih:
ther va anyens, never mind & e aboor o appear an my show,
Sov o, tha was nog accurate, and kind of shocking oo hear i,
I:mlhfuﬂ:r_.hh way in Gands Breci lell So ['m BHTY dhat we
never gt b calk about that. Bu | never sid that o anyoac in
my life” Rosie kinda affirmed her stance by posting a sccond
appearance by Heche o her zalk show wheere they bodh spole
me!\' abaur Ellen, S0 there!

Betnee “Anwerican Idol, there was © Pap Kdal” in the UK. The
first winner of thar show was Will Young, wha has since come
ot [andd just rebeasad a new collecdon of musk a few months
ago). The seeond runncr-up was Dariws Dancsh (somtimes
balled ax Drarins Canpdedl), who 1 met years Laver when be did
'Chingu' in the West End, and got o knmw better when he
‘lpmﬂ on the UK mality competition "T’npm.r oy D.:u:rr
star” —which he won. For some ime, he was married to Nam-
sha Henstridge, and appeared in che Wess End producrion of
']ﬁ,mn‘:.I Gird® —om which dee mm;h.-tm.'hgmd Hm.n,{-.rxy -
duetion is based. Last week. Darius passed away suddenly ar the
age ol 4], He was abovely lad, Charming, chassmanc, tabmred,
anl bad a mischievous twinkle in his eye. Restin peace

I skipped the fint nener-up on “Pop Mol Gareth Gages.
He was a aute, unassuming young man who had some suc
cess, He kinda fell off the radar, undl a few years ago when he
una:s:d with a bady doser toa Marvel supu.'}um than the cyke
who warhled " Unchained Mdnd}’.‘ﬁ"henxhed abour his chis-
died exterion, he quipped char women preferred him when he
was 4 “skinny beanpaole™ —which goes 1o show whar women
keer abour male boasy, "Bue 1 think 1 ook beoer now —igs
taken e six vears o pet this body” Six yeass? T be collecting
¢ pension by then! Az st | have sevenal scxy stills of Gareh
20 Ih': on Eﬂjhﬁmsm

Last week Tom Daley and hubby Dostin Lance Black wene
oo drag show o Ko Bar in London’s Chinamown, Afer the
chaw, rh!}'wenr mxntuho:rgl:,l bar, Freedom. There T.hr:\r mer
Teddy Edwandes, founder of LICK Fvens, She dlaims thac she
iwived them o join her group and even bought chem drinks,
Then a randam gy st down and made them & uvneombon-
able. 5o Teddy asked security to mave the Buy away. While this
was going an. Lance started grumblingand gocup coleave. And
that’s when he threw a drink at Teddy, which she said was “prec-
o mach MFMM The term "prety much unpra\.‘dned' goo
myh.xl:lnliup ﬂu‘hm'\:r the fuck *hackles” arc}l.

Teddy congnues, *1 didn’t have a drink oo chrow back so 1
i ehwoose violence, bur [ wasn't thar vielenr, He gota linde tp
on the back of the head” T need some chrficaion an how we
anc defining a “lietle tap™? Theres my little tap” and dhen there's
a leshian “ltte @ap” —which might render me wnconscicns!
Teddy adds, “Tom Daley was Lavely d\mug:lmm. He was jusc
n:lvins, oo deffuse che sinzaion, b uni:ruuund:ﬁ his American,
Oscar-winning Mlmmaker hushand had other plans, wha a
fucking mess” The ather plans were as follows. *Tell me why
Ine: 15 erving ourshde saying in's a rangevod amack and thar he's

(.mr:

rrmmanzed and called che _Pnl!ue and 1 had o wair chere for
biorars whils che l'n|ic,= weps sihrg cpl:hr'l'mi_..-\nd naw [ have
heen caumionad and [have rogo in for interviews, 'm soery, bur
what level of Ach. pehileged shicmakes someone diink they can
ehrosw o deink aver someone and nothing will kappen? Becuas:
if ] throw 4 drink over someone, expect shit to go down?!”
Hours hefoce filing this column, [ went to the workd pre-
miere af a musical based on the flm *Mr, Holland's Oypus™ This
new mlml ofd‘x SAMC Name was mmddxﬁ[b&h}mlr
o B Wong with mmsic b:.- Wayne Barker, and it's heen a
passion peoject for oves fve pears, Since its a world premiere,
one needs oo vikw It as a wosk In progres, So, not surprisingly,
bt Pvas a lengg weany v g, The e pisodic navure of the stoey does not
Lernd btsel Feffortlesshy po cobesion —which is particalacly prob-
Lernatic in the first act. Oine never Betsa handle on m}ﬂ\.insur
amyone, so the adience is never cruly invested. How o fise
these elements wogecher is someshing Wong has yer to crack. An
additonal wrinkle is the score, which is overly ambitiows and
not [nmd;u|:|r|:.l manetul, Ensernble Pinn:ﬁ wark well, bor Bk
else linds. The second acr s far more successfiel, Noc only does

it hawve a more seratghaforwand marrasive, it has the advantage of

Joshua Castille turning in a poching pedormance as Hollands
deafson.

Hiad and shoulders abovwe everyone in the cast s Anastasia
Barzee Whas she makes our of Holland's wife is mimoulous.
And wuﬂ]:,l she rums ina Fl:rfarmmn:: reminiscent of Alice
Ripley’s m “Mexs to Mormal” Bur the whole show hinges an
Mr, Holland, and In thar regard, Akeon Warson b our of his
deprh. As an acvos, he may be plassiblk, Bur as a singer, be is
waodfully lacking —which s surprising grven his crodis Per-
haps he was having a bad night. Cerminby the idea of an Al
an-American Holland adds an interesting Layer to the story
I;ild'mlﬁl'l the woke references in the “Tis vignene do ot ring
crue). The production and direction are serviceable —excepr
for the entire Clenparra scene, which mus be funnier and mare
m‘er—d’u{np{WME is many rJ'ngs. bt b i morwhar Td call a
Laugghy riog), Whae can Tsay —ir's amized bag, Its nor hopeless,
bt bamed on whar 1w, T'm not hopetul, Bue check icour for
!fu]ul:]f —the fun cods an Sqltmlh:r Ik, Far mare details,
Humﬂw.anuit[’li_mwu;urﬁ.

Earlier chis year, “Take Me Out” was a big hic on Broadway. It
wan Tomy Anards for Best Revival of a Play and Best Featured
Actor I:'De'j'uu'.l'ﬁu Fu'.,nﬂ:l. It was such a hit, s nnming
hack. Stating on Ocrober 27thy Ferguson will join the revivals
mesmerizing gar Jesse Williams for a sericdy lmired 14-ueck
rur. W don'e konow which former cast menbers will e,
bt we do ki thar phones will again be locked 1o prevent
isle Foutage From leaking out. OF course, vou can already see
the mitine Broadway cast made on BallvMasters.com.

Our “Ask Billy” question came out of left Gdd [you sce
hiow 1 did thac?). Morm in L'hin::.gn wrires, "Nomome fold me
there are mew photas of daven Sohock civculeing Have yore sren
them®

1§ they're the phatos I'm chinking of, they're no big deal.
Bar the reaction & intercsting, Every bar has a presence on se-
cial media where they will post photos af thelr mare attractive
clienecle. The Eagle in MYC is no different —exoopt wsually
their dientde i= in some form of nndress_or leasher..or, oc-
casionally, bath. Eagle eyes spacted the disgraced congress-
man ﬂuhinahis Aeh nexr o mmcmck.‘ingnn snmﬂhing
(dnn': ger your imp:i up‘}l. Chne peTsan enmmened, ']:'sipa-
thetic how low che gay communicy will go for a guy with abs™
Trase me, [ can go lower. In fice, head on over o BillyMastes.
o aned you, too, conld be Schock’s proctologise!

When we can'e go any bower, its definiely time to end vet
anocher column. And therek even more oo see on wwwBil-
béasters.com —the site char gets o the bottom every time.
]F:\mu have Jq{u:iu'un.d.aﬂ] iraffm Bﬂly\@ﬂﬂl}ﬁlumrs.m
and [ promise 10 get back o you before Rosie’s next boak
review ! Undf new time, rememsber, ane man's filth is anocher
mans bibk.
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allowing varying types of medical eresment
for rrmig:m:kl :,nmhi.;i:h':s evidence thar
E can impmvt their u<~|l-h¢||'|'g, nll,he.ugh
rigaronrs bang-vermn reseanch on benefits and
riaks is Lacking,

Bepublican candidates bave also been
disparaging transgender people in mideerm
election campaigns in a sraegy d.n::égm:d
o motivaze the conservarive base and sway
swing voress, FH!“I:il.'.IJl.‘Il‘HC ryers v,

C.F Hoffman, senior pedicy counsel ar
the Malonal Cenrer for Transgender Equal-
iy, saed thiss is the first gime chey've Beard of
meense, tangetod anline attacks vn chiklren’s
hospaals. though oeher afgan tatioms that
provide services to trans people have faced
sgnibcant harassmenc

"It really makes cne woery abour the
safery of trans vouth and thelr Families and
he Individials whe pnhu,’pc WEVICER D0
themthey sid

The Masachuscrs Trunﬁumkr Paliti-
cal Coalition albo condemmed the atacks
s bascless dasms continuing an assauk on
:fruding across the L5,

“Artacking children and those who cane
five them for secking appropriate medical
care lsan indefensble posiion and ar s
eore, an ilHEed acempe wo aase eramgen-
der people from pablic life” the coalition

=i in a statoment.

The eritics cited the videos @l snippets
af previous language on the hespital’s web-
site e claim that Boston Children's Hospi-
tal was impropedy performing gender-af-
ﬁrrnlmg Ell.l"gum!., ﬂ.lfh as h}u:ﬂ'mnmh_'ﬁ, an
mminors ansd ":Mu.lng"rblﬂrcn. The response
was wwifi and redentless, with a barrage of
wsers demanding the hospital be shist down
and calling the sungerics “mutilacion” "bar-
barism” and "child abise” while ascusing it
doctors of engaging in malprctice or illegal
activicy.

The hm])uu] said ix has received 2 lar!;u
wolime” of hostle onfine messages, phmu
calls and hasassing emails, including the
chrcars of vioknee

“We are deeply concerned by these ar-
tacks on our clinictans and sl fecked by
misinformation and a bk ofundersanding
and respece for our cransgender communi-
oy, the hospial said in ity starement.

The haspical has updated language across
irs wehsines m :mp-h.l\uu thear to qluh:‘y far
maost gender-affirming surgical procedures,
patknts musg be a least 18 and meet cer-
eain eriverta, inchsding underpoing intensive
medical and memal health cvaluations and
subvmitting leters of suppore.

Some of the online midcs Pnérm:d o in
formarion thar once qpn'_m:d aon the has-
pical’s websize thar said o qualify for vagi
noplasey ac Bostan Children's, ane mus be
ar lewst 17 and mieet cervaim criteria, as well
a lanprage for chest reconstruction and
brcase augmentation that mimains on the
website that says patients must be at kst 15

anal et certain eriteria,

Vaginoplasty is the creation of a vagina
from existing gonital tissue, A gendec-af-
firming hyserectomy is the removal of the
menas and F_I."ﬂi'|L‘l'|’l nabes, which can pres
ede J.E'Ihz"l.‘lj’!].b\.['h'. the imglr_ﬂ ereacion of
apenls,

The hospiral sabkd bt does nor perkorm
genital surgerics as pare of gender-alfirming
care o 4 pagient under age 18, It said that
for sungical consaltaion, 2 pasient must be
17 wears old and 18 to 35 years old a che
rime of su TRETY.

The World Professional Assocision for
Transgender Health, o global proup chaa
sers standinds for medical care of mans
yourths and aduls, recently lowered s
recommenided minimum age for starting
pender transition treatment, inclsding sex
hormarnes and sargeries.

Ihe new standards support starsing hor-
manes & age 14, two vears earlier than be-
fore, and some uu:g:ziﬁ ar age 15ar 17, &
Ear of s earlier than previos guldmﬂ-.
The group acknowledged porencial daks b
said it is uneghical and harmiul o withhald
carly treatiment.

The Endocrine Socicry generally recom-
mends staming thase treacments & year or
owo lazer buar is alsa upda:Lng irs F_uidm-\:\c.
The Amerdcan Academy of Pediatrics,
the American Medical Associadon and
the American Peychlatrie Assoclaion are
among sther groaps that sappoare allowing
medical treatimont for ramsgender youths
L'll[ dl’.lﬂll L'JF{T HRC‘.\PCL'iEr l{llﬂﬂﬂl".'.

Florida

E.'wrrr'mrﬂf_,hm'ougz.'
rention and condemnacion eadlier chis
year when it worked ity way chrough
the Republican-controlled Statehouse.
Critics dubbed ic "Don't Say Gay)®
1h-nush it contains no bans on s.]wn.'it':ic
phrases and doesn't bar marerial on
sexual orfentaton consldered age-ap-
propriave for grades 4 and above,

Orpponcnts say the law would sifle
classeoom discussion, arguing that it
docsn't clarify what could be decmed
inappropriaze. Iz also eseablishes an
enforcement mechanism that invires
parents to file lawswits againse dis
wriers, potentially heightening censlons
berween conservarives and school of-
ficlale

The Florida debate reflects ane that
is plaving out nationwide, with fighs
in school boards and stave legislatures
over whar and how children learn
abour race, gender, sexval ariencation
and American |'|:1mr:.. DeSantis and
arher Hrp:lhllun: have ﬂrgunl parengs
should be che ones in coneral of reach-
T their childoon abour sexval ardenta-
tion and gender ideneicy,

DeSancis recencly addressed

of the concerns at an unrelated news

samc

conference, u}"mg: "You know [ hear
sBME pmpln say, " Wow, schools com
ing up. Bar, you know, Flarida, they
have parenc’ eights in educatbon, they

banned CRT (cricical race theory), all
chis sruff, Pcnp!n.'. how are qh.:':.' gonna
know what to teach or whartever ¥

“And I'm juse thinking o mvself,
oal know, v teach rL'J.di|||.'_,. math,
seience, the basic stufl And you don't
teach gender idealogy, CRT, the sexo-
alicy in the elementary schools. Thars
noo '\'n.'r:.' dlm'\.'!ljl a knnw I.nd Ihalls
not very difficulc ro underscand,” he
sald.,

Educarors say the stare Department
of Educitton has not et 'nphlncd
clearly how the law will be enforcod.
In June the agency issued a memo on
the law to school districe superinten-
denes, bur it rnm:l!.I contained a copy
and pasce of che legislacive text, The
agency did not :mmuduudlv FErUEn an
emall \u,-rl.'ing comment from AP

“The guidanes we're giving people i
thag it is confusing and we don't know
how it going to be inccrpreted. Bue
what we can do is care for kids and pro-
vide the good learning environment
thar [hl’!:r deserve' said Andrew Sptr_
pre sident of the Florida Education As
sociatkan unlan,

The law has beenm ar the hearr of a
disendsion over sex education mater-
als i Miami-Dade County, which has
the state’s largest school systeem., Some
ﬁl.'hml hﬂud mﬂnh:r: uld new rexe-
books showed pictures of condoms, di-
aphragms and intravcerine devices thac
were oo graphic for middle school

spudents,

When school officials sought the
hoard Appmw.l for the new rexchooks
In April, after the law had passed. ad-
ministrators said they would remaove
chapters that cover gender fdeneity
J.Ild \CI\.Ii!It}'. Tl-li I:lwrd rnl.'rllb-rr:- ap-
proved the enline textbooks, but then
reversed their decision last montdh af-
ter coming un der pu]:]:n: pressure, The
haard reversed irself Again last week ta
adept the textbooks withour the chap-
rers on gender idendry and sexualicy,

In Palm Beach C1runl}'. schoal offi-
cials say they reviewed books and have
meved only a handful to a scparate scc-
tion not accessible vo children in chird
grade and younger.

In various schoal districes, reachers
have said they are warrled abaur par-
Enis r‘iliug complainis over percelved
violations while there's still not much
clarity around the new Law,

Nurma 5'5."1"1.['::. ln-u-l:Jll.'r UF i n!-th
grader and an cigheh grader in Miami-
Dade schools, said the law may cause
some sredencs, families and reachers ta
feel :Jrgurzd.

“r goes against our mission and vi-
slon, oo empower all children, noc
make them feel like l:||l.':| don't l‘.u:|ua|5."
said Schwartz, whoe it part of the
Miami-Dade County Cooncil PTA,
which has opposed the law. "As far as
Palcnul JiEJ'I.'[i. we arc the FTA., We
have heen around for 100 years. We
want parental engagement, we want o
CIMPOWET |"'ﬂrl'|""1ur
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D’S ELECTRIC

ResioenmiaL & CoMMERCIAL
Free EsTiMaTES
24 Hour SERVICE

Dedicated o Customer Service since 1971

617.542.2000
www.ds-electric.com

Mazs Licensa #145804

Spring Cleaning

For All Seasons

*Trustwortty deaning services to meet your needs
sHouses, apariments and commercial
Schedule that works best for you,

weekly, bi-weskly, ormonthly

+All roufine housework, plus special dean-up jobs
sOwner supervised deaning crew and ensures quality
sExcellent references and compefiive rates

Cleaning hy Judy

N 617-895-1472
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Don’t stress.
There’s more

than enough
Gigto go
around.

With everything you're doing at home, you
need supersonic WiFi that can keep up.

When it comes to the best in-home WiFi, Afinity really does it big—with Gig. You'll get
supersonic WiFi with speeds faster than a Gig to power a houseful of connected devices,
even when everyone's online. So everyone in your home can Internet their heart out. We're
talking gaming, streaming, video-chatting, oll at once! Unbeatable Internet. Made to do
anything so you can do anything.

@ 1-800-xfinity xfinity.com @ Visit a store today Xfl n Ity



